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TO THE PUBLIC. 



The unprincipled and the profligate msike common cause against 
those who expose their vices. When their vices are exposed, they 
will assume even the garb of sanctity, and pretend that the exposure 
is indelicate, and deleterious to morals, and should not have been 
made, if true. They will sometimes admit the cause in which re- 
formers are engaged to be a good one, and yet express great sorrow 
for what they call the injudicious procedure of those who possibly 
may have meant well, but egregiously erred in the measures they 
adopted to secure their ends. Their enmity to the exposure of their 
vices is not only deceptive and artful, and covered by a pretended 
regard for the purity of public morals, but it is also more violent. Its 
next stage after regret and sorrow for the alleged indiscreet act of 
the reformers, is to intimidate the reformers, and to divert them from 
their purpose. To effect this object, they often resort to illegal and 
imgentlemanly measures. Sneers, scoffs, reproaches, insinuations, 
sarcasm, private abuse and obscene caricatures, are the weapons 
they use. Finally, public insults and threats, and mobs banded to- 
gether, arrogating a power and a right to disfranchise, and to pro- 
claim "traitors to their country," and to "inflict summary ven- 
geance" on the reformers, without the right of trial by jury, become 
common. An admirable illustration of these remarks is found in the 
result of the Report made in this city in June, 1831, by the executive 
committee of the New York Magdalen Society — a society whose 
professed object was to rescue the guilty from ruin, and to preserve 
the chaste. 

But an intelligent community will not, can not long maltreat 
reformers, or be insensible to an evil that vitally affects their in- 
terests. Moreover, such a community will admit that its energies 
ought to be directed, both to the preservation of the upright, and to 
the Islevation of the depressed : a sentiment conceding the goodness 
of the Magdalen cause, and the duty of advancing it. 

Having been brought before the community in connection with this 
cause, there is no impropriety in my directing its attention to those 
persons who are the proper subjects of a Magdalen asylum. Thisp 
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with the divine permission, I shall attempt to do both by sketching 
and publishing the lives of a few of them, and by inquiring into the 
existence, causes, extent, effects and remedy of licentiousness, in 
orc-er that more vigorous exertions may be put forth to preserve the 
young from ruin, and to raise the fallen from the abodes of misery 
and strife, to the habitations of mercy and peace. 

Relying on the merits of this cause, and on the continual bless- 
ings of the Most High, it shall be a prominent part of my duty to 
cleave to the truth, and to that which on the evidence of probability 
I believe, but cannot prove to be the truth — so marking each, that 
the reader will easily distinguish between facts and probabilities. 

With sentiments of respect, and a desire to subserve the cause of 
virtue, and to promote the welfare of an enlightened and benevolent 
republic, I remain its humble servant, 

J. R. McDOWALL. 
New York, January, 1832. 
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who writes tbe history 



Of men, and writes it true, must write them bad." pollock. 

The dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty, 
therefore take heed to thyself that thou be not snared in them. 
There dwell the abandoned, who, as they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient ; being filled with all un- 
rififhteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, back- 
biters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 
things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant 
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful, who 
knowing the judgment of God, (that they which commit such thin^ 
are worthy of death) not only do the same, but have pleasure m 
them that do them. — Paul. 



No. 2. 

A VIRTUOUS WOMAN. 

She possesses 

" A mounting spirit, one that entertains 
Bcom of base action, deed dishonorable, 
Or aught unseemly,*^ 

and besides this giving all dilligence, she adds to her ** faith, virtue ; 
and to virtue, £iowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, godliness ; and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity," without 
which she is <* as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." 

Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far above rubies. 
The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall 
have no need of spoil. She will do him good, and not evil, all the 
days of her life. She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly 
with her hands. She is like the merchant's ships, she bringeth her 
food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat 
to her household, and a portion to her maidens. She considereth a 
field, and buyeth it ; with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vine- 
yard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her 
arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good ; her candle 
goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and 
her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor, 
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of 
the snow for her household, for all her housenold are clothed with 
scarltt. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ; her clothing is 
silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sit- 




teUi amons the eldera of the land. She m&keth fine linen, and aell- 
eth it, and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and 
honor B.re her clothing ,' and ehe ehall rejoice in time to come. She 
openeth her mouth with wisdom, and m her tongue is the law of 
kindnees. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eat- 
eth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up and call her 
blessed ; her hushand also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters 
have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favor is deceit, 
ful, and beauty is vain ; hut a tooman that feareth the Lord, she 
thall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her 
own works praise her in the gates. — Solomon. 



A VICIOUS WOMAN. 




My son, keep my words, and lay up my conunandments with thee 
— keep my commandments and live, and mylavrastheapple of thine 
eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thy 
heart. Say unto wisdom, thou art my sister ; and call understand- 
ing thy kinswoman ; that they may keep thee from the strange wo- 
man, from the stranger which flaltereth with her words. For at the 
vindow of my house, I looked through my casement, and beheld 
among the simple ones, I discerned among the youth a touno hah 
void ofundergtandingipoB^ng through the streets, near her comer; 
and he went the way to her house, in the twilight, in the evening, 
in the black and dark night ; and behold, there met him a woman, 
with the attire of an harlot, and subtle of heart. (She is loud and 
stubborn ; her feet abide not in her house : now is she without, now 
in the streets, andlieth in wait at every comer.) So she caught him, 
and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him, I have 



peace offerings with me ; this day have I paid m j vows : therefore 
came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face ; and I have 
found thee. I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with 
carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfmned my bed 
with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. Come, let us take our fill of love 
until the morning : let us solace ourselves with loves. For the good 
man is not at home ; he is gone a long journey ; he hath taken a bag 
of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed. 

With her much fair speech she caused him to yield ; with the flat- 
tering of her lips she forced him. He goeth ajfter her straightway, 
as an ox ^oeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the 
stocks ; tul a dart strike through his liver ; as a bird hasteth to the 
snare, and knowcth not that it is for his life. 

Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the 
words of my mouth. Let not thine heabt decline to her ways ; go 
not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded ; 
yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the 
way to hell,, going down to the chambers of death. 

A foolish woman is clamorous ; she is simple, and knoweth no- 
thing. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high 
places of the city, to call passengers who go right on their ways; 
whoso is simple^ let him turn in hither ; and as for him that wanteth 
understanding, she saith to him, Stolen waters are sweet, and bread 
eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not that the dead are 
there, and that her guests are in the depths of hell. — Solomon, 



No. 4. 
^. A VICIOUS MAN. 

*' She wove the winding sheet of souls, and laid 
Them in the urn of everlasting death.*' Pollock. 

A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. 
He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with 
his fingers; frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief conti- 
nually ; he soweth discord. Therefore shall his calamity come sud- 
denly : suddenly shall he be broken, without remedy. 

These six things doth the Lord hate : yea, seven are an abomina- 
tion unto him : a proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood, a heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh 
lies ; and him that soweth discord among brethren. 

My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law 
of thy motner ; bind them continually upon thy heart, and tie them 
about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee ; and when thou awakest, it shall talk 
with thee. For the commandment is a lamp, and the law is light ; 
and reproofs of instruction are the way of life, to keep thee from the 
evil woman ; from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. 
Lust not after her beauty in thy heart, neither let her take thee 
with her eyelids. For by means of a whorish woman, a man is 
brought to a piece of bread ; and the adulteress will hunt for the 

No. 1. Jan. 1832. 2 
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precious life. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not 
be burned ? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned ? 
So he that goeth in to his neighbor's wife ; whosoever toucheth her 
shall not be innocent. Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to sa- 
tisfy his soul, when he is hungry ; but if he be found, he shall restore 
seven-fold ; he shall give all the substance of his house. But whoso 
committeth adultery with a woman, lacketh understanding ; he that 
doeth it, destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dishonor shall he 
get, and his reproach shall not be wiped away. For jealousy is the 
rage of a man ; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 
He will not regard any ransom, neither will he rest content, though 
thou givest many gifts. 

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, 
come with us, let us lay wait for blood ; let us lurk privily for the 
innocent, without cause ; let us swallow them up alive, as the grave ; 
and whole, as those that go down into the pit ; we shall find all pre- 
cious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil : cast in thy lot 
among us ; let us all have one purse : my son, walk not thou in the 
way with them ; refrain thy foot from their path ; for their feet run 
to evil, and make haste to shed blood. (Surely in vain the net is 
spread in the sight of any bird.) And they lay wait for their own 
blood ; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of 
every one that is greedy of gain ; which taketh away the life of the 
owners thereof. 

Wisdom crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the streets ; 
she crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the opening of the 
gates ; in the city she uttereth her words, saying, how long, ye sim- 
ple ones, will ye love simplicity, and the scomers delight in thpir 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge 1 Turn you at my reproof; J>e- 
hold I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you. Because I have called and ye refused ; I have 
stretched out my hand and no man regarded ; but ye have set at 
naught all my counsel, and would none of my reproof; T also will laugh 
at your calamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction as a whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they 
shall not find me ; for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord ; they would none of my counsel ; they de- 
spised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning 
away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall 
destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely > 
and shall be quiet from fear of evil. — Solomon. 



No. 5. 
MAGDALENS— THEIR PROSPECTS. 

The most of the unfortunate females in this city must go down to 
hell. How can it be otherwise ? If they die in their sins, God will 
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not receive them into heaven ; and they must die in their sins, unlesi 
a general reformation prevent it. In case they reform, for them Christ- 
I ians must provide lodgings in chaste families. But these women 
will die soon. Ahd will there be no unfortunates when these are in 
the grave ? Will the vice cure itself 1 No — never. Whose mothers, 
sisters, wives and daughters shall fall into infamous courses of conduct, 
to occupy the places their deaths shall vacate ? Even now, subjects are 
daily supplying the ranks in which disease and murder are making 
daily havoc. So it has been' for centuries. Shall it continue for 
centuries to come ? Oh, is not he to be pitied, whose narrow, selfish 
soul stands aloof, and refuses to aid in exterminating this monster 
sin ? Can he unmoved see these friendless women sink unpitied, 
unaided into a premature grave, and their places supplied by others ? 



No. 6, 
MAGDALEN— HER CHARACTER. 

The character of a Magdalen is as good as the character of a se- 
ducer or debauchee. Do not birds of like feathers, according; to the 
proverb, flock together ? Will a man consent to associate with his in» 
feriors ? Will he walk the street with an unchaste female hanging 
on his arm, or attending his steps as a companion, close at his side, 
when he considers her beneath him in point of excellence ? Is he 
better than the company he keeps ? If a Magdalen is his associate, 
why is not a Magdalen as reputable as he is '! The truth of this re- 
mark is apparent to every mind, and no man will hazard his reputa- 
tion for good sense by denying that a Magdalen is as good, or even 
better, than the unprincipled fellow who visits her, to gratify his car- 
nal propensities. 



No. 7. 
MARRIAGE. 

Marriage was instituted by our Creator for the noblest purposes. 
Conjugal, parental and filial afiection will abi^e a perpetual monu- 
ment of its praise. It propagates the race, connects families, and 
forms nations ; encourages literature, science, the liberal professions, 
commerce, agriculture, trades, useful inventions and industry ; sus- 
tains criminal, humane, literary, scientific, theological, legal, medi- 
cal and commercial institutions ; and promotes virtue, and happi- 
ness, and long life. 

Licentiousness destroys the blessings marriage is designed to con- 
vey. It proceeds from vicious principles, riots in triumph in the seat 
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where Satan dwells, and is the parent of bloody crrmes. Therefore 
the necessity and propriety of marriage as us remedy is apparent. 
It is apparent from the fact that the evils which it would counteract 
and suppress, are great and alarming. Licentiousness is the most dan- 
gerous and destructive vice incident to the human race. It not only 
makes the guilty idle, consumes their earnings, deranges their 
business, blasts their credit, loads them with debts, impoverishes 
their families, transforms them into paupers, mendicants, vaga- 
bonds, and thieves ; but it impairs their health, weakens their in- 
tellect, vitiates their moral feelings, destroys their self respect, 
and shortens their lives. Every person intimately acquainted with 
the administration of justice, and the lives of convicts, knows that 
most of the murders, manslaughters, riots, tumults, and breaches of 
the peace, besides a large proportion of other offences, for which 
criminals are convicted and punished, are occasioned by prostitution. 
Kindred vices are associated with it. It fills the jail with convicts, 
the hospital with patients, the mad-house with maniacs, and the city 
and country at large with wretches whose families, if they have any, 
are left to beg or starve, and their children are brought up in ignorance, 
idleness, vice and rags. Hence the frequent calls upon us for chari- 
table contributions, which would not be required if the source of 
these streams of wretchedness was dried up. 

This desolating evil is seen, admitted, lamented, and suffered to 
exist, without applying the remedy — ^the purification of public senti- 
ment and the honoring of the marriage institution. Its ravages 
are under out daily inspection. We cannot easily avoid seeing 
this moral pestilence, and if we do not exert our power to prevent 
it, we are accessory to its continuance, and, in the sight of God, 
responsible for it. The preventive measure is in our power. We 
can abstain from it ourselves, and endeavor, both by precept and by 
example, to discountenance it in others. And this is an effective 
mode in which to operate ; for the supply of unfortunates being 
equal to the demand for them, it is evident that a diminution of the 
demand must diminish the supply in the same, proportion, and that 
when the demand shall cease the supply will cease. But, supposing 
that the demand for loose women shall never cease, a supposition 
utterly inadmissible, still much misery may be relieved, and more pre- 
vented, by means of a society combining, concentrating, and direct- 
inj|r its influence against this single vice. The object to be accom- 
plished is momentous, and the proposed measure offers a hopeful 
prospect of success. 
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No. 8. 
LICENTIOUSNESS SHORTENS LIFE. 

"I Baw him enter in, and heard the door 
Behind them shut ; aud in the dark, still night, 
When God's ijnsleeping eye alone can see, 
He went to her adulterous bed. At mom 
I looked, and saw him not among the youths. 
I heard his father mourn, his mother weep, 
Fox none returned that went with her." Pollock^ 

In the fall of 1830, 1 saw a young man from New Jersey in a house 
of ill fame in New York, sitting at the side, of a girl of the town. The 
lines of vice, in liis liyid countenance, prompted this abrupt address — 
" Sir, unless you reform, your head, in less than three years, will be 
in the grave." A ffentleman from the neighborhood in which he 
lived, told me that tne young man died in about three months after 
I saw him, and that, a little prior to his death, his head presented a 
most disgusting assemblage of the effects of lewdness. 

It is probable that the history of this youth is brief. It may be, 
that on coming to the city a few years before I saw him, he was met 
at the corner of the streets by a ruined woman, who accosted and 
conducted him to her abode ; or that he accidentally entered it, on 
the supposition that it was only a tippling house ; or, that some of 
his more knowing acquaintances pei:suaded him to go there ; or, that 
his carnal passions influenced him to seek for it ; or, that a pander, 
the pimp and house dog of such an establishntent, met him at the 
vessel, at the market, or in the grog shop, and persuaded him to go 
and visit the gardens, the museums, and the theatres, and then to 
accompany a theatre girl to her lodgings, where he first learned to 
be a drunkard, a gambler, a bankrupt and a thief. 

To the young men in the country I would say, remember the Jer- 
sey boy. Hundreds of country boys fall as he fell. Others are 
treading in his steps. Now though a parent's, sister's, wife's or 
child's eye may not see you strolling through the street, at the side 
of an infamous woman, led as an ox to the slaughter, or as a fool to 
the penitentiary ; or trace your guilty steps through doors that are 
locked behind you, until you step into that chamber of crime, the 
eye of an offended God sees you, and traces your steps, and marks 
all your behaviour. The curse of the Lord is on you there. Beware. 
Disgrace neither yourselves, nor your families, nor your neighbors. 
When you are about entering on guilty, degrading courses of con- 
duct, ask yourselves whether she has a father, a mother, a hus- 
band, a brother, or a child susceptible of feeling the reproach you 
are about to impose and to deepen on them. Make the case your 
own. Suppose her to be your sister, or daughter, receiving like 
treatment from a stranger. . Moreover, before you sin, be certain 
that you have a constitution able to resist the shock of lewdness, and 
a soul capable of bearing the suffering debauchery brings on it. 

Country parents, keep a vigilant eye on your sons. From the ad- 
jacent towns in this and the neighboring states, hundreds of men 
every night visit places like that in which I saw the Jersey boy. On 
Saturday afternoon, but more especially on Sabbath morning, multi- 
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tudes of countrymen visit the city to see a friend. On Sabbath 
evening they usually return. While it in many cases is true that 
they come to see a friend, it at the same time is equally true that that 
plea is the cloak many put on to hide the visiting oi another friend, 
of more than dubious character. They come in steamboats,in stages, 
and in other ways, from villages and less populous places, and spend 
the Sabbath in New York in riotous living. And if a person rebukes 
them in those houses, they immediately, in most cases, charge him 
with an attempt to unite church and state, to stop the Sunday mail, 
to infringe on their liberty, to promote priestcraft, and ten thousand 
other things, so current in the cant of infidel vituperation, as to be 
beneath a record. This fact, that countrymen visit these haunts of 
criminality, will explain the reason why so many persons return 
from the city without a dollar in their pocket. For in these places 
men often drink liquor that is poisoned by a drug; and then, being 
deranged for a time, they are robbed, and are then kicked into the 
street, under the charge of having attempted to abuse or to slander 
some one. Sometimes it happens that men fare worse. The fol- 
lowing is an instance taken from the New York Gazette, of Friday 
morning, October 21. 

" Police, Oct. 20. — A young man from the country was enticed 
into one of the notorious dens of iniquity, in the vicinity of the 
" Five Points,'* yesterday. The landlord took his money, $300, for 
safe keeping, as he pretended. ' He (the young man) was discovered 
by a friend, who endeavored to get him away, but was prevented by 
the keeper of the house, who put him in a back room and locked the 
door. The friend of the young man got alarmed at the situation the 
latter was in, and repaired to the police office and related all the cir- 
cumstances to the police officers, who repaired to the place, and 
found the young man had lost all his money except about thirty dol- 
lars. The officers promptly took the keeper of the house into cus- 
tody — also all his vagrant inmates. The keeper of the house was 
committed to answer the charge of keeping the house, at the next 
court of sessions, and the inmates were sent to the penitentiary as 
vagrants." 

Wherefore, let youth take a wise king's advice : — My son, attend 
unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to mine understanding ; that thou 
mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledfi^. 
For the lips of a strange woman drop as a honey comb, and ner 
mouth is smoother than oil ; but her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp 
as a two edged sword. Her feet go down to death ; her steps take 
iiold on hell. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways 
are moveable, that thou canst not know them. Hear me now there- 
fore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. 
Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her 
house ; lest thou give thine honor unto others, and thy years unto 
the cruel ; lest strangers be filled with thy wealth, and thy labors be 
in the house of a stranger ; and thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh 
and body are consumed, and say, how have I hated instruction, and 
my heart despised reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me ! I was 
almost in all evil, in the midst of the congregation and assembly. 
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Drink waters out of tliine own cistern, and running waters out of 
thine own well. Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad', and rivers 
of waters in the streets. Let them be only thine own, and not stran- 
gers with thee. Let thy fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the 
wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind, and pleasant roe ; 
let her breasts satisfy thee at all times, and be thou ravished always 
with her love. And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a 
strange woman, and 'embrace the bosom of a stranger 1 For the 
ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all 
his ffoings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and 
he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He shall die without 
instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 



No. 9. 
THE ORPHAN— THE NEWBURGH GIRL. 

Sin i9 a disgrace to any people. 

It 18 disgraceful to winlc at sin, and to cover iniquity. 

£. H., an orphan female, aged nineteen years and eleven months, 
a few days since died in the almshouse hospital, at Bellevue. She 
was bom in Newburgh, in this state, and came to the city at the age . 
often, when her father went to sea, and her mother opened a board- 
ing house in New York. In her fifteenth year she was humble d by 
a boarder, who left the house on the following day. Suttused'^ith 
shame, and conscious of demerit, she listened to the voice of a pro- 
curess, and entered a house of ill repute. After the lapse of seve- 
ral months, she sought and obtained honest employment, as a do- 
mestic in a respectable family, where she resided for a long time. 
At length, being discovered and visited by some of her former asso- 
ciates, she feared detection, listened to the procuress again, and soon 
after found herself mingling with the dregs of prisons and hospitals* 
The curse of the Lord early arrested her immoral career. She be- 
came a nuisance in the very market of impurity, and was turned into 
the street by her procuress, who retained the wages of her crimes 
and sufferings. She found shelter in a dark filthy cellar, kept by a 
negro for the vilest purposes. 

In this situation, destitute of the means of a support, the girl suf- 
fered for weeks, while h(»r seducer could" " smile, and smile, and be 
a villain still ;" and shrug his shoulders, and wink his eyes, and 
speak with his fingers, and devise mischief and sudden calamity for 
some other poor widow's child. And the procuress was engaged in 
her traffic, and had no time or inclination to aid her. She was hold- 
ing out her baits for some other ignorant girl. Christians avoided 
even the street where sImj was, and many of themv looked on the con- 
dition of these women as hopeless, and some even assented to the 
libertine's doctrine, that this class of suffering women was ** a neces- 
sary evil." And where were the philanthropists? Where was 
there a Magdalen asylum ? There she lay in pain, and the munici- 
pal authorities had no knowledge of it. And who was to inform 
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them ? The tenant of the apartment was afraid to do it ; for he 
kept a disorderly house, liable to indictment. The licentious seldom 
have sympathy enough for this class of women to be guilty of so 
much humanity. There, wasting by disease, without medical atten- 
tion, in the month of October, 1830, in a tenebrious abode of Satan, the 
Newburgh orphan was discovered and sent to the Bellevue hospital. 
There she remained eight months, and was then received into the 
New York Magdalen asylum, an institution recently got up by 
a few benevolent persons. Her residence in the asylum was 
short. The funds of that charitable concern being the volun- 
tary donations of but a few persons, and of course very limited, and 
her health requiring daily medical attention, she was returned to the 
hospital, and died there of a consumption induced by a profligate 
life, fulfilling that scripture, " The wicked shall not live out Tialf 
their days." Thus she fell in less than five years. 

I shall never forget her appearance in that abode of wo where I 
first saw her. She lay on a pallet of straw, and was unable to turn. 
The paleness of her countenance was like that of a corpse. Her 
eyes were full, and of a deep blue ; her forehead was smooth, and 
rose high above her brows ; her cheeks were fallen ; her hair was a 
dark olive, her stature small, and her figure good. In her features 
there were remaining traces of intelligence and beauty. While . 
standing at her bed side, and looking on her, a tear had impercepti- 
bly stolen down my cheek, and lighted on my sleeve, ere I was 
aware of it ; and, on reflection, I found that my mind had been musing 
thus : — What if this was my sister ! Shall some base villain steal 
her afiTections, clothe her in disgrace, bury her in such a den as thisi 
far from father, mother, brother and friend ? Or shall some 'pro- 
curess lure her by such false, though specious baits, as caught this 
friendless, poor, diseased, starving, dying orphan ? My reflection 
at this moment was interrupted by her piercing shriek, and deeper 
than usual writhings and languor of countenance. What is the mat- ^ 
ter with you, madam 1 was the question I proposed to her. " Oh," 
said the girl, " I was trying to turn, but I cannot. When I try to 
turn, pains like needles run through me." 

I visited her in the hospital, and presented to her a Testament, 
given to me for that purpose by the president of the Magdalen society. 
She often perused it with delight. In the asylum she spent the most 
of her time in reading the sacred scriptures, and other religious 
books. She indulged a hope in the mercy of God, and died, as those 
persons present in her last moments say, in the triumphs of fisiith. 
She is dead, and is receiving her reward— either a crown of life and 
glory in heaven, through a Redeemer's obedience and blood, or a 
just inheritance in torment, in hell, there awaiting the arrival of that 
portion of her paramors who shall die in their sins. 

. Should the eyes of a seducer light on this narrative, it may sug- 
gest to him the consequences of his criminal conduct. If he is a 
boarder, it may teach him to revere the virgin purity and domestic 
happiness of the family in which he resides. 

Should the e^e of a philanthropist, who loves to lessen human mi- 
sery, peruse this story, the aggregate of pain, wretchedness and 
crime this solitary vice causes among hundreds of thousands on 
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earth, will arouse him to a serious contemplation of the results of li. 
centiousness. 

The Christian reader will rejoice that she gave some evidence of 
being justified by faith, and hope that thousands now in the situation 
she was in in 1830, may die with prospects as fair for heaven. Nay, 
he will seriously inquire. Lord, can I be instrumental in plucking one 
of these sinners from hell 1 And he will seriously awake to the per- 
formance of his duty. 

The widow, particularly if she is one who keeps boarders, will 
feel many an anxious thought pressing heavily on her heart, when 
she remembers the orphan, and looks at her beloved daughters, des- 
titute of a father's protecting care. And then she will look to Him 
whose eye never slumbers or sleeps, for divine assistance, relying on 
his promise to be a husband to the widow, and a father to the fa- 
therless, of all those confiding in the truth of his word. 

Should the female orphan honor this tale with a reading, it will 
teach her that chastity . is a jewel of which froward and false men 
may despoil her, under the hypocritical profession of ardent attach- 
ment. Let her learn, therefore, that it is not safe to tempt men to 
exceed the bounds of decorum. She may be sociable, yet modest 
and retiring. Ever distrustful of her native strength, let her conti- 
nually cherish a flaming love of purity in her aflTections, and a burn- 
ing hatred of vicious thoughts and actions. As on earth, so in the 
invisible world, purity is inseparably connected with pleasure, and 
impurity with misery. This is a fixed principle in morals, and is 
supported by observation and fact. 

Moreover, let her be cautious in admitting to her friendship fe- 
males whose character she does not know to be honorable, no mat- 
ter what their apparent or real rank in society may be, kst some imp 
of a procuress, robed as an angel of light, spread an enchanting net,, 
that will secure to her, in the end, the fate of the Newburgh o^han. 



No. 10. 

From the Boston Education Reporter. 

CITY VICES— THE ESCAPE. 

We have intimated that people resident in the country have an in- 
terest in knowing what is done in the city. This is true not only of 
those young persons who are coming to seek their fortune among us, 
or those who are sending their children hither, but of those who 
abide at home. The danger may come to their own door ; the snares 
of the wicked may be spread for them at their own fireside. 

Some years ago, there were two gentlemen of Boston who lived 
in the frequent indulgence of illicit pleasures. Being able to com- 
mand a choice of places and companions, they took whatever their 
hearts desired. One of them by some means had cast his eyes— 
" eyes full of adultery, which could not cease from sin*'— on a young 
and handsome girl, belonging to a quiet village within twenty miles 
of town ; and he formed in his heart the base purpose of making her 
his prey. She was the daughter of poor parents, who, as well as her- 
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self, knew not how desperately wicked they can be who are sold id 
sin. The discovery which one had made was communicated to the 
other, and '* hand joined in hand," to accomplish a deed of villany, 
the relation of which will make every ear to tingle. 

They procured the assistance of the keeper of a certain house — a 
woman with the heart of a fiend — and gave her their commission. 
Elegantly dressed, and assuming every appearance of a lady of for- 
tune, she rode to the quiet village, sought the poor man's house, and 
ingratiated herself wiUi the family. She was in search of some fe- 
male as a companion. She was rich, lived rather retired and soli- 
tary, and should take great satisfaction in the company of some plea- 
sant and trusty girl, as an inmate of her family. She was pleased 
with the appearance of their daughter ; and if she could obtain her, 
would cheerfully give her clothing and board, merely for^the sake of 
her society. Sne wanted neither cook nor chambermaid, nor waiter 
— but a fnend, to sit with herself in the parlor, and ride with her 
when she went abroad. The artless girl was captivated with the 
proposal, and wished to go ; the mother thought it a rare chance in- 
deed for her daughter ; and the matter was soon arranged, th\it the 
child should go with the lady. The vulture returned to its haunt, 
bearing off its prey, and exulting in its victory. 

For some days, nothing occurred to alarm the fears of unsuspect- 
ing innocence. At length, gentlemen visit at the house, and become 
acquainted with the young and beautiful stranger. Ther are v^iy 
condescending and agreeable, and pay great attention toT the lady's 
new associate^^ Ere long, one gentleman is left alone with her, and 
a regular assatlt is* made upon her virtue, by all thi6 hellish arts 
which such gentlemen know how to employ. He cpiuld not succeed 
in his purpose, i^nd gave over in despair for that time. He retired ;. 
and immediately "iiis partner in mischief entered the room, to renew 
the assault ! He also was baffled, and went away. 

They then advised that a young'gentlemBXi should be introduced, 
who possibly might succeed better. It was done. The girl still re- 
sisted, remonstrated, and pleaded with her destroyer. She begged 
him to have pity upon her, and rescue her from that dreadful place. 
She could welcome poverty, but intreated that her virtue might be 
spared. The heart of the young transgressor was not all marble, 
and the seducer was overcome. The spoiler relented before his 
trembling victim, begged pardon for his wickedness, and solemnly 
promised to procure her release, and convey her home. 

It now became necessary to deceive the old sorceress in whose- 
house they were imprisoned. The young man pretended to her that 
things were going on well, and that he wished to take a short ride 
with her friend, to which she readily assented. They did not return ; 
he fulfilled his promise, and carried home the heroine to her parents. 
O with what emphasis and rapture must she have sung, ** Blessed be 
the Lord, who hath not given me as a prey to their, teeth. My soul 
is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers ; the snare is 
broken, and I have escaped. My help is in the name of the Lord» 
who made heaven and earth." 
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The sabsequent history of this rescued himb is unknown to the 
writer. He is equally unapprised of that of the young man, who be- 
came her protector and deliverer. The keeper of that house of abo- 
mination has gone to her final account. The two instigators of the 
plot still live, through the infinite forbearance of God. But though 
their heads are now whitening for the grave, there is too much reason 
to fear that they have not turned from their evil ways, to save their 
souli^ alive. What their present situation in society is, I shall not 
now divulge. Suffice it to say, that as the world goes they are gert' 
tlemen to this hour ; but the utmost stretch of Christian charity can 
not regard them as any thing better than moral nuisances in tho 
world. 

Let none imagine that the escape of this destined victim divests 
our narration of its power as a salutary warning. Where one is 
rescued from machinations like these, douStless ten, if not a hundred, 
eventually fall and perish. Escape in these circumstances is next to 
impossible, and should be considered as a miracle of divine favor. 
Can it be supposed that those who thus lie in wait to deceive, and 
are hungry for their prey, can easily be baffled by artless innocence 
and youthful inexperience. The only safety lies in keeping faraway 
from the enchanted ground. No young female should go as a stran- 
ger into a city, without the protection of some friend on whose tried 
fidelity she can rely^-or take up her residence in a family, without 
knowing that it sustains a fair moral reputation. There are multi- 
tudes of such families, where domestics and boarders and visitors are 
as safe as in any in the country. There are others, where no in* 
tended temptations to sin are presented, but where little caution is 
exercised, and the intrusion of tempters would not be impracticable. 
There are som^t where temptation is the business and the object of 
the household, and whither. the innocent are inveigled and drawn in 
sheep for the slaughter. 



No. 11. 
THE COLLEGIAN— A MAGDALEN LETTER. 

The author of the subjoined letter, once a pupil of Mrs. WiUard, 

possesses a mind of the first order. I found her in the winter of 1880, 

in the city Penitentiary. At present she resides with her parents, 

and will, I hope, favor me with an occasional communication. She 

has connected herself with the Baptist church. 

SiE — I was born in a retired little village about one hundred miles 
from New York. My parents were rich. Two sons and one daugh- 
ter were given them, and they were happy. My mother was a very 
gious woman ; but my father, unfortunately, was a Deist. In child- 
ood I seldom saw an unhappy hour ; indulged in every little foolish 
extravagfance my vain heart could wish. Idolized by my parents, they 
saw nothing in my gayety to censure — my wish was their law. I re- 
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mained at home until my twelfth year had passed, and tlien was sent 
to a female seminary, where I continued six months, and then re- 
turned to my father's. Too careless to study, I made but little im- 
provement ; and under the plea of ill usage, 1 did not return to school 
again — and from that time to my twenty-third year was one conti* 
nual round of pleasure, the rep>etition of which would be needless. 
Near that time my eldest brother left college, and with him intro- 
duced a young collegian, a bosom friend of his, to the family — a man 
possessed of manners at once polished and insinuating^^ He soon 
wove a spell around my heart, impossible to break. For months I 
nourished that passion, unknown to any mortal but myself. In vain 
my parents intreated me to tell them the cause Of my unhappiness. 
Oh I that I had told them all. Never can a child place too much con- 
fidence in a parent — they should know every secret of their heart. 
But to return. Summer came ; he again visited us, and confessed 
he loved me, and asked me to be his wife. I referred him to my 
parents. He then told me his family was involved in difficulty, and, 
until all was settled, wished it not to be known that he paid his ad- 
dresses to me ; and in an evil hour,* I at once promised to be his 
wife, and to keep the secret from my unsuspecting parents. He soon 
returned to his home, but not until he had ruined and undone me. I 
soon perceived I should bring a living witness of my guilt and shame 
into the worid. I then wrote to him. He came, and in the dead 
hour of night I left my home — my fond, my doating parents — my 
brother too, that tenderly loved me. I left all for him. He came 
with me to New York, where he furnished me a room, and I was 
contented. In about three months afte? my arrival in the city, my 
child first opened its little eyes to light. He grew, and was a lovely 
boy, and his father kind and affectionate. I was perfectly happy, 
and thought it would always last. All my afiection and love was 
centred in those two dear beings. Often I sat and listened in raj>r 
ture (as he hung over our little one,) to his protestations, and that 
he ne'er would forsake us — and never for one moment did I doubt it. 
Soon after my darling boy was four months old, his health visibly 
declined. With what agony I watched the little sufferer ! It was 
out of the power of human art to save him. None but a mother can 
tell the agony, amounting almost to despair, on parting with a be- 
loved child. Then I thought of my parents, that I had forgotten for 
some time. What must have been their feelings ! He knew that I 
was miserable, and paid me every attention until I regained my hap- 
piness. His visits now became less frequent, and I fancied there 
was a coldness in his manner I had not observed before. A new and 
indescribable feelingtook possession of me, and with it a train of mise- 
ries suffice it to say, he cruelly deserted me ; and when con- 
vinced of the truth, I awakened from my dream of happiness. 

What a cheerless futurity then presented itself ! Deserted by him 
I only loved, where should I look for one to trust ? I felt myself 
alone in the wide world, without one friend — a wanderer in a dark 
and dreary night, without one ray of light to guide nie. Then came 
the thought of self-destruction — that it would be better tu lie in the 
coM grave, than to bear the scorn of an unfeeling world. Then'caroe 
the dreadful thought of an horeafter-r-that it lYould not be an eternal 
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«leep. And dare I msh headlong befbre my Maker, unprepared. No. 
i then flew to dissipation, and in it I drowned all thoughts of the 
past and future, and continued in this career until I was imprisoned. 
Then came reflection, and I made a resolution to live a better life— 
and may God in his infinite mercy enable me to live a virtuous and 
Teligious life, and learn to seek him before it is too late. 

Yours &c. 



1st. In reviewing the occasions of her misfortunes and sins, at the 
head of the list appears the pernicious indulgence that her parents 
gave to her every idle, vain, and proud desire. It is to be hoped that 
parents will learn a lesson by it, and regard the subjoined remarks of 
the managers of the Philadelphia Magdalen Society, who say — " It is 
apparent that fruitful sources of error and crime may be traced to the 
want of family discipline — to the absence of that deep-felt responsi- 
bility, which teaches parents, and masters, and mistresses, the ne- 
cessity of knowing how each hour is passed by those under their 
•care, and with what companions they associate. Parents and guar- 
dians appear to have been too much occupied to remember that the 
paths of youth are slippery, and thus unprotected, neglected or for- 
gotten, a cruel destroyer has been sufiered to enter among them, 
and to blight many a fair, a promising flower. But if, of such watch- 
men as these, the inquiry is made. What has become of the lambs 
that I gave thee 1 will it be a justification for any to say, While thy 
servant was busy here and there, the damsel was undone ? Is there 
not cause to fear that these neglectful parents and guardians will 
learn that their lives shall go for the lives of those who have thus 
perished from their families ? Of one fact the managers are fully 
persuaded, that if, in every house, a vigilant and Christian care was 
steadily maintained to keep from harm every member of the family, 
the number of unchaste females would be very much lessened." 

2d. The history of this female illustrates the tremendous demo- 
ralizing influence of dances, parties of pleasure, novels, theatres, and 
similar places — of which the author was passionately enamored, 
and to which she assigned, as incentives of her levity, vanity, pride, 
love of dress and loose morals, a large share in the causes of her 
degradation. The annexed extract from the report of the Phila- 
delphia Magdalen Society alludes to these causes of licentious- 
ness : — i* During the last year, (1824) the applications for ad- 
mission have been numerous, and, as heretofore noted, by fe- 
males who are very young. So many of these have stated that 
their first aberrations from chastity were the consequence of 
their attending places of amusement and of exhibitions, that 
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the minds of the managers have been forcibly impressed with 
the truth of the observation, in substance, of one of the deeply de- 
' praved associates of guilt — ^that if fathers would but keep their 
daughters away from the circus and wax-work shows, there would 
be much less cause to weep over their degradation and depravity 
from the paths of virtue. Some of these instances have been very 
affecting : lovely, promising maidens, just arrived to their fifteenth 
or sixteenth year, and tenderly reared by a widowed mother, often 
amidst poverty, and through various difficulties, have unhappily 
visited these places, and after nights of absence, have returned to a 
heart-broken parent to acknowledge their dishonor, and to show that 
their sense of moral and Christian obligation has been so polluted, 
that they have determined to yield themselves to a wicked coarse of 
life. So much positive evil has been traced to these sources, that 
the managers deem it incumbent to suggest to the members of the 
society, whether application ought not to be made to competent au- 
thority to have them removed to a greater distance from the dense 
population of the city and liberties, or, at least, entirely closed after 
candle light." 

In London, the grand and most efficient auxiliaries to all the sys- 
tems of female defilement and immorality, are the theatres, the pub- 
lic houses, and the annual fairs. More juvenile thieves and harlots 
are made such, and commence their career in Greenwich, Camber- 
well, and Bartholomew fairs, every year, than in the whole of Lon- 
don. Among the second, but equally efficient class of auxiliaries in 
London, is sabbath-breaking — the public tea-gardens at the outskirts 
of London, always in the summer crowded to excess — ^the boats on 
the Thames, to Chelsea and Battersea — the short stages, and the 
boats to Greenwich, and the steam-packets. 

dd. This letter furnishes some practical results of the principles 
of the Free Enquirer, one of whose editors is a professed prostitute. 
The collegian, a Deist, admired her doctrine, and often, in college, 
lectured in his own room, to students attached to him by his frank- 
ness and affability, usually beginning as a minister of the Lord Jesus, 
and ending as one of Satan's confessed imps. Admitting the truth 
of her story, I know the collegian, and have exhausted years with 
him in the pursuit of literature and science. As a classical scholar, 
and a clever speaker, he bids fair to arrive at eminence in a liberal 
profession. It is desirable that men of promise should be firm pillars 
of freedom, and the advocates and exemplars of all that is amiable, 
and lovely, and of good report. Such is the strength of my attach- 
ment to this youth, that I cannot cease to cherish the fond hope, that 
he may yet be such a man. Still, as he adopted and disseminated 
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tbote prindplee term«d ** liberal," at so early a period,the practical lev^ 
son it furnishes is, that brothers should shun the society of those men 
whose principles encourage the destruction of female purity, lest 
they become agents in their sisters' ruin ; for when men cherish, and 
propagate such principles, it is not strange that our ears are of- 
fended, and our hearts horror-smitten at the repeated accounts of 
fathers' prostituting their own daughters. 

4th. Presidents of colleges, and professors in the same institu- 
tions, will be reminded by this fact of the responsibility of their sta- 
tions, and of the influence of their example, and lectures, on the 
principles and conduct of their pupils. 

5th. In the light of this fact, college students will see the pro- 
priety of avoiding profane, profligate classmates, and students of 
liberal principles ; for this Collegian and the female's brother were 
class-mates, and intimate friends ; and one of the collegiate vaca- 
tions he spent with her brother, at her father's house, at which he 
saw her for the first time. She respected the friend of her brother, 
and could do no less, for it was a brother who introduced him to her. 
So it seems that there is principle concerned among sceptics, in re- 
warding friendship. 

6th. When parents look at this fact, their souls will be concerned 
for the safety of their sons in college, where there is so much to poi- 
son the moral sensibilities of youth, and to corrupt their habits. I 
have seen at college the sons of pious parents, and have seen those 
sons ruined there. Before I left my alma mater, two collegians 
were brought to their graves by licentiousness. The shattered body 
of one fell a loathsome mass into its parent earth. And here it is to 
be remarked, that the most noted debauchees were the most noted 
for scepticism and liberal principles — an inevitable consequence. In- 
deed it is necessary that men living in vice, should ease their goaded 
consciences by the false doctrines — ^that there is no hell, and that 
Jesus Christ is no more than a mere man of illicit origin. So Tom 
Paine taught, and Tom Paine's Age of Reason, I find, is the Bible of 
these men, even in college. Therefore parents will perceive the ne- 
cessity of pure and undefiled principles, and religion, within college 
inclosures. Our colleges are our galaxy of literary celebrity and 
hope. Let them be borne in mind at the altar. 
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No. 12. 
THE MINISTER'S DAUGHTER— A MERCHANT'S WIPE. 

(An extract from mj diary of October 11, 1830.) 

" As we were approaching the usual field of our daily labors at 
the Five Points, two once beautiful women stood at the junction of 
Anthony, Orange, and Cross streets, the union of which forms five 
angles in the circumjacent blocks, and gives the name of Five Points 
to that portion of the city in its immediate vicinity. The women 
were quarreling, and reproaching each other in the most abusive and 
foul language. A group of persons soon assembled around them. 
The feelings of one became ungovernable. She dexterously drew 
her fist, smote the other on her cheek, and sent her reeling back- 
wards forcibly to the side-walk, where her body struck a lamp-post, 
around which it bent, while her head repeated its dizzy blows on the 
pillar. Recovering, the creature returned to her antagonist, with a 
heart boiling with fiendish passions. The battle was renewed. I 
entered the throng and drove them off the ground. Each was eager 
to tell her grievance, but there was no time to hear their story ; for 
before they were out of the street, a woman from a company of 
girls of the town, standing at the corner of the street, came in haste 
to me, and said. Sir, there is a dead man in that house, — pointing 
to it. He died last evening. They did not do to him the thing 
that was right. Will you go there and see to it? She passed on 
before us, and we were led through a narrow, deep, dark alley, to a 
flight of steps which she ascended, conducting us to an upper apart- 
ment, where the porpse was. Strange sights. A small, low, foul, 
and ill-scented room, whose furniture consisted of one stool, one 
tub, one ragged tick, through which the straw was escaping, two 
blankets, one tea-pot, two tea-cups and saucers, two rusty knives 
and forks, one relic of a corn-broom, and one table. On that table 
lay the dead man. His wife, if his wife she was, with adulterous 
eyes bursting from their sockets, and scarred by ill usage, all agi- 
tation, and clamor, and wrath, made the heroine among the women 
by the dozen. Here we took our stand and preached to them Jesus 
Christ, and read to them the word of God. Some of them went out 
of the room as soon as we commenced. Others came in. Some of 
them were coming and going all the time we remained there. My 
brother was called away by Mr. C to attend the prayer-meet- 
ing appointed yesterday in the adjacent house, in which it is com- 
monly reported that there are sixteen or twenty strange women. 
My feelings were strange — indescribable. A good reason for it. A 
man hazards his good name by loitering' in the vicinity of these 
places of moral defilement. What then do I hazard by having such 
a multitude of these creatures around me, in this polluted den of 
thieves 1 But my soul is grieved. I know that God, the just Judge, 
is omniscient, and that whatever profligates, to screen themselves^ 
impute to me, will neither rob me of conscious innocence, or involve 
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me in the displeasure of my Maker. So 1 stood tirm in conscidus 
innocence of evil, purpose, and was strengthened in the discharge of 
my duty. 

Then I resolved to continue to visit the haunts of these guilty oflT- 
casts, if, perchance, God would grant repentance unto life to some 
of them. The example of Christ encouraged me, and I proceeded 
with my discourse. They were attentive. What a fine opportunity 
to impress on their minds the Scenes of a future day — a day of re- 
tribution ! I preached to them on death and the resurrection — Sin 
, and the atonement — heaven and hell. And added, You feel that vice and 
pain are united, and you know that you are unable to separate them. 
There is pure pleasure in heaven, and in the service of God there is 
peace and delight. Think of hell, in which there is pain, and of 
the service of Satan, in which there is distress. If vou will serve 
the devil on earth, pain must mingle in your illicit pleasures ; and 
the more vicious you are^ the more miserable you are, and will be. 
Think of your midnight reveling 'midst cursing, bitterness, fighting, 
drunkenness, theft, and murder — of your terrific dreams, and toe 
shrieks of the lost echoing in your ears, in the lone hours of night— 
of your own criminal conduct, and resolution to commit suicide and 
murder — of your parents who loved, educated, and trained you to 
virtue, now broken-hearted, and sorrowing, goinc down to the 
grave— of sisters afflicted— of brothers mortified — of relatives 
grieved — of your bodies abused— of your souls injured — of your 
neighbor and country wronged— of God ofiended, and of heaven 
lost. You already anticipate, yea, taste the agonies of the pit. 
Look ! Here on this table lies a man ; it is his body ; his soul is 
now rejoicing in heaven, or is tormented in hell. In him behold ^ 
VDur own future situation. Even now you cannot sleep quietly, or 
look death unaffinghted in the face. Oh ! the guilty conscience that 
pursues you — ^how it turns your sports into pains. ". It is true," said 
one, '' there is ^eat and continual pain in this life. Our mirth is 
often forced." Why then do you not seek pleasure in the discharge 
of your duties to God, to man, and to yourself? In righteous living 
there is no pain. It is sin that creates pain. Now there is pleasure 
in a sense of pardoned sin — in justification by faith in the Son 
of God. It is sweet to the soul, at night, to lie down to rest with a 
purified conscience and reconciled mind. Great peace and pleasure 
have they that love the laws of God, and meditate upon them in the 
night-watches. They shall see God's fiice in heaven. And why 
wfll you not seek for that purity and peace which flow firom a union 
to Jesus Christ 1 

Hear what is written — " And the Spirit and the bride say. Come, 
and let him that heareth say. Come, and let him that is athirst, come ; 
and whosoever will, let him take of the waters of life freely. Wash 
you, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes, cease to do evil, learn to do well, seek judgment, relieve 
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the wioow. Come now 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord. Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red as crim- 
son, they shall be as wool." 

No. L Jan. 1833. 4 



At tiie close of the meeting I walked towmrds the door through 
which I had entered* and was stopped by a female, who said, " Oh, 
sir/' as she grasped my hand, and tears flowed from her eyes, " I 
am a miniMter's daughter. I am mined. I have no home — ^no 
fiiend/' 

The history of this female is interesting. In her maiden days she 
learned the trade of an artificial flower and dress maker. A mer- 
chaat wooed and wedded, and afterwards forsook her, for the society 
of another woman. Troubles increased, and she drove them off 1^ 
intemperance. Her boose was soon broken op, her carriages sold, 
and sne thmst on the town. In a cellar kept by the black woman 
that once served in her kitchen, she foond a shelter, and a master 
who drove her with a cowhide, that often left its marks for weeks 
after its application to her back. 

In the Mrinter of 1890 she was sent to the penitentiary, and placed 
in tJ^ hospital, where her softest bed was straw. I visited her one 
morning. Her food had frozen, and she desired a favor of the sa- 
periotendent, which was prompUy conferred. Since that time her 
imprisonment has been repeated several times. One Saturday even, 
ing, in the middle of October, she entered the office of a medical 
gentleman where I was, and bewailed in bitterness her sad condition. 
On the previous evening a stranger gave her two shillings, with 
which sne bought some medicine, and paid for her lodgings. Being 
destitute of money, and having no home, I advised her to go to her 
relations in this ci^, and to cast herself on tiiem. '< Oh," said she, 
<* I am ashamed ! I am afraid. They don't look at me. I see them 
sometimes, but they don't see me. They don't know me, I am so 
changed." 

Poor soul, how touching her story was ! It went to my heart. She 
concluded to go and do as I advised her. Her relations are in good 
circumstances, and move in a highly reputable circle. 

This woman is a clerg3rman's daughter, and it is not a solitary 
case. There are daughters of other clergymen now living x>n the 
town, in this city. It is also said that the widows of a few 'clergy- 
men are living in the same manner. It is certain that one of them 
has been late^ rescued. The daughters of some elders, and dea- 
cons, and church members, residing in various parts of the country, 
are on the town, in New York. And worse than all, even certain 
members of churches, of different denominations, but principally 
f^om the Methodist and Romish sects, have been taken from the low- 
est holes in the city, and led to the New York Magdalen asylum. 
No rank or profession in life has escaped the march of this monster 
of horrid mien. Intellectual power, and a s^ned education, adorn 
many of the inmates of in&mous tenements. 

The subject before me addresses itself to the church of Jesus 
Christ. The Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of 
fire, and his feet like fine brass, hath something against his church, 
because it suffers certain persons, unreproved, to teach and to seduce 
some of his servants to commit fornication. And this is not the 
worst ; for the church, as a body, has ceased to teach men that li- 
centiousness is sin. A fastidious taste excludes from the pulpit sermon 
even a strong remark on the sin of debauchery, while this saxpe fiisti- 
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dious taste craves the " Pelham," " Devereaux," and ** Faulklansl*' 
novels, and other works of a like kind, containing the history of se- 
ducers, and debauchees, and rakes, and assignations, and seductions, 
and illicit amours. Hence licentiousness can flourish. Neither 
literature or preaching condemn it. As most ministers carefUlly 
omit preaching against it, it is no matter of surprise that men shoiiLa 
plead for the vice as a necessary evil, because their evil propensities 
tend to its existence and perpetuity. I heard a Christian minis- 
ter remark, but a few days since, that he did not know that it 
was sinful, until after he had joined himself to the church. A medi- 
cal gentleman, who has been connected for fifleen years with the 
pubUc hospitals of this city, told me that he was seventeen years old 
before he was aware that lewdness was sinful. These men were in 
the habit of attending the house of public worship. 

The question forces itself upon us, why is it that these men were 
ignorant that adultery and fornication are sins? Because, most minis- 
ters of the gospel pay little or no regard to the command <^ their divine 
Master — '* Preach the preaching I bid thee." I never heard a sermon 
preached on the seventh commandment. Man^r thousands of per- 
sons reared in pious families, and regular in their attendance on the 
public worship of God, never heard their minister preach against the 
vice under consideration. Thousands have fallen from worsniping as- 
semblies to the lowest places of vice, and thence down to hell, and 
in all their course no man preached to them on this subject. Thou* 
sands are treading in their steps, and the vice stalks abroad in the 
land ; and where are the pulpits that utter the curses of the Lord 
against those who are addicted to licentiousness] Doubtless there 
are some churches in which each of the ten commandments receives 
a full and stated. exposition. It is to be hoped that before the lapse 
of one year, there will not be a solitary church where the minister 
will neglect to do his duty on the interesting subject before us. What 
is their duty ? What message does God bid his ministers to deliver 
to the people of their charge — the subjects of his earthly empire? Is 
not their duty and their message plainly stated in the Bible ? Ar^ 
they not specially charged to lin up their voice as a trumpet, to show 
the people their sins ? Are not the lascivious criminals of royal, 
and of obscure standing too, condemned in the Bible, in plain, bold* 
and decisive terms ? Is not the Bible style of preaching the style of 
preaching ministers are bound to adopt ? Are they commissioned 
to represent the interests of their Lord's government, and flimished 
with the record of particulars to which their Lord charges them to. 
attend, at the peril of their souls ? Why then do they omit to preach 
on the seventh commandment ? In extenuation of this criminal ne- 
glect of positive duty charged on them, what admissible plea can be 
presented at the bar of Gt)a, while rendering an account of the man- 
ner and faithfulness with which that trust has been attended to ? 
Will it be said that it is difficult to preach on it ? Then why do they 
bear an office for which they are incompetent ? The priest's lips 
must keep knowledge — a novice is not to be put into the ministiy. 
Will it be said that the refinement and delicacy of feeling in modern 
audiences render it improper? It is true that the utmost delicacy 
and chastity of language should be studied ; but, on the principle as- 
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si^mad, the seventh commandment, and all that class o£ texts in the 
Bible exegetical of it, are indelicate, and ought to be expunged from 
that book before it can be fit for any person to read ; and St. Paul, 
and the other apostles, and even the Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
mightily misapprehended the true secret of doing good, on many oc- 
casions, and were actually guilty of indecorous language. They 
preached to refined audiences. John the Baptist told a prince that 
it was not lawful for him to have his brother's wife. Paul reasoned 
on righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come, before re- 
finement and royalty too. Jesus Chnst said to the generation that 
crucified him, '* This is an adulterous and sinful generation." The 
apostles imitated him. The prophets preceded him in the same strain 
of preaching. And do not the perfections of God and his truth re- 
quire that his ministers in each succeeding generation, to the end of 
time, should imitate the example they set before the most refined 
and literary audiences of the Au^stinian age? 

Will it avail to say that certain members of the church and con- 
gregation would consider such preaching as a personal attack — ^that 
they will be oiSended — that they will leave the church and congrega- 
tion — ^that the minister's support will be destroyed for doing it — ^that 
much unpleasant feeling will be excited among many persons in the 
conmiunity, and that it will do more evil than good ? On what evi- 
dence do these assertions rest, or are they mere hypotheses ? Has 
the trial been made ? But wiU God, on this ground, allow his or- 
ders to be disobeyed with impunity ? Suppose a minister at the 
court of St. James, in the execution of his official trust, should act 
on these principles, would not the sovereign that appointed him, de- 
nounce him as a traitor to the interests of his country ? And if a 
minister of Jesus Christ adopts and acts on the same principles is he 
better than a traitor to the interests of his Master's spiritual king- 
dotal 

Is it within the limits of possibility that gospel ministers, of any 
Christian denomination, can for a moment suppose, that they are 
excused from this duty, on the ground that the relics of the French 
Jacobites, and the libertines of the city and country, shall, in 
infuriated mobs, threaten to banish them from their country 
for discharging that diity ? Shall they be intimidated by threats 
of infidel and licentious daily and weekly papers issued from 
this city? Do they shun the wrath of the guilty, and escape 
the Anti-Magdalen committee's vengeance by incurring the indigna- 
tion of Jehovah ? Whether it is better to obey man than Grod, let 
ministers who neglect to preach on the seventh commandment, 

i^udge. Let those who bear the ark of the covenant solve the pro- 
blem, whether he that saveth his life shall not lose his soul. Let 
them reflect upon what it isjto take up the cross. Let them dUi- 
Ijantly inquire whether they are able to drink of the cup of which 
Uhrist dnuik, and to be baptized with the baptism wherewith Christ 
vnB baptized. What if bonds await them for obeying the royal 
mandate of their august sovereign ? The prison doors have already 
been opened in a land that boai^ of religious liberty, and mission- 
aries of the cross are iHcarceiUted in Geoigia. As energy marks 
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the efforts of the wicked to unite anarchy, irreligion, vice, and statev 
and desperate threats, and bloody intimations have in this city of 
New York, already been made by men, whose hue and cry ever is 
** liberty," '* liberty," the dagger of the secret assassin, as intima- 
ted in the handbills convening the Anti-Magdalen meetings, may 
yet, at no distant day, by those who made the threats, be stained in 
the blood of the Magdalen committee, its aiders and abettors. Are 
ministers harnessed for the conflict, or will they tamely succumb to 
the dogmas of unrighteousness ? Have they a zeal for the Lord of 
Hosts, and a determination to divide the word of Crod so that every 
man may have his portion in due season ? The blessing of the 
Lord is in the house of those who keep his commandments, where- 
fore ministers ought to remember what has happened unto some of 
their brethren. 

*<0 Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel ; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn 
them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou 
shalt surely die ; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of 
his way to turn from it, if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in 
his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul." Ezekiel. 

The prevalence of vice, and the criminal neglect of the ministers 
of Grod to preach with boldness against it, are sure precursors of na- 
tional ruin. The history of the world furnishes ample proof. Re- 
member the carnage in France, in the days of Robespiere, and let it 
be borne in mind by Americans, that french infidels of that same 
school that sucked the richest blood of Europe, are now in this 
country gulling them, and exciting the cry of Union of Church and 
State, Sunday mails, &c. Pass over from France to England, and 
notice the state of open licentiousness in the court and church of 
Charles, and mark the consequences. Read the stonr of Balbec, 
. Babylon, and Palmyra. But the position is maintained by still bet- 
ter evidence. It is in the history of the Jews. What swept that 
nation from the land of promise^ and reduced to scinders the cities 
of the plain, and deluged the world ? Vice. Yes, vice. It was 
Ezekiel (ch. 2Z) who said* ^- the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Now thou Son of man wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the 
bloody city ? Yea, thou shalt show her all her abominations. Then 
say thou, thus saith the Lord God, the city sheddeth blood in the 
midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols against her- 
self to defile herself. Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou 
hast shed ; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast 
made ; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come 
even unto thy years : therefore nave I made thee a reproach unto 
the heathen, and a mocking to all countries. Those that be near, 
and those that be far from tnee, shall mock thee, which art infamous 
and much vexed. Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in 
thee to their power to shed blood. In thee have they set light by 
father and mother ; in the midst of thee hav9 they dealt by oppres- 



f u>a vritb the stranger ; in thee have they vexed the fUherless and 
the widow. Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast prd[aiied 
my sabbaths. In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood ; and in 
thee they eat upon the mountains ; in the midst of thee they commit 
lewdness; in thee have they discovered their fathers' nakedness; 
in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pcdlotion. And 
one hath committed abomination with his neighbor's wife ; and ano- 
ther hath lewdly defiled his daughter-in-law ; and another in thee 
hath humbled his sister, his father's daughter. In thee have they 
taken gifts to shed blood ; thou hast ti^en usury and increase, and 
thou hast greedilv gained of thy neighbors by extortion, and hast 
forgotten me^saith the Lord God. Behold, therefore, I have smitten 
mine hand 9l thy dishonest ^in which thou hast made, and at thy 
blood which has been shed m the midst of thee. Can thine heart 
endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal 
with thee 1 1 the Iiord have spoken it, and will do it. And I will 
scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, 
and will consume thy filthiness out of thee. And thou shalt ti^e 
thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and thou 
shalt know that I am the Lord. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of mooi, the 
house of Israel is to me become dross ; adl tney are brass, and tin, 
and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace ; they are even tiie 
dross of silver. Therefore thus saith the Lord God : jB^ause ye are 
all become dross, behold, therefore, I will gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. As they gather silver and brajss, and iron and lead, and 
tin in the midst of tl^ furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it ; 
60 will I gather you in mme anger and in my fury, and I will leave 
you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you 
m the fire of my wrath, and ye shall he melted in the midst thereof. 
As silver is melted in the midst of the fumaoe, so shall ye be melted in 
the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lobd have poured 
out my fury upon you. 

And the word of the LoEi» came unto me, saying. Son of man, 
say unto her. Thou art the land thai is not cleansed, nor rained upon 
in the day of indignation. There is a conspiracy of her prophets in 
the midst thereoiTlike a roaring lion ravening the prey ; they have 
devoured souls ; they have taken the treasure and precious things ; 
they have made her many widows in the midst thereof. Her priests 
have violated my law, and have profkned mine holy things ; they Imve 
put no difference between the holy and profiine ; nether have tibey 
shewed any difference between the unclean and the clean, and have 
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 
Her princes in the miost thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, 
to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain, ^d 
her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar, seeing va- 
nity, and divining lies unto them, saying. Thus saitii the Lord God, 
when the Lord £th not i^pokfiH* The people of the land have used 
oppression, and ex^xisid Mlbery, and have vexed the poor and 
needy ; yea, they have oppreifsed the stranger wrongfully. And I 
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sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge, and 
stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it ; 
but I found none. Therefore luLve I poured out mine indignation 
upon them ; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath ; theiif 
own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Loeb 
God.'* 

. It is an inquiry of vast moment to this nation-^to the perpetuity 
of its existeneer-4x> the stability of its civil, literary, and religious 
institutions-^and to the freedom of man from persecutions on ac* 
count of his religion, whether, in the preceding description of mo- 
rals in Jerusalem, is not described the moraw of New York, and 
other portions of the land ? The causes that brouffbt judgments on 
the Jews, will also bring them on the Americans. The only hope of 
our escape, is in the antidotes—reformation. £xcept we repent, we 
shall perish. And let magistrates bearing rule, an^ sworn to ex* 
ecute the laws, remember that they are the servants of God, and 
that they must give an account to him for the fidelitv with which they 
discharge their trust. Let them bear in mind that the Supreme 
Judge is omniscient, and impartial, and just. 
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THE IMPRISONliD LADY. 



<^ Forlorn of hope, the lovely maid he left, 
*' (cinfive and pale, of every Jmt bereft. 
" She to her sileiit couch retired to weep, 
While her mad swain embarked upon the deep." 
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The following is a narrative of some facts that happened in the 
city of New York and elsewhere, in the summer of lool, to a lady 
who moves in the first circles of fashion and wealth. Some of the 
interesting circumstances of her history are omitted, in order to 
conceal the place of her residence, and the name of her family, for 
the simple reason that the detection of her name and place of resi- 
dence mi^ht operate unpleasantly on the minds of those with whom 
she associates, and thereby consummate her ruin. 

An orphan, in her infancy, a wealthy gentileman adopted, and 
treated her as a daughter. In the society of his ctMldren, and in 
that of the man who beguiled her into his power, she grew to the 
years of maturity. While on a visit at the house of a distant rela« 
tive, her betrayer told her that he had asked the consent of her 
family that their marriage might be 8olemnized-<»-for she had pre- 
viously accepted his proposal that she should be the companion of 
his life — ^but that her family withheld their consent, and that there- 
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tore, before a cerlain time, which he then named, she must take the 
alternative — ^to part with him forever, or to accompany him to a 
certain place where their engagements should be fulnllea. 

Her situation was- unpleasant. She had left home to visit a rela- 
tive. Her mother had ffiven her some money to shop for the family, 
not apprehending her danger, but confiding in the hope that, at the 
set time, her daughter would return to cheer the domestic circle. 
Under these circumstances, the lady was embarrassed. To comply 
with his request, was to exchange a certainty for an uncertainty ; 
to lose relatives, and hazard the acquisition of others equally kind. 
Therefore to leave her father, and mother, and friends, bo uncere- 
moniously, and without permission, to do that which would incur 
their sore displeasure, she hesitated — she thought of it — she viewed 
it in all the attitudes in which she could place it— and it is not im- 
possible that solemn thoughts entered her mind on the duty of ho- 
noring her father and her mother, that her days might be long on the 
land which the Lord had given to her. It of course was with no 
usual interest that she weired the consequences of accepting the 
proposal. But the very thought of parting forever with the man 
whose image was ever in her mind, and in whom she confided 
more than in a brother, and whom she loved as her own life, was pain- 
ful beyond description : she knew that his standing in societv waa 
as good as her own — ^that his employment was lucrative, and that 
his acqiiaintance and residence in her father's house had been of 
long and acceptable standing. The ardor of her attachment to him 
who, as of right, had become her gallant, gave to these circum- 
stances an importance in her mind of no usual character ; for they 
became the basis of a hope, that a pardon or an atonement for an 
aet of filial disobedience would reconcile her to her relatives. 

The appointed hour arrived. She decided in his favor. They 
eloped, and on the journey, she passed, among strangers, as his 
niece. They arrived at the specified place. She. was humbled. 
The marriage ceremony was not performed. On the third morning 
after their arrival at the place, as she was urging on him his duty to 
fulfill his engagement, he said that he had just received letters from 
New York on business, and that they must put off being married 
until they arrived there. 

They embarked for New York. Her prospects were not at an 
end, and cheerfulness was once more seen on her countenance, 
lately marred with anidety. On the journey, in a packet, she saw 
a newspaper which contained an extract from the first annual report 
of the executive committee of the New York Majgfdalen Society. 
An interview with a friend at that moment preventmg her from pe- 
rusing it, she placed the paper in her reticule until the occurrence of 
a favorable opportunity for reading it. That time came, and she 
read it. It was the case of an nnfortunate girl. Tears started 
from her eyes. He saw them, and asked her why she wept. She 
placed the paper in his hand. He read the article, and asked her if 
she was afmid that that would be her lot. No, replied the afilicted 
lady, but I cannot refhon from weeping. Ah ! could he have s^n 
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tlie grief that sat corroding on her soul, he would have seeD the 
cause of her tears. 

An acquaintance of his, but a stranger to her, a day or two pre- 
vious to her entrance into the packet, had joined their society, and 
was traveling in their company. Her journey was rendered some- 
what pleasant by the kind attentions of Mrs. J. and her husband, 
who were in the packet going with them to New York. On Saturn 
day evening they arrived in the city, and took lodgings in a highly 
respectable hotel. There with redoubled solicitude she renewed h^ 
request that he would remove her shame and reproach, by foliiUing 
his engagement. With artifice he put her off, saying, at one time, 
that they could live together as happily without as with the minis- 
ter's speaking a few words over them^^; and, at another time, that he 
would purchase many fine things for her, if she would be cheerful 
and contented — a characteristic of the profligate. On the sabbath 
he entered her parlor, and requested her to walk into the city. She 
declined. He importuned. She renewed her intreaties that he 
would marry her. " What," said he, scornfully tossing his head and 
straightening his body, ''is it the old thing still ? If you will be 
contented, (a hypocritical smile playing on his face at the time,) I 
will write to our friends that we are married, and will buy you a fine 
house, and make you the mistress of it." " No," said the unhappy 
female, ** I cannot live so. You promised to marry me. As a gen- 
tleman of honor, fulfill your engagement." It was the desperate pur- 
pose of an injured female that now flashed in her eye, and gave 
tone to her voice. He tapped her on the shoulder, and said^ *' My 
little ffirl, remember that you are far from home. I am the only 
friencfyou have in this city. My pleasure is your law." Indignant, 
she sternly replied, '< Once I took your alternative, now you must 
take mine — ^either marry me immediately, or leave my presence for- 
ever. As your neice I*shall pass no longer. Unless you marry me, 
I will expose you." 

He turned, walked to the door, stopped, looked at her, asked her 
if she would walk into the city, left the room, and came no more into 
her presence. 

She went to her meals after this without a maintainor or an 
escort, for he was missing. A few days elapsed, and her situation 
became unpleasant, for it was noticed, and she was asked where he 
was. She was pressed for an answer, but what could she say? The 
company read in her blushes, and confusion, and hesitation, that all 
was not right, and was unwilling to allow her to be silent, iler 
afilicted, palpitating heart unfitted her for solid reflection. She 
thought of excusing his absence, by saying that he was unexpectedly 
called into the country on business. Thus she hoped to allay an in- 
quisitive spirit. Finally she gave the subject a turn, and after that 
seldom lefl her room, but received her meals in it. The stranges — < 
his friend — ^was far more inquisitive than all the rest of the compa- 
ny. He pressed his suit so boldly, that on one occasisn be entered her 
private apartment, and told her that she was in trouble, and that he 
wished to lend her all the assistance in his power. He made seve- 
ral inquiries which were deemed impertinent, and received the treat- 
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m^Dt such conduct merits. In a day or two afterwards he repeated 
his visit, told her that he wished her to make him her confidant, and 
to tell him her situation, and whether she was his friend's neice. 
*' Why do you ask these questions 1 Is it out of mere cariosity, or 
with a pure desire to do me a kind office?" As she ottered^ these 
words, ner eye fixed a piercing look on the intruder. Her soul was 
sJive to his reply. He answered, " My designs are benevolent. I see that 
you are in trouble. My friend left the hotefon sabbath evening and took 
his baffgage with him. You will see him no more. Many reports, dis« 
reputtSJe to your good name, are afleat in the hotel. It is necessary that 
you should adopt some measures to protect yourself." Confounded 
by the intelligence, and believing that the stranger was sincere, she 
told him how she was situated ; that she was not his friend's neice, 
and that she had been deceived, and betrayed, and led hi from home» 
under thie promise of marriage. '* So I sui^K)8ed," said the stranger ; 
and aj^ain he assured her, on the word of a gentiieman, that he was 
her friend — that he had compassion on her, and that he would aid 
her. 

" But, madam, what will vou do V* She replied that she expect* 
ed her brother would be in the city soon, to purchase goods, and that 
she would return with him — and that she would secure the landlord 
for her board, with her jewels. He told her that the hotel was an 
expensive place in which to board ; that as she had no friends in the 
citv, and the circle of his acquaintance in New York was extensive, 
at her reouest he would procure for her a private and less expensive 
boarding-nouse, where she could make all the arrangements neces* 
saiT to facilitate her return home. 

At her request, but at his suggestion, or, as is more probable, at 
the suggestion of her fhlse lover, he procured a boardixig-hoase for 
her, and ordered a carriage to the door to c(H\yey her there. As they 
were entering the carriage, Mrs. J., the lady -with whom she travel- 
ed, asked her where she was going, to which the stranger loa^ 
reply, that he would inform Mrs. J. on his return, and that the lady's 
address should be given to Mrs. J. As the carriage was about movmg 
offf he named to Mrs. J. the street and the number of the house 
where the lady was going, adding, it is not far distant, and she will 
frequently call on you. What a consmnmate hypocrite he was t 
He then Knew that Mrs. J. would neither see her again, or know 
where she went. 

The carriage moved off. Words smoother than oil, and civility 
exquisite as delicacy itself, characterized the man. In a familiarly 
ple^ant manner he asked the lady if she would be so kind as to give 
lum the hour of the day ; for his avaricious eye saw at her side an 
elegant gold watch. <'It is impossible," was her reply, "as m^ 
wa^ is not wound." ** Shall I take it, madam ? I will convey it 
to a silversmith, and furnish it with a key." ** No," said the lady, 
" it is of litUe importance for me to know the time. Greater mat- 
ters trouble me." The carriage had not yet proceeded far fhmi the 
hotel. He ordered it to stop, got out, told the driver where to leave 
the Isdy, to whom the hollow-hearted soul said, <* I will meet you at 
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the door." The carriage proceeded to the house. It was naiUieT 
the house, nor was it in the street, he named at the hotel to Mrs. J. 

As the carriage-door opened, she looked out to see the stranger, 
but he was not there. Disappointment once more caused a tremu- 
lous sensation to roll along her nerves, and agitate her heart. She 
entered the house, and was introduced to a splendid parlor, furnished 
in costly style. The mistress asked her to take a seat. She de- 
clined, and desired to see her chamber. She was led into a parlor, 
in the second story, no less sumptuously decorated than the one she 
had left. The stranger had not yet made his appearance. It was 
near night, and she was called to tea. In the evening she was invited 
into the lower parlor, but declined entering it, on hearing the voices of 
men. Pretending that she was wearied by her journey, and that she 
ou^t to retire to rest, she was shown an upper chamber, furnished 
with two beds, and was told that a female boarder occupied one of 
them. 

Between one and two o'clock in the morning the door of her bed- 
room opened, aiid the occupier of the second bed entered. The lady 
was weeping, for sleep had not yet closed her aching eyes, or drown- 
ed the afflictive feelings of her heart. The girl inquired the cause of 
the lady's tears, and was answered by the lady in a plaintive tone, such 
as mental anguish gives, I am in a strange house, in a strange city^ 
without a ^end, far from home, whence I was led under the promise oi 
marriage, and then deserted. Tears came out of the girl's eyes, as she 
stood and looked on the lady. Ah, well might she weep, for the lady 
had probably told her her own sad history. '* Do you know where you 
are ?" said the girl. <' No," replied the lady. " You are in a house 
of assignation, madam, from which the mistress will not let you go. In 
this house you are confined, and must now enter on that course of life 
which I am compelled to pursue." The lady was smitten with horror 
at the intelligence, and wished to know how her escape could be 
efibcted. The girl gave her but little satisfactory information on that 
point, but advised her to feign sickness, that she might avoid seeing, 
company, and added, '' I will do all that I can for you, and that is but 
very little, for the outer doors are locked, and the keys are retained by 
the mistress." 

In the morning the procuress entered the room, and found them in 
tears. The girl she reprimanded, and ordered below. The lady, in 
piteous voice, requested the privilege of leaving the house, without 
giving offense. The jailoress replied, <' You must remain here until 
the gentleman by whom you was placed here comes for you." For 
the privilege of going into the street, and as the reward for liberty, 
the ladv then o&red to give her all the jewels and clothing she had. 
The old creature laughed at her, for, like her fellows, she sold chastity 
at a price, and gloried over this new piece of the richest article in the 
market, concluding, from a long and careful observation of many 
facts, that great gain would be the result of the rapid demand for it* 
Calculations of this kind are daily made, in the exchange of mer^ 
chants, like herself, trading in virgm purity. 

I shall not attempt to describe this lady's feelings, consequent on 
this interview. The fact, and the imagination coloring each pf^rt of 
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this fact, will aid the miud in conceiving the wretchedness of her si« 
tuatioB. Suffice it to say that a reverse of fortune so sad, so sadden, 
80 unexpected, so unmerited at the hands of her betrayers, added a 
keenness to her feelings, females reared in walks of life lower thali 
hers, are incapable of feeling. 

In the evening of this second day, returning from tea, she saw in 
the parlor a gentleman whose &ce was familiar. He was a mer- 
chant, well known to her family, and at whose store she had often 
traded. A fine place for merchants, whose wives and daughters are 
at home ! ! From him she anticipated a kind reception. She hoped 
that he would bo to her an angel of mercy, and the deliverer of her 
soul from the guilt of suicide. She drew near to him, stated her 
case, and asked him to take her away from that house. He was sit- 
ting over his wine, as debauchees usually do, and felt no concern 
• about the lady. '<Oh," said the impure drunkard, ''God's men 
must help you, I can't" — a sentiment in keeping with' his practice. 
Indeed the devil seldom rescues his subjects from ruinous roads, or 
allows his servants to do it. For her consolation, however, he in- 
formed her that she would soon love her situation, and be contented 
^ there. '* Ch, sir," with deep revoltings of soul, "said the afflicted and 
unpitied woman, ** I shall sooner commit suicide than jrield to a life 
of infamy. I am resolved. Choice does not place me here. Pray 
tell not my relatives where you saw me." Then she turned away 
from him, under a more deep depression of soul than she had yet 
felt, and went into her polluted chamber, and passed a night in me- 
ditations as doleful as a daughter of that merchant yet may — ^for God 
visits the iniquities of tlie Others upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generations of those that hate him. 

On Friday, the third day of her imprisonment, her keeper was 
much enra^d at her for violating one of the laws of her house. The 
lady desired to know what that law was. " What it is 1 Why it is to 
- -«it in the parlor in the evening, which you have refused to do." " Oh," 
said the lady, " I cannot sit there with such degraded company as 
that which resorts to your infamous house." Her keeper was 
vexed. She told the lady that she should comply with the rules 
of her house, and that she. should receive the company of gentle- 
men, too ! ! " Madam," replied the prisoner, '* I have been reared 
u lady, and shall receive from you no other treatment than that 
to which a lady is entitled." The exasperated keeper said that 
she would lock the lady in the chamber. She also uttered other say- 
ings too foul and polluting to be repeated. The lady cowered before 
the majesty of her wrath, and tried to operate on her humanity, but 
the jailoress scoffed at her feeling and petitions, and closed the in- 
terview by saying, ** So soon as it is known that I have a lady in my 
house, it will draw gentlemen here ! !" 

Wtdle on the journey to the city, she reserved for immediate use 
but seventy.five cents, having given the balance of her money for 
safe keeping to her betrayer. He did not return it to her. But she 
had money enough to secure the antidote she sought. Assisted by 
the domestic, she purchased a vial of poison — black rfrop— with 
which she resolved tp terminate her life that evening. And to pro- 
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tect herself that day from barbarous insult, she locked herself iir the 
chamber. By the additional means of trunks, and other furniture 
placed against the door, it was-so effectually fastened and barricaded, 
that no one could enter it, though several attempts were made. On 
this awful day, in close confinement, believing tnat every soul in the 
house was her enemy, she looked death in all his ^astly features 
full in the face. In her hand she held the vial that contained the 
designed instrument of her execution. ' She reasoned, and as she 
reasoned she recollected the history of the unfortunate girl the Mag- 
dalen society rescued. And cannot the Magdalen society rescue 
me ? thought this child of crime and sorrow. JBut they do not know 
my situation, was her instant reply. Then it occurred to her that if 
she could bv any means get a letter to the chaplain, or to one of the 
directors of^^the society, niat her escape might be made. Under the 
influence of this hope, she offered some of her most valuable clothing 
and jewels to her room-mate, to convey to the society a letter for 
her. The girl would not attempt it, and the mistress hooted at the 
lady, and sported with her feelings and conscientious scruples, as 
procuresses usually do to the females th^ get in their power. 

Still the desire of life, and the hope of effecting an escape, in- 
duced her to put off the laying of violent hands on herself that even- 
ing. *' I will wait until ^turday," said the prisoner, as she viewed 
the laudanum and thought of the grave. Saturday evening arrived, 
and still she hesitated to inflict the dreadful stroke. " I will try another 
dfl^," said the desponding, heart-broken, suicide-meditating woman, 
'*The sabbath is at hand. It is possible that my rescue may be effected by 
some gentleman who will visit the house to-morrow. It cannot be that 
the heart of every man who treads these polluted haunts is entirely 
bereft of fellow-feeling. Then I will throw myself on the protection 
of some one." Her soul then breathed a strong desire to God for 
divine interposition. She felt, she believed that an omnipresent God 
could hear, and that an omniscient beinff knew the secret feel** 
ings and desires of the spirits he formed. Her last hope was in 
the living God, for she had found by experience that debauchees 
are not inctined to rescue unfortunate women from ruin. 

She remained in close imprisonment in her chamber, from Friday 
tiU sabbath evening, and was nearly famished. The girl on one or 
two occasions, by stealth, brought a little cake to her door ; for the 
keeper refus^ to give her f(K>d in the chamber. It was sabbath 
evening. Deliverance or death was to be effected that night. So 
she resolved. Bracing her soul to the steady purpose, she unbarred 
her door, and descended to tea. The mistress was called from the 
tea-table, to see her daughter in another house. After tea she placed 
herself on the sofa in the parlor, and there calmly waited for the 
alternative. A rap at the door indicated the arrival of company, and 
while the turnkey was performing her duty, the lady, oppressed by 
shame, sought concealment, where she heard the comer ask, '' Is 
Mr.—- here?" The strongest feelings of her soul were roused by 
the name. She stepped from behind the door, and asked, '< Is it 
Mr. — of— for whom you inquire V* " It is," replied the man. 
She now stood in the presence of an officer under the general ^o- 
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rior. ** Do you know him }** aeSd he. '< Yos, I know him well. It 
IS not five weeka since I saw him at home." She told him who she 
WIS, how she came to the city and to that hoiise» and bei^ged him to 
take her from it. He made several inquiries about recent occiuv 
nnces in her native town, and finding that she had intimate know- 
ledge of than, be asked her if she k^w Mr. .. She said she 
^d. Taking his hat, he bid her adieo, adding, " I will see you in 
half an hour." He called on that gentleman, and related her story 
to him. The gentleman knew the lady, and her family, and her se* 
dncer. This gentl^nan accompanied the officer to the house in 
winch riie was imprisoned. But, after the officer left the hodse, wad 
befi>re his return, she became melanchcriy and retired to her cham* 
ber. There her mind was altematelv agitated by pleasant and pain* 
ftd thoii^rfats — and time heavily rolled on the decisive hour of deliver- 
ance or death. The coffin, toe grave, the judmnit, hell, heaven, 
eternity, and God, were disUnct in ber vision. Hope fled. She saw 
the Undanom. Horror froxe her blood. A blow on her door an« 
nounced the presence of the girl, who requested her to come down 
into the parlor. JShe refiised. The old hag cried out, " Don't be 
aftmid. It is the gentleman with whom you conversed after tea." 

'Hiere was something inexplicable in this language and conduct, to 
the gentleman from the lady's native town. ''Pmy, madam," raid 
the gentleman, turning to the procuress, '* does the lady reftise to see 
company ?" ** O yes," said the mistress, she has received no com- 
pany since she came to the house, and this," tiuming to the officer, 
''is the only gentleman to whom she has condescended to speak 
since she came here. Ah, ebe spoke to the merchant, her acquaint- 
ance, who was here the other evening." 

The lady made her appearance at the head of the stairs. The 
gentleman saw her, knew 'her, and invi^Umtanly raising his hands, 
exclaimed, ** My God, is that you. Miss ■■- ■■ ! How and when 
did you come here 1" It is no wonder this gentleman's surprise was 
greaL It was but four weeks since he, at home, attended a party 
' at which she was present, and whcm he left home she had not started 
for New York. That evening he provided for her lodgings in a 
hotel, and on the following morning called with the officer and re<« 
cdved her trunk from the procuress, which, in their absence, had 
been opCTed, and rifled of jewels and clothing, to a considmble 
amount— a practice of common daily occurrence in these houses. 
Once the lady ofiered ail her jewels and apparel to her keeper, 
for liberty to go into the street. Then, they were refiised^-now, 
they were stolen. 

On sabbath evening the lady's repose was sweet. On Monday 
morning she had her Uberty, in a land of liberty, tolerating an inter- 
nal republic of vicious persons, who imprison at pleasure the daugh- 
ters of our virtuous, peaceable citizens, and then sell their virtue to 
the vicious for money. Will freemen tolerate the existence of such 
practices ? On Moimay morning she saw the vial of destruction, and* 
■cold chills quivered along her fal<K>d and nerves. Being soon com- 
posed, she returned to wd a devout acknowledgonent of his good«> 
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1x688 to her. On Monday monung she opened het ejres Co tbe ple6# 
sant light that shines on the eartlK-4mt had she remained in incar* 
ceiation, it is probahle that she would have opened them to tiie hnrU 
flames that flash in hell. 

A third ffentlemaa from her native place being in the ci^* called 
on her at ue hotel, and afterwards, in company with t^ c^er, or 
the other merchant, visited the president or the Magdalen society» 
by whom she was famished with board in a genteel fkmily. I^e 
rewarded Mr. Tiq^pan in giving to him the vial of laadanmnx^pe. 
reward his wholesale slan^rers, the pretended guardians of puUic 
morals, might envy that Christian philanthropist. 

In her private retreat she had leisure to review her conduct, her 
wrongs, her condition, and her fhture prospects. Passing by other 
causes of affliction, the thought of bemg cast off by her frinids op* 
pressed her. She wrote to &r parents, and told them the history of 
her elopement and misfortunes, and begged that they would receive 
her once more, if it was but as one of their lowest menials. After 
she sent the letter it occurred to her that she could not enjoy tJie 
society of her once flimiliar associates, as their remarits and nings-w 
slander's barbed arrows—would exceedingly ruffle her feelmgs* 
Then she concluded to remain in New Yonc. For a few days inie 
appeared to be willing to abandon the hope of regaining her nnner 
Btandii^ in society, it was a consoling reflection to her, that she 
could, in this city, not only live by the avails of her honest industryt 
but also acquire a circle of virtuous friends amon^ the middle clasa 
of citizen8---the people anvrng whom is the stamina of virtue. But 
the time when the two gentmmen, both merchants ftom her neitAu 
boriiood, were to start fbr hcmie, was at hand, and her pfailosopmc 
fortitude fled before the revival of her local and filial attachments* 
She resolved to return home with them, relying on the hope that her 
presence at the feet of her parents would plead her cause more pow« 
erfhlly than letters. The merchante felt a lively interest for hier wel« 
fjutei and desired her to bold up her head as m^ as ever, and as- 
sured her that she should find parente in them, if lier own refbsed to 
receive her. 

This lady had seen the origin and triumph of prostitution, in the 

lyest circles in the city haunte of the licentious, and the female 
id with whom she resided, on the sabbath previous to the day 
on which she left the city, accompanied her to the prison and hos* 
pital at Bellevue, that she mig^t see ite decline and end. She was 
present in the female penitentiaxy, at the sabbath school esta b li s h* 
ed in it last winter (1890), by a benevolent society fer the suppress 
sion of vice, and there heard her own history related by the snperin* 
tendent, who, at that time, did not know that she was the person of 
whom he was speaking. Tears flowed down her cheeks in streams. 
He supposed tbat it was sympathy for the ruined girl that caused 
Uiem to run so fbeely. At the close of the school, in which she 
acted as a teacher, her friend accompanied her to the Magdalen asy* 
lum. There she saw females that had fUlen, laboring to ascend the 
hill of virtoe, and through a Redeemer's blood to pluck the laurd of 
purity that flouridie? in unfkding bloom on the holy hill of the bea* 
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venly Zion. At the asylum, in a conversation with the matron and 
chaplain, she acknowledged the obligations of religion, and the pro» 
priety, importance, and du^ of attending immediately to the great 
salvation purchased by the blood of the Son of God. 

An expression of the chaplain reminded her of that saying of he;r 
pretended lover, ** My little girl, remember you are far from home. I 
am the only friend you have m this city. . My pleasure is vour law." 
And then tears watered her bright eyes, and a sigh heaved her bosom, 
and her head fell towards the earth. She remamed in that situation 
a moment, and then placed one hand on her side, and rested her fore- 
head in the palm of the other. The arm of the chair supported the 
elbow of the hand that held her head. Her body gently rocked 
in irregular lines, and her tongue uttered in a low, but melting tone> 
" My misfortune was not voluntary, I was deceived, and deserted, 
and betrayed. I will die sooner than yield to an ini^ous life. I 
know not how to testifj^r my gratitude to the president of your so- 
ciety. His kind attentions to me are not merited." " Its true, re- 
plied the chaplain, that you are indebted to him» but much less how- 
ever than you are indebted to God for disposing the president's 
heart to aid you. To God you are indebted for your deliverance 
from the fangs of your keeper in that abode of pollution in the city, 
and you once believed it. It would be base, to be sure^ to foiget the 
secondary agents of your escape. 

. But let me now invite your attention to other considerations. 
Perhaps you know that tne residence of a female in tlmt house 
renders her while in it liable to an arrest^ as a vagrant, and without 
benefit of judge, juiy, or counsel, to an mprisionment in that vicious 
school and hospital of loathsome disease — ^the penitentiary at BeUe- 
vue. Had Jehovah been deaf to your prayer, in the chamber of 
your imprisonment, it at the most would have been but a few months 
before that old woman, the keeper of that house, would have 
opened her doors and put you into the street, and retained your 
Jewels and clothes too. Then, these things having happened, 
you would wander about the city ashamecT to be seen by the 
virtuous, and jeered at and cursed by the very fellows you saw at 
that house. You would have no home, but the street and the peni- 
tentiary ; for the alms-house was erected for the virtuous poor, though 
it's too true that it is a retreat of the residue of brothels. And 
then you would mingle in the dance and in the revelry of those low 
holes you saw the other day at the Five Points, in which negroes 
and sailors, and hospital convalescents, and foreigners, and citizens, 
and countrymen, commingle in riots, and drunkenness, ""and thefit, 
and murder. There the alderman would seize you, and the police 
magistrate would commit you for sixty days to the penitentiary. 
And when the term of your imprisonment had expired, it would be 
but a few days at most, before you would find yourself again in pri- 
son, and again out of it, until, like some now in it, you would have 
entered it the eighteenth time, and served out at least sixty days at 
each commitment. And that you could not escape this rouUne, is 
probable from the fact that many of the females you saw there, have 
often been discharged one morning and recommitted the next, so 
that their presence from tl^ sabbith school has not been lost by 
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their liberation. Some of these women have spent several years in 
the penitentiary, not having any other place to which to go. Now 
you may picture to your mmd your situation in prison. Confined 
with twenty-five or fifty women, dressed in coarse sail or tow cloth, 
in one room at night, without fire or light, or bed, or pillow, or bun- 
dle of straw, or heap of shavings, or leaves, with an allowance of one 
short narrow blanket filled with vermin for a covering, you would lie 
down like the swine, side jammed to side, and limb matted in limb, 
to sleep on the naked, cold, dirty floor. In the morning, at day-light, 
you would be called into that long workshop in which the sabbath 
school is held to pick oakum or to sew. There a man with a cow- 
hide often walks the floor to preserve peace. And there your day's 
labor would be sold by the authorities for five cents. No friend could 
call on you. And there, as you well know, the law provides no ma- 
tron to win your affections, gain your confidence, commanding your 
respect, enforce your obedience, train you to habits of industry, eco- 
nomy, cleanliness, neatness, propriety in conduct, and chasteness in 
conversation and deportment. 

An intelligent, pious, humane matron you would not have there daily 
to instil into your mind the pure principles of our holy religion, to 
dispel your despair, to soo.th your sorrows, to bind up your wounded 
spirit, to revive your hopes, to restore your love of character, and to 
strengthen your resolution to return no more to prodigal living. But 
you would daily and nightly associate with the old hardened offender, 
mtelligent in well concerted plans of wickedness she is ever busy 
in communicating. There too is loud laughter, ridicule, and solemn 
mockery of all that is good and lovely. Add to this the licentious 
songs, ribaldry, blasphemy, bitterness, reproach, and fighting of the 
inmates of your night room, and tell me if these things would not 
expel from your mind every serious reforming thought, and dislodge 
your imagined firmness of purpose to live virtuously after the term of 
your imprisonment had expired. Ah ! your mind would be educated 
m the science of crime, and hardened in iniquity ; your moral feelings 
would be sunk to the lowest abyss of moral depravity ; your bones woidd 
be filled with pain, and your joints be stiffened by lying on the floor. 

But why do I call it a penitentiary ? I ought to ask pardon of the 
commissioners of the state, who designate it by its more appropriate 
title, " A coLLiBOE OF VICE." Indeed it is impossible to name a 
worse school of criminality than it is. It is a nuisance, a sink of ini- 
quity, corrupting at the wh<3lesale the public morals. It has never 
reformed an individual convict. In vain you search its records for 
an instance in which it has attained the intention of the law. And 
under its present regulations, it, in the nature of things, never can 
secure the end of its institution — the reformation of the convicts, the 
thing signified by its name — the end for which it was erected, and is 
supported by public funds. Hence it's self-evident that your reforma- 
tion in it could not be effected. Indeed the keepers of the peniten- 
tiary do not expect to see one solitary convict reformed in it. And 
it is a common belief among them that when a girl has once entered 
it, that she will soon enter it again. And this belief of their^ is ra- 
tional. It is founded on a careful observation of the effects of that 
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fldiool of me on the primien witJi whom can thej mie tkuged. 
Amd it is not in their power, or in that of the corpoatioD, to obnate 
tfai0 result, — the present plan of the building, and the p r es e nt moral 
treatment, of the coawietm remaining the same. That penitentiarj 
rains faondreds of chaste women whose salration bj proper treatment 
coold easily be secured. Fiu:ts profe this. Loc^ thexe sit two fe- 
males broii|^t to ruin b^ it. And to conrince joo more fbDjthat it 
isnsekss to hope for reform in it, notice these two facts: llntmn. 
nicipal concern, in retaining the woman but nxty dajs^ cannot, eren 
wm that ratem of discifrfine and arrangements which should be 
adopted and executed, secure the destruction of corrupt princifrfes 
and habits, or the inculcation of good ones. Years, and in some cases 
the remainder of life, aie neceasaij to attain those desiraMe ends 
which the law contemplates. The other is this. It makes no 
protrision for the future employment and support of the convicts ; 
and it is impossiUe for tl^ convicts to do it themselves. The 
law provides no means to prevent them from retuniing directly 
to the places whence they were sent to prison. Ind^d it is a 
common practice in tiiis city for the keepers of vfle women to 
have, on ttie morning some fifteen or fifty women are discharged 
from the penitentiary, six or eight hacks and stages, and sometimes 
clothing too, at the penitentiary-gate where women are picked up 
and wteeled to the Five Points, or to other infamous sinks of iniquity. 
There the same women are not nnfrequently se^i the same evening 
Ijrinj^ drunk in the street. Now they are more corrupt and better 
skilled in the art of thieving and kindred vices than they were prior 
to their imprisonment. They are harpies let loose on the property 
and morals of the public. This view of the case shows why the daily 
papers of the cit^ record so many instances of petty thefts, for by 
transferring this picture of these degraded females, to the males sent to 
the male penitentiary, you will at once perceive thei/case is a coun- 
terpart to that of these abandoned women. 

Moreover, should it be your lot to enter the hospital, and to waste 
away by sickness like the i^males you saw there, no br^ter hope of 
reform could dawn on your mind. That is the hospital of the city 
brothels, and it is by tax supported, for what? Why, to cure the 
diseased that they may return again to their wickedness doubly 
skilled in the mysteries of abominations. And I would that our na- 
val, military, alms-house, and other hospitals, were not polluted by 
this defiling, destroying demon ; for when they discharge their con- 
valescent subjects, (for it is not possible to retain them until they are 
perfectly sound, as the multitude of new subjects in a worse state 
must occupy the hospital wards,) these convalescent persons, for want 
of a better place, return to the places whence they came. 

Now, madam, if the merciftd providence of God to you had been 
withheld, it is suicide or murder alone that could have saved you 
from the fate of the women you saw in that penitentiary. If ever 
woman had reason to praise, love, and obey the Lord for his goodness 
and his tender mercies, surely your are that woman. 

Indeed sir, replied the lady, uncomfortable, loathsome, debasing, 
and conupting as that penitentiary is, it^woidd have been a palace to 
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me in comparison with that house in this city to which the stranger 
sent me, though it was furnished in a style more superb than any gen- 
tleman's parlor I have seen in New York. ^. 

During all this interview there was something about the lady that 
awakened sympathy in her behalf. Her polished manner, her ele- 

fant figure, her posture, her looks, her beautiful sallow countenance, 
er moistened eyes and cheeks, her modesty, her plaintive tones, her 
self-reproaches for her credulity and folly, and her intense grief, 
added an interest to her story, and spread an irresistibly captivating 
charm over her as she sat in the New York Magdalen Asylum be- 
wailing her misfortunes. And there too is something in the magna- 
nimity and purity of her mind and actions in her imprisonment, that 
elevates her character, and commands our reverence. We par- 
don her for one offense and charge her to sin no more, while the 
base act of the man who was so destitute of moral principle, of 
the honor of a gentleman, of the common sympathies of our nature, 
as to rob the maiden he wooed of the innocence of virtue, and then 
to desert her to the viler artifices of his companion, and to the inso- 
lence and the imprisonment of a city hag, that excites an abhorrence 
of hi^i and of his accessory, and of the hag, the revulsion of indignant 
feeling is inadequate to stigmatize. And what better character can 
the secondary agents in degrading the female sex have, or how is it 
possible a virtuous woman whose price is above rubies, or the affec- 
tionate wife who is a crown to her husband, can stoop so low as to 
speak to those who live in the habitual practice of this evil ? And 
here, assuming as a fact that there are in New York one thousand 
vicious families, each of which annually furnishes but one case like 
this, each parent and child that reads this is asked who are the can- 
didates for these brothels ? And in your answer bear in mind that 
of the cities in the Union whose fame is sullied by the utter abase- 
ment and slavish degradation of this mercenary vice, t-hat the city 
of New York is but one city. 

Let virtuous females guard their reputation as the tree of Eden is ; 
for when a female has even inadvertently taken one improper, though 
not a vicious step, it is seldom that she learns the happy art of re- 
trieving it with dignity. Having committed herself, that commit- 
ment often becomes the first link in a series of actions that stains the 
character and blasts the fairest prospects that ever opened to the 
eye of youth. Let young ladies beware how they furnish even an 
apparent ground for the imputation of crime. Moreover, let young 
gentlemen earnestly and conscientiously covet a character unsullied 
even by the charge of entertaining seductive intentions. When all 
young men will covet such a peerless reputation, annals will groan 
no longer under the accounts of war, or Magdalen asylums be 
needed. 
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No. 14. 
THE SUICIDE. 



" Around the bed of loose desire, 

" Forever hover wild tuiuultuous dreams ; 
" Some vengeful brother wills the duel dirct 

" The gliost of some devoured woman screams ; 
" Borne chaste Lucinea, butchered, bleeding lies, 

" While angry justice wliets her flaming sword ; 
" By treachery stabbed, some worthier rival dies, 

" And the grim hangman knots the shameful cord." 

In the winter of 1830, I was requested to go to a house of ill 
fame in Anthony street, to perform for a deceased woman that part 
of the funeral services connected with my profession. She was 
bom in Albany, seduced to ignoble living in early life, beguiled to 
this city, and kept by a man in Pearl street, who, after having lived 
with her four years, married another girl. The day on which the 
marriage was to be performed, in the ravings of her bereavement, 
for she loved the man as her life, she could not be comforted, but 
sunk into despair, took opium, cursed the man, spoke no more, and 
died. This is the account that was given by more than twenty per- 
sons present in the room when I entered it. 

* While in this house, a suicide was committed in a neighboring 
house, and several women went to see the corpse. This was the 
third suicide that had been perpetrated within three days in that 
neighborhood, and the city register of deaths for that week had 
entered in it neither of these cases. 

On those interesting trains of thought suggested by this brief nar- 
rative, I have, at the present, but one reflection to make. It i^ a 
painful one. It relates to seduction — seductiout a crime commit- 
ted in innumerable instances not only in the higher classes, but in 
every other walk of life — a crime which, if my observation be cor- 
rect, is more prolific of public prostitution, than any other it is 
possible to name. 

The heinousness of the offense is no longer considered, and the 
seducer, instead of being branded with infamy, is admired for his 
crime, and praised for his successful villany — even the female part 
of the world, whose interest it would be to punish the offender, far 
from shunning his company, think themselves flattered by his no- 
tice, and throw all the obloquy of the offense on the poor injured and 
deceived woman. Let not, however, the deceiver suppose that be- 
cause a misjudging world shall gloss over his enormities, they will 
not militate against him hereafter. No ! in the dread hour of judg- 
ment they will appear in terrible array ! Then must he answer for 
the many, many hours of misery, the life of wretchedness and vice, 
caused to the unhappy victim of his deceit — and oh ! more dreadful 
than all ! in what way will he vindicate himself when the Almighty 
Judge shall lay to his charge the damnation of her soul ! yes, the 
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damnation of her soul ! ! For it was his villany that lured her into 
vice — it was his deceiving tongue that first taught her to follow sin — 
it was he that led her from the paths of virtue, and it was his deser- 
tion that left her no other choice but to plunge still deeper in the 
slough of wickedness, or perish by famine, by want — " a mark for 
the finger of scorn to point at !^' 

The misery and wretchedness which the unfortunate victims of 
seduction experience make the heart shudder. How many instances 
occur of a female, once famed for beauty and worth, happy in the 
consciousness of right, being seduced by the deceiving arts of a 
villain, and after passing through the variety of scenes which are 
usually the routine of such unfortunates, at length reduced to the 
utmost misery, diseased, emaciated, and without the means of sub- 
sistence, perishing in the streets, unsheltered from the ''pitiless 
pelting of the storm." Oh ! that the seducer could but see his vic- 
tim in this last stage of mortality ; then would I ask him where is 
that beauty, that elegance of form which first raised the passion in 
thy bosom, that could not be satisfied but by the ruin of its object! . 
Inese sunken, lifeless eyes — are 'they the once sparkling orbs that 
beamed with love and pleasure while listening to thy deceitful tongue ? 
These pale and hollow cheeks^-did they once bloom in health, and 
shame the beauty of the rose, while blushing in maiden modesty 
at thy false tale of love ? This wasted, fleshless arm, now without 
power to raise itself — canst thou have hung on this, delighted ? on 
this have sealed thy vows so falsely, falsely broken 1 Nay, shrink 
not from the test — ^this is the maid you loved ! But she, you say, 
was lovely — and this poor object creates abhorrence and disgust. 
True, Irue, thou canst not know her now, yet she did once charm 
thine eyes, once beamed in all the pride of beauty, till thou, the 
FELL DESTROYER, camo, and, like the rude winter's breath, wrenched 
the loved flower from its native soil, robbed it of^ll its sweets, and 
left it to perish in the path of vice, forever scorned by unrelenting 
virtue. 

Oh ! that these sensualists could but feel the pangs they give to 
others. How would they rave at the ruin of their daughters ! their 
sisters ! The honor of their house they prize — would die to save 
it from blemish — and yet will coolly and deliberately destroy ano- 
ther's ! 

P. S.— A PROBLEM FOR SENSUALISTS. 

Suppose that there are annually in New York not less than one 
hundred female suicides in the houses you visit; what portion of 
the criminality of those one hundred suicides rests on your souls ? 
Be serious — solve the problem. It will be solved for you. Better 
solve it here than hereafter, for what shall it profit you to gain a 
world of animal pleasure in this life, and a hell of misery in that 
life which is to come ! Your reformation would prevent those one 
hundred suicides, and render Magdalen asylums needless things. 
Nay, it would do much more. But you may hear of this in a future 
number. For the present, I leave you to your sober meditations. 
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No. 15. 
TWO FEMALES. 

An extract from my easaya ON VICE, in the Genias of Temperance of Dec. SS2, 1830. 

A few weeks since two females were found in a cellar, in Orange 
street, destitute of food, and suffering by a peculiar sickness to such 
a degree, that one of them was unable to turn in bed, and the other 
to walk erect. Here they had been for four weeks. When their case 
was known to the alderman of the ward, he kindly sent provisions 
and medicine for their reUef, and soon after removed them to the 
alms-house hospital. 

These were both young and beautiful females. One of them was the 
victim of force by a boarder, and the other of seductioq. Disgrace 
excluded them from the society of the chaste, and despair drove them 
to ruin. They lived in a house where female boarders are the only 
commodity, (strong drink excepted,) to which the lewd have parti- 
cular attachinents. When they became sick, the doors were opened 
and these two girls were directed to leave the house. A negro oer- 
mitted them to stay in the rear apartment of his cellar, a place wnere 
deeds were conmiitted in the presence of these females, from the 
naming of which all that is delicate in our nature involuntarily shrinks. 
These females were fed by the generosity of impure men. But they 
needed little, for one was reduced so low that she could take little else 
\7 ' than a piece of a cracker and a cup of cold water, as she had neither 

tea nor coffee. 

To form an adequate idea of the extent of this vice, and of the 
evils itjtroduces, it is hoped the Grenius of Temperance will lend ef- 
ficient aid. The peace and wel&re of the world demand it. The 
royal Felix trembled before his prisoner who reasoned on righteous^ 
ness, temperance, and a judgment to come. Many a modem Felix 
will tremble when we reason on the same topics. The day is come 
when Virtue and State must be united. And it is cheering to 
know the sword of justice is placed in the hands of one man in the 
sixth ward, who wields it in terror to evil doers. 

The question now before us is. Can any thing be dcHie to rescue 
the unfortunate females of this city from the unntterable miseries they 
endure, and to restore them a^[ain to virtue ? 

Some say, " It is vain to think of it. The attempt would be quix- 
otic." But on what ground is the proposition treated with such 
contempt ? Are these females capable of feeling pleasure and pain ? 
Are they less worthy of being the objects of our sympathy and bene- 
volence than the poet's dead fiy ? A misanthrope, in the bitter sul- 
lenness of his own envious, contracted soul, can steel his heart 
against the piteous state of a fellow-mortal. Such men resign their 
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title to philanthropy, and are alike unworthy of a hearing, as of a re- 
futation. The following &ct illustratep the truth of it. One W. a 
colored man two months since, besides an eating cellar in Orange 
street at the Five Points, kept a nnmber of white females. Among the 
number was a French woman, once as the story goes, a lady in this 
city. This woman, W. beat with a leather Qtrap, or some other in- 
strument, so that in a fortnight after, when she was received into the 
asylum, it was ascertained by the matron, that she boro bruises on 
her body the size of the hand. But this man said, " it is vain to 
think of it." He is now dead. Fnrc Poihts. 



No. 16. 

AN ALDERMAN'S LETTER, AND DR. JOHNSON'S 

HUMANE ACT. 

An extract from tbe Genius of Tempennee, of Dec 90, 1830. 

The question now before us is. Can any thing be done to resoue 
the unfortunate females of this city from the unutterable miseries 
they^ndure, and to restoro them a^rain to virtue 1 

W., the colored man, remarked, me attempt to do any thing of that 
nature for them would be in vain ; and a large portion of our citi- 
zens believe the African's decision is true and just. As the grounds 
of this agreement are various, all who join in the African's senti- 
ment are not to be indiscriminately ranked in the lines of those who 
wage war on the peace and purity of the domestic circle. From 
the long and profound silence on the subject, and the vague but fatal 
supposition that with unfortunate women vice must be a second na- 
ture, irresistible in its habits, many supposed they were beyond re- 
covery, and still more believed it, as they had never kno¥ni one to 
return to the paths of rectitude. The same considerations operated 
on the public mind in reference to the intemperate a few years since. 
Had the friends of temperance then judged the evil so great, and 
the difficulties so formi^Gd)le, that it was vain to put forth an effort 
to rescue the perishing, and preserve the safe, we should to-day be 
groaning under the insufferable burdens we sustained five years ago. 
But it IS cheering to know that the attention of leading gentlemen 
in this city is turning directly to the contemplation of this subject. 
Some have resolved in the strength of the Most High to do some- 
thing. Others are beginning to feel an interest in the state of un- 
fortunate women. The subjoined letter is from a gentleman well 
known in this city as deeply interested in every good work per- 
taining to the improvement of prison discipline. Ab he is minutely 
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informed on all the affairs of the police, and inspects the priionSt 
the utmost confidence may be placed in his statements. 

Dear Sir, 
The great number of benevolent individuals in this city, which are 
known by their acts of charity, are small compared with the number 
that would be willing to go and do likewise, if they could be pointed 
to proper objects with a reasonable hope of doing good. The one I 
am about to name is one of the greatest importance, and calls loud- 
est for our assistance, and yet one of the most difficult to manage. 
But that it can be managed, there can be no doubt. One of the 
greatest reasons why there has not any thing been done, is because 
that it affects a class of the most humane, liberal, and persevering 
men, whose time and resources are already employed : and without 
them we can do but little. A virtuous female cannot help despising 
those who have so degraded their sex. They no doubt are right. 
That being the case, should not the gentlemen, who are better ac- 
quainted with the cause and the effects, take them into their serious 
consideration. We have in this city a very great number of unfor- 
tunate females, who have been brought up in the most tender man- 
ner, under the care of a dear mother. Sometimes the mother had 
to leave them by death ; sometimes poverty caused them to part ; 
but the greatest cause is the awful deception of a brute in 
THE shape of a MAN. This WO all know to be a fact not to be dis- 
puted. Now finding of that most shamefully neglected class at 
least 5000 in this city, can nothing be done ? It is said no ; it has 
been tried, and no good was done. And so we may say of a number 
of experiments, that no good was done on the first trial. If steam- 
boats had been abandoned on the first, second, or third trial, we should 
still have to sail against wind and tide. But there can now be no 
doubt of success. We have experience, and can commence and go 
on to perfection in this, as has been the case in many other new 
charities. Shall we fold our arms and see 5000 of oiir once most 
beautiful human beings suffering in the most filthy, loathsome holes, 
and not try to provide a place for them ? It cannot be. We must 
be up and doing. Where is the father, the brother, that will not 
lend a helping hand ? They have no home now but the penitentiary, 
and there they must be put into large rooms, each containing from 
25 to 50. Here females, the most abandoned of the human race, 
are thrust into the same room with the most tender and delicate of 
their sex. What improvement can be expected ? They cannot call 
on an acquaintance, and as for friends they have none. They are 
compelled to go on from bad to worse. How many dear mothers, 
seeing their daughters in the way to destruction, could and would 
stop them if they had some place to put them until they could con- 
sider their ways. Yours, dtc. 

Many gentlemen have expressed views similar to those of the au- 
thor of this letter, and until ample accommodations can be provided 
in a retired situation for those females who voluntarily abandon their 
wicked ways, provision is made for their support by the Female 
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Asylum Society of New York, in private houses', under the maternal 
care of pious ladies. 

The directors of the society will rejoice in the efforts every mother 
makes to place her seduced daughter in this home of the broken-^ 
hearted, repentant subject of want, disease, and insult. The efforts 
of sisters to restore sisters will be noticed with peculiar pleasure. 
No relative need fear a refusal if the case be hopeful. Let the 
Christian imitate his Lord and his Master who went about doing 
good, purticularly among the poor and the depraved. And as the 
S-iends of polite literature may imitate the example of one of its 
brightest ornaments, the celebrated Dr. Johnson, the following an- 
ecdote respecting him is related, that " coming up Fleet street about 
two o'clock in the morning, he was alarmed with the cries of a per- 
son seemingfly in great distress. He followed the voice for some 
time, when.Dy the glimmer of an expiring lamp he perceived an un- 
happy female almost naked and perishing on a truss of straw, who 
had just stren^rth enough to tell him she was turned out by an inhu- 
man landlord m that state, and to beg his charitable* assistance not 
to let her die in the street." The doctor, melted by her story, de- 
sired her to place her confidence in God, for that under him he 
would be her protector. He accordingly looked about fbr a coach 
to put her into, but there was none to be had ; his " charity however 
worked too strong" to be cooled by such an accident. He kneeled 
down by her side, raised her in his arms, wrapped his great coat 
about her ; placed her on his back, and in this condition carried her 
home to his house. Next day, her disorder appearing to be the con- 
sequence of vice, he was advised to abandon her ; out he replied, 
** that may be as much her misfortune as her fault } I am determined 
to give her the chance of reformation" He accordingly kept Her 
in his house above thirteen weeks, where she was regularly attended 
to by a physician, who restored her to her usual health. The Doctor 
during this time learned more of her story, and finding her to be one 
of those unhappy women who are impelled to this miserable life 
more from necessity than from inclination, he set on foot a sub- 
scription and established her in a milliner's shop in the country, 
where she was living some years ago in very considerable repute." 
Can the friends of Johnson give " unhappy women who are impel- 
led to this miserable life more from necessity than from inclination," 
" the chance of reformation ?" Let those humane persons in this 
city, who supposed that nothing permanently useful could be done for 
this class of depraved persons, like Dr. Johnson, make one fair and 
perfect trial. Let them visit the abodes of wo and crime. Let 
them be visiting angels of mercy to those who feel that they have not 
one friend who cares for them. Yes, let them visit those poor fe- 
males who, in want, disease, and despair, aie resolved on suicide 
as the antidote of temporal sufferings. Let them not be discou- 
raged by rebuffs and difficulties. Let the law of kindness and of 
compassion dwell on their lips. Let them visit young females 
lately led astray by the vile seducer, and timely rescue them from 
cellars, and hospitals, and prisons. Let those women be told that there 
is forgiveness with God that he may be feared. Five Points. 
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No. 17. 
HOUSE OF REFUGE IN NEW YORK. 

An extract from tke Genius of Temperance. 
(< REPORT OF THE LADIES* COMMITTEE OF 1830. 

To the Managers of the House of Refuge, 

The Ladies' Committee Report— 

At the date of our last annual report, there were thirty-eight girls 
in the house ; of whom twenty-three have been indentured, two re- 
turned to the commissioners of the alms-house, three to their parents, 
six released, being of legal age, and four remain in the house. 

During the past year, thirty-one girls have been committed to the 
house, and five returned who had been indentured, in previous years ; 
leaving forty in the house at this time. 

The exertions of the matron to reform the habits and characters of 
the girls, have, we believe, been attended with salutary effects ; an 
evidence of which is furnished by the fact, that in no previous year 
has there been so entire an exemption from gross misconduct in the 
female department of the refuge. 

The practice of committing to memory portions of the holy scrip-' 
tures, and reciting them to the weekly committees, is continued, and 
frequently furnishes opportunities for admonition and reproof, which 
we trust has not been without its share of influence in promoting the 
objects of the Institution. Indeed the neglect of this practice has 
gene^ly been accompanied by a corresponding deviation from the 
rules of good order and propriety. 

It cannot be doubted that there are in this city a large number of 
female children destitute of the means of moral instruction, and ex- 
posed to the contaminating influence of corrupt example ; and that 
their condition would be greatly improved, and the community re- 
lieved, by placing them in the house of refuge ; we are so increasing- 
ly and deeply impressed with the importance of the subject, that we 
again call your attention earnestly to it. We do still indulge the 
hope that our public authorities may be induced to apply to this ac- 
knowledged evil, at least a partial remedy, and earnestly desire that 
your exertions for the attainment of this object may not be relaxed. 

In taking a retrospective view of their labors dfiring the past 
year, the ladies' committee cannot but advert with feelings of regret 
to cases in which their efforts have been fruitless. These have not 
however been numerous, while, in many instances, the cheering re- 
flection remains, that their labors have, with the divine blessing, been 
crowned with success. 
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They are therefore encouraged to persevere in the good work, re- 
memberiug the injunction <' in the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thy hand, for thou knowest not which shall 
prosper." Sarah C. Hawkhvrst. 

12th mo. (Dec.) 27th, 1830. 

GIRLS. 

A'pril 20, 1830. 

G. H.— from the commissioners, aged thirteen years the 13th 
of October last, bom in New York of English parents. Her 
mother, as well as her father, drank hard, ana he quitted her and 
went to W , S C , where he died a short time since. 

This child says she was at loose ends, and had nothing but bad 
examples before her, running about the streets, forming acquaintance 
with loose girls, &c. Entered 8th class. 

From the time the child first came here, her deportment appeared 
to show the bent of her mind was to reform, and to try to re-establish 
her character, by *' doing as well as she knew how." She soon not 
only ^ined the confidence of her care-takers, but their esteem and 
affections. 

She was, the 19th of August, indentured to a pious family in 

O C , who are delighted with the girl, and to use their 

own language, call her " a charming child." 

May, 1828. 
B. C. — ^from the commissioners, aged seven years, the 4th of 
July last : bom in this country of Irish father and English mo- 
ther, who died about one year ago. Since which time, she and her 
sister, about eleven years of age, have been their father's principal 
house-keepers ; he by trade, is a soap boiler and starch manufac- 
turer, and drinks very hard — ^when intoxicated is very cruel. The chil- 
dren thus have no one to look after them but a drunken father, would 
run about from place to place, forming acquaintances with wicked, 
swearing thievish girls, who put them up to steal their father's goods 
and sell them — ^tear up his shirts and sell them for old rags. This 
course they kept until they found their way to the house of refuge. 
This one did not know her letters. She being young, with proper 
management soon bid fair to make a desirablo child ; and an oppor- 
tunity offering to place her in a good pious family, where we had no 
doubt she would be trained up in the way she should go. The inden- 
turing committee ordered her indentured in a few months. 

December, 1829. 

F. G. H. — from the commissioners of the alms-house, aged thirteen 

years the 10th of September last, bom in New York of American 

parents. Her father was a ship-carpenter by trade ; died about three 

years ago. Not long afler, her mother commenced keeping a bad 

house, in R street, but removed to L street, where afler 

this course for nearly three years, she died, leaving three orphan 
daughters. This and the next youngest, about 11 years of age were 
taken charge of by girls of ill fame, where the commissioners found 
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them about a week afler her mother's death. The youngest, about 
7 years of age, was taken possession of by her mother's washer- wo- 
man. When she first came here, she was very wild, exhibiting that 
kind of deportment, which was natural for her to gather from the ex- 
amples of lewd girls. 

Afler a few months, she became very industrious and obedient, and 
gave much hope that she would yet make a fine woman. The ladies' 
committee recommended, that she be indentured, when a suitable 
place in the country should offer. She was so indentured, to a gen- 
tleman residing in the state of Massachusetts, who has written the 
the following letter relative to the child : 

October 19, 1830. 
Mr. Hart — Dear Sir, — It is with pleasure that I am able to state 
to you and the board of managers of the house of refuge, that the 
girl you bound to me last spring, has uniformly conducted herself 
with propriety, and to my satisfaction. From her conduct thus far, 
I trust, and think that she will prove to be superior to most girls. 
She appears to be pleased with her situation, and does not wish to 
return to New York. 

I am Dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 

October 21, 1829. 

A. B. — a girl from the police, aged 14 years the 2d of April last, 

bom in S , N J . Her father left her mother with ten 

children to look after, all of which are now living. 

A. B. left her mother contrary to her wishes, about twelve months 
ago, thinking that she could do better by herself. First lived 

t&ee months with Mrs. H , at three dollars per month ; next 

with Mrs. O f who kept a small shop nearly opposite, four 

months, at three dollars per month ; then with her aunt, Mrs. ~ 
about five months, at three, dollars per month, and other presents. 

Her going out so often without having any errand to do, raised the 
suspicions of her aunt and sister ; consequently her sister watched 
her one evening, where she saw her join. a stranger in her walk — 
headed her, and directed her to go home. Her aunt then interceded 
with the police and had her sent here. Entered the eighth clasa. 

Soon after she came here, she united with another girl in forming 
a plan to escape, but was detected and punished ; after which, her 
deportment was very satisfactory ; she became contented and satis- 
fied, and would conve)*se freely upon her condition and state, and 
manifested by degrees, much thoughtfulness. 

It pleased Divine Providence to visit the females in such a man- 
ner, as to produce much religious excitement among the children, at 
which time A. B. became a subject of hopeful conversion, nor do we 
believe she ever swerved from the path of piety afterwards. Last 
summer she became quite indisposed, and her sickness bafiled the 
skill of our physicians. She loved her Bible, and was strict in her 
private devotions, and occasionally, while confined to her bed of af- 
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flif^ioD, would break out in humble but niodest acdamationd of praise 
to her UesBod Savior — bieasing Crod that she had ever seen the house 
of refuge. 

In September last, her friends made application to the indenturing 
^nunittee, to return her to them ; feeling, as they should do, a soli> 
citude for their dying relative. It was granted. Some of the ladies* 
committee, the matron, and myself, frequently called to see her — al- 
ways found her in the same sweet and even frame of mind. A few 
days since she breathed her last, in the triumph of faith ; blessing 
and praising her Maker, that ever she saw the house of refuge, and 
came under the care of Mrs. Oram, the present matron. Her last 
request, was, that her friends should send for the matron and superin- 
tendent." 

The rich harvest of converts from the deceitful and ruinous paths 
of vice, which adorn the house of refuge, commends it to the Chris- 

f tian and to the statesman. It would add to the pleasure and intensity 
of the emotion, this success awakens in the bosom, if the prisons, 
and penitentiaries, and bridewells of our countiy, supported at an en- 
ormous expense to the public, presented as cheering a result. In 
vain we look, in vain we ask for an instance in which they have se- 
cured the end of their establishment — ^the prevention of crime by re- 
formation of character. The contrast is very striking, and leaves 
on the mind the resistless conviction that the gospel of Christ is pow- 
erful, above civil restraints, separated from pure principles. The 
philanthropist would feel a still purer and more soul-stirring emotion 
in hearing the ladies of New York calling upon the public authorities- 
— the le^ guardians of their liberty — ^property — morals and lives — 
not for "a partial remedy" for the public profligacy and vice of 

. which they complain, but ror their most unwavering co-operation in 
the work of complete reform. It is painful to see hundreds of little 
girls playing in the abodes, and sitting in the doors of the abandoned 
in New York, in the centre of the city — ^little girls, many of whom 
have already entered on the broad road to ruin, and with the others, 
unless soon rescued, will swell the host of women whose appropriate 
tide disgusts the delicacy of a virtuous heart. Little girls often, eleven, 
and twelve, have been beguiled by the assassin of Uie female charac- 
ter into devious paths. It is quite a frequent occurrence to find fe- 
nuiles of thirteen and fourteen walking the streets without a protec- 
tor, until some pretended gentleman gives them a nod, and takes 
their arm, and escorts them to houses of assignation. Domestics in 
respectable families are known to meet men regularly at a given hour 
in the evening, and to return to their business without exciting a suspi- 
cion in the minds of their employers ; and, when catechised, excul- 
pate themselves by lying — a habit too fatally imparted by mistresses 
in teaching their maids to say ''the lady is not in." 

One of the most common objections made to the benevoleDt efforts 
of the day is, that they can do no good. No matter how directly 
public interest or individual happiness is involved in those efforts, or 
even how successful they may have been in effecting their object, 
the same hackneyed objection is continually reiterated. But we 
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would earnestly insist that oar readers should consider the above cases 
of hopeful reform, in the House of Refuge, and then conclude whe- 
ther sonffUhing is not done by this most interesting charity, and 
enough too to warrant continued exertions to improve the condi- 
tion of the ignorant and vicious. Five Points. 



No. 18. 

BALTIMORE MAGDALEN SOCIETY. 

Baltimore, March 28, 183L 
Rbv. J. R. McDowALL, New York : 

Dear Sir — I received a note from Mr. H. on the 19th instant, in- 
closing your letter to him, with two tracts— one, the constitution of 
your society ; the other, on " Vice and Virtue." 

Mr. H. was prevented by indisposition from handing them to me 
sooner, and I embrace the first leisure to satisfy, as well as I can, 
your inquiries on an interesting subject to every benevolent mind. 

A few Christian people had their attention drawn to the dreadful 
condition of poor, degraded, ruined females in our city. 

Meetings were held among them, and a few attended. One of the 
first attendants continued constant, and was repeatedly conversed 
with by judicious, aged, pious women, who, being inspired with hope 
that she was sincere, determined to take her under their care, and 
procure a place for her to board. They did so, raising the money 
needed by contributions from a few individuals, until an association 
was formed according to the accompanying constitution. Several 
other individuals were taken under their care at various times, but 
the first was the only one that aflTorded them much satisfaction. 
She became convinced of her state as a sinner, and gave satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart, and after being under the care of the 
society between three and four years, she died a happy death, in the 
same family she had lived with from the time of our taking her. 

Thus we have been amply repaid for all our trouble and expense, 
notwithstanding our unsuccessful attempts in many particulars. It 
became evident that to succeed, we must have a refuge. A house 
was rented, and prepared for a beginning, and two different matrons 
were engaged ; both of whom became tuarmed, and were deterred 
from undertaking the duties that awaited them. The owner of the 
house also partook of the contagion, fearing the character of his 
house would suffer, so as to prevent his renting it in future — so that 
we could not proceed. And such is the opposition of some, and the 
indifference of others, that as yet we have not been able to move 
forward, although several appeals have been made to our citizens, 
to endeavor to enlist their co-operation, to enable us to purchase or 
build a house. 
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Having obtained an act of incorporation, could we succeed in this, 
we have no doubt we nii|^t be instnnnental in reclaiming many of 
these poor outcasts. 

We are gratified to hear of your operations and success in this 
cause — also at Boston and Philadelphia, we have reason to believe 
considerable good has been done. 

Mr. Alexander Henry is one of the managers of the institution in 
the latter city. 

What is doing in this cause in other places, we are not informed ; 
but we fear it claims too little attention and prayer, almost eveiy 
where ; or that its claims, like too many on various subjects, are too 
much disregarded. Praying you may succeed b^ond your most 
sanguine hopes, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 

S W . 



No. 19. 

THE PfflLADELPHIA MAGDALEN SOCIETY. 

It is said that nothing can be done to reclaim females who, by the vil- 
lainy of profligates, have been led to ruin, and are now cut off from 
the society of the good and the virtuous. And it is Said, too, that 
this is " a necessary evil." And both of these remarks are made by 
the same class of persons. Some interesting instances of good done 
to and among this veiy class of persons, in the city of New Yoric, 
may be related in their proper place. For the present, the following 
report of the " Philadelphia Magdalen Society," will furnish much 
encouragement to the friends of the New Yoik Magdalen Society. 

PhOadelphia Magdalen Society--formed A. D, 1805. 

Magdalens admitted between 1805 and 1831, ... 350 
Magdalens reclaimed, and living reputably in reputable families, 
some of whom are married, ...... 150 

February, 1830, there were in the family .... 13 

Admitted between Februaiy, 1830, and February, 1831, . 22 

Total at the asylum since February, 1830, - . - . 35 
Placed at service, or returned to their friends, since February, 

1830, . . - - - 9 

Left the house voluntarily, - - - - -/- - 11 

Sent to the alms-house for medical aid, . - . . 7 

Dischargad for misconduct, .-.--- 5 

In the family, Feb. 1, 1830, ------ 5 

Total, for the year, ..------ 35 
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At a meeting of the Magdalen Society of Philadelphia, held on 
tlic 8th February, 1831, the following report was received, and di- 
rected to be published. 

To the Magdalen Society. 

The character of the Divine Redeemer, and of his mission to our 
fidlen world, are no where more beauti^ly illustrated than in the 
scene in the Pharisee's house, between him and the woman in the 
city, which was a sinner. There is something in Xer faith, humi- 
lity, and patience, in the pride and unbelief of the Pharisee, and in 
the divine condescension, compassion, and power of our Lord, which 
gives the interview between them an unsurpassed interest. 

The gospel of this same Jesus breathes the spirit of love and for- 
giveness which filled its author ; and it leads to just such efforts as 
the Magdalen society has been making for a quarter of a century to 
reclaim sinners from theii^^evil ways, and to save them from brutal de- 
gradation, bitter tears, and endless wo. 

Sometimes she who has been thus rescued from infamy and death, 
has been an orphan — she was cast upon a friendless world — she 
never heard a mother's voice — she never received a father's blessing 
— restraint and education in childhood would have rendered her an 
object of esteem, perhaps of admiration. But she was left to choose 
her own associates, to fix her own habits, to walk in her own ways, 
till she found they were ways of sorrow, and then she fled for refuge 
to your asylum. If she had parents, she was a neglected, misguided, 
uninstructed child ; her wild and wayward follies were unchecked, 
she early became familiar with vicious persons and places ; her ear 
was not shocked by the profane oath and obscene jest ; without the 
cautionary influence of intellectual and moral culture, she gradually 
lost that self-respect and delicacy of feeling which constitute at 
once the ornament and defense of her sex. Without a guide, coun- 
seller, protector, or friend, who will wonder that she became the 
dupe of some artful enemy, or that when once beguiled into the path 
of licentious pleasure, she would consume her strength and life in a 
course of guilt ? Who rejoices not that a heaven-bom benevolence 
seeks her out, and brings her to a safe and happy home 1 

But sometimes she has been her father's joy — ^tender and only be- 
loved in the sight of her mother — she was deceived, insulted, and 
abandoned — (the story has often been told by a broken-hearted pa- 
rent, on the way, in sorrow, to the grave) — life became a burden to 
her, and she gave herself up to the destroyer — disease, distress, and 
/Want, at length brought her to herself, and she sought and found the 
sympathy and comfort which this charity has provided. 

The history of the inmates of a Magdalen asylum would be a his- 
tory of the treachery and shame of man. It is fit, therefore, that we 
should do all in our power to repair the injuries which have been 
done by the base and reckless of our sex. The success of past ef- 
forts may well excite our gratitude, and fill us with .new energy and 
confidence. And in estimating this success, the peculiar obstacles 
to it must be kept in mind. 
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Those whose welfare we seek, are necessarily secluded from ob- 
servation — ^diousands suffer and die alone. If accident discloses 
their condition, such is the strength of vicious habits, the influence 
of associates in crime, the dread of solitude and reflection, and the 
unwillingness (even in the last staepes of degradation) to confess 
their infamy and submit to control, tnat the obstacles at the outset 
are of no inconsiderable magnitude. If, however, the voice of kind- 
ness reaches the abode of infamy, and is heard and regarded, and 
the unhappy being who dwells there comes to the door of your asy- 
lum, she comes with thoughts, habits, and feelings exceedingly aveirse 
to moral influence and restraint — ^profane, and obscene, and rude 
language must be discarded— domestic arrangements must be ob- 
served — ^the duties of social life must be fulfilled — and the thought- 
less and abandoned slave of vice must become the subject of unyield- 
ing and steady, though gentle and salutary restraint. Is it sur- 
prising, under such circumstances, and in the free exercise of their 
own will, many should decline the offer of protection and guidance 1 
Is it not more surprising that any should avail themselves of it ? 

After the preliminary obstacles are overcome, there is another, 
and a very formidable difficulty, to which the board of managers 
have often and -earnestly asked attention. The most careful and ri- 
gid examination of character and profession is sometimes unavail- 
ing. Hence it has been found, when it was too late to prevent the 
consequences, that those who have found admission to the asylum 
by pretended penitence and desire of protection, have exerted a most 
disastrous influence on others, with whom they must necessarily as- 
sociate. This evil has been long and severely felt. Some of our 
bHghtest hopes of reform have been blighted in this way, and those 
whose feet seemed to have found the path of peace, have been allured 
back to the ways of death. The only remedy for this obvious and in* 
creasing evil, is classification. Whatever mischiefs have resulted 
from a want of classification in other schemes of reform, have attended 
ours ; nor can we judge correctly of the institution or its prospecte« 
until provision for this arrangement is amply made. If every appli- 
cant could be subiected to such initiatory discipline, as would test 
the sincerity of her professions, and her willingness to become a 
permanent inmate, and at the same time afford opportunity to become 
acquainted with her peculiar temper and habits, tne evil to which we 
just alluded would be effectually obviated-^-she would not become 
the companion of those who were already seeking a good and right 
way for themselves, till her fitness for their society should be ascer- 
tained ; and while such a measure would be safe for them, it would 
be exceedingly salutary to the individual herself. Again, thereforey 
do we urge (with greater earnestness than ever before) the immedi- 
ate adoption of some measures for the attainment of this object. If 
the rescue of such beings from their evil courses is at all worthy of 
your efforts, it is worthy of all the effort which is necessary to ac- 
complish it ; and this, too, in the most advantageous form. We do 
know and feel that classification is indispensable to the judicious ad- 
ministration of your charity ; and that without alterations and addi- 
tional buildings, (involving an expense not exceeding 92000) such a 
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measure is utterly impracticable. The number at present under our 
care is unusually smidl, and this circumstance may be considered 
propitious to the immediate enlargnment and modification of the 
buildings. 

During the past year, religious, instruction has been com- 
municated in such forms and at such times, as seemed best adapted 
to the circumstances of the family. A library of suitable works has 
been gratuitously furnished, for the profitable and entertaining em- 
ployment of their intervals of leisure. It is mtifying to state that 
the salutary influence of these measures has been very obvious. We 
have reason to believe that the voice of tenderness ana sympathy has 
not been uttered in vain ; and that the means of g[race which have 
been employed there, have, in many instances, excited the tears of 
contrition, and the prayer of penitence. We are persuaded that 
the blessing of heaven is upon this labor of love. Let an efibrt 
be made on three hundred and fifty individuals, all of them 
addicted to some particular crime, and some of them completely 
enslaved to it; let this efibrt be made under great disadvan- 
tages, with respect to restraint and classification, leaving it en- 
tirely to the choice of the ofi'ender, whether he will remain in sin or 
betake himself to a virtuous and sober lifb, and giving him opportu- 
nity to exert his influence (whether happy or ruinous) over the com- 
pany to which he is admitted, and let one hundred and fifl;y or three 
hundred and fifty be reclaimed, and elevated to places of usefulness 
and honor among men — ^wouTd not the annals of prisons be searched 
in vain for a parallel ? Yes, this has been our success, and to the 
Almighty be aU the ^ory for it ! His wisdom must still guide us^- 
His grace must excite the S3rmpathy and benevolence of the commu- 
nity, for this suflTering class of our sinful race. In him we- trust to 
awaken still more extensive confidence, and a still higher interest in 
Our institution, and he alone can multiply the instances in which 
the trembling penitent shall find hope and joy in her return to a for- 
giving God. (Signed) 

> ALEXANDER HENRY, 
Chairman of the Board of Managers-^ 
Phtiaielphia, February 1, 1831. 



No. 20. 
THE BOSTON FEMALE PENITENT'S REFUGE. 

From the Genius of Temperance, of 1830. 

It is certain the benevolent and humane not only believe it is pos- 
sible, but are also ready to do good to all orders of human beings^ 
that need their assistance. All that this pr^seworthy class of per- 
sons require to induce them to give alms, is to have their attention 
turned to the subjects of want and sufienng. Such subjects are nu- 
merous in our cities, and may be ranged in different dasses. One 
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glass above any other that can be named calls upon the benevolent 
to biing immemate relief, for they are perishing. It is the class of 
unfortunate women — ^women, led from the paths of virtue by the 
seducer, and branded with infiunv by the concurrent voice of mil- 
lions. Many of them were banisned from their maternal residence 
by unkind feelin|rs and words. They are excluded from the society 
of the chaste. They mingle in continual company with those men 
who have lost their character. They are held in worse than Egyp- 
tian bondage, by their infamous keepers. They are suffering inbody 
and in mind, and repeatedly purposing and attempting to end life by 
dissipation, poison, or violence. And thousands too, have succeedeo 
in the attempt. While living they are the daily objects of the most 
malignant reproach. No class of beings on earth feel severer 
pains, or are in a more degraded state, or come to a more loathsome 
end. It is this class df women that is seeking relief from want, 
disease, stripes, imprisonment, and suicide. But they do not ask it 
from the seducer. They solicit it from the merciful, and not from 
the rake, for the mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

But the morQ immediate object of this communication shall be to 
direct the attention of the community to the result of efforts in Bos- 
ton, for this class of persons, to show the error of that prevalent an4 
inhuman supposition that governs the conduct, closes the purses, 
stops the toimies, perverts the presses, and misgfuides the pens of 
thousands. That the seducer should make and defend the supposi- 
tion that it is useless to do any thing to reform them, is the natural 
fruit of his treacherous disposition, that seeks for a screen ; but 
surely those who believe the gospel of Christ is mighty through God 
to the pulling down the strong holds of sin, will not be influenced 
by it. 

From the reports of the Boston Penitent Females' Refujge, it 
appears that two ministers, in 1816, carried the gospel of Chnst to 
the abodes of infamy in that city ; and that a report of their mis- 
sionary labors excited in some minds a desire to rescue and to reform 
that class of unhappy persons. A meeting was called. A large 
number of gentlemen attended, and, like our own citizens* came to 
the pitiful conclusion <' nothing can be done to reform abandoned 
women" These gentlemen retired and slept in ceiled houses in 
peace, though thousands of daughters, once the jo^ of mothers, had 
in that city no home, for that is no home which crime procures, and 
yet some in that city could not by crime procure a shelter short of 
the House of Correction, or of the prison. Forlorn objects ! But if 
Boston had one, we had perhaps ten. And yet this gangrenous 
canker eating on the moral feelings and happiness of tens of thou- 
sands of domestic circles in New York was, even by those who 
were styled humane, permitted to spread until its roots embrace in 
their meanderings almost every street on our island. It is true some 
desultory efforts were made for them in this city, but nothing per- 
manently useful to this class of persons grew out of those efforts. 

But those who put their hands to the work in Boston were '^ made 
of sterner stuff," than to yield to difficulties or to the erroneous de- 
cisions of that meeting. Their piety was doubtless, in kind, like 
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that of the Master who said to mere moralists, *' publicans and har- 
lots shall enter into the kingdom of heaven before you." That 
pious feeling led them to obey the King's order — preach the gospel 
to every creature — go ye out into the hedges and highways, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled — and the mis- 
sionaries entered again on their business of visiting from house to 
house, in places seldom trodden by other feet than those which were 
swift to shed blood — ^feet in whose paths were destruction and 
misery. For it is a truth that the inmates and visitors of such places 
have no fear of God before their eyes. Their mouths are filled with 
cursing and bitterness. The poison of asps is under their tongues. 
Their tongues deceive. Their throat is a sepulchre. There is none 
that does good. They are unprofitable, and out of the right way. 

And gentlemen of this world say, *' nothing can be done to reform 
abandoned women." It is not unpardonably severe to say that this an- 
swer proceeds from a desire to cover their sins. A suitable reply to 
such men is couched in the scriptural order, " Wash you, make you 
clean. Put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes. 
Cease to do evil. Learn to do well." • 

** Nothing can be done to reform abandoned women," it is granted, 
when the means of their reformation are withheld. At present these 
females are compelled to go on from bad to worse. Ir the citizens 
of New York will not furnish them with the means of returning to 
a virtuous life, very little can be done to reform them. And th^ is 
true of these persons in every city in the four quarters of the earth. 
A few persons in Boston were so thoroughly convinced of this truth 
that they procured the means of accomodating a few, and to-day the 
precious ^it of their labors gladdens their hearts ; for at the end of 
eight years from its commencement, it was ascertained that fiftt- 
vovTL PEMALE8 had been rescued from the miseries of an infamous life, 
and that they are now doing well. It is impossible to tell how many of 
both sexes the society preserved from ruin. Add these numbers, 
and the sum is the amount of good thus effected. 

it should be recollected most distinctly that ladies in Boston aided 
in this good work. And surely there is no class in the community 
whose exertions ought to be more vigorous in it. The security, pu- 
rity, anfl peace of themselves and their families require it. And 
they should recollect that the existence of certain houses renders 
their security doubly dangerous. Many of the inmates of those 
houses are the daughters of our most pious and respectable, and of 
our most wealthy citizens too. In their mental and personal accom- 
plishments, many of them are not inferior to the first ladies in our 
city. O ! their poignant grief ! How keen ! When ladies whose 
names grace English literature, accept the humble office of doing 
good and speaking- kindly to the female victims of cruel seduction 
or brutal force. New York ladies ought not to think the same office 
is beneath their notice. Let ladies inquire if they follow the exam- 
pie of Christ in relation to this unhappy portion of their sex. Would 
not an utter abandoning of these women appear something like a 
denial of theur Lord ? What is the scriptural rule ? It is time fo 
know and obey it. But perhaps some Elizabeth Frye shall rise 



61 

again. Perhaps she will live in the land of American freedom, 
free herself m>m the fear of being contaminated in the abodes of 
crime, she shall pour li^t into those dark caverns of wo, and chase 
away the silly youth. Satan triumphs in the success of his effort to 
prevail on Christians to let these abodes alone. Being let aJone, 
thie evil in its unchecked march on us has approached so near as to 
locate itself, in its most frightful forms, in the centre of New York, 
anji thence, like the pulsations of the human heart, sends its pollu- 
tions to the extremities of the nations. Oh ! in that grand depo- 
sitory of vices, the Five Points, how man^ thousands have gathered 
on their eyes the mildews of wo for eternity. 

Let those who think that " nothing can be done to reform aban- 
doned women," remember that more than fifty have been reclaimed 
in Boston. The directors of that society say : 

" One of the oldest in the family, was received into the house in 
the winter of 1822. She is a native of Ireland, but came very early 
to this country. She received her domestic education in New York, 
where she became a prey to seduction at a very early period of her 
life. She came to this city (Boston) about fifteen years since, and 
after spending about ten years in the most abandoned courses, was 
arrested in her sinful progress b^ the voice of a dying woman who 
had been associated with ner in iniquities, but who now, as if from 
the grave, warned her to flee from the wrath to come. The impres- 
sion made upon her mind was deep and strong ; it was in vain that 
her companions derided and abused her ; her anxiety increased, and 
that, in addition to the privations which she in consequence became 
subjected to, reduced her to a state of bodily weakness, attended 
with a considerable degree of mental alienation. Her religious 
anxiety did not, however, subside. She sought for other comforts 
than this world could afford her, and gave her soul no rest till she 
found hope in Jesus. For the two years past she has continued to 
profess such a hope. Her conduct in the house, and while at ser- 
vice out of the house, has been since that time correct, and such as 
becomes the profession of godliness. In addition to this change 
which we have reason to hope the Spirit of God has wrought on the 
heart of this woman, we ought to mention that since she has been 
under the care of this Society, she has been taught to read, from the 
alphabet to her Bible, and has made proficiency in needle work of 
which she was almost totally ignorant. She performs with readiness 
and propriety the various domestic employments, and is a very 
useful assistant in taking care of the sick." 

*' The second whom we shall notice, is also rising thirty years of 
age. She has been under the care of the institution since Septem- 
ber, 1821 ; followed an abandoned life from the age of seventeen, 
till her own experience convinced her of the dangerous tendency of 
her ways, and led her to seek a support more reputable in the eyes 
of man, and less offensive in the sight of God. She was one of the 
earliest admitted into the Refuge. Since her admission, she has at 
times lived at service, in which she has given satisfaction by her de- 
portment and habits of industry. She returned to the house in 1828, 
being compelled to leave her place on account of a lameness which 
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has since increased upon her, so that she will probably remain a 
cripple for life, tier exposure to the vicissitudes of the weather, 
sickness,. and various accidents during her disreputable life, probably 
laid the foundation of the severe rheumatic affection pnder whien 
she now labors. This woman does not profess religion, yet her 
general conduct evinces the permanency of her convictions that ike 
precepts of the gospel are the only certain rule of life. She reads 
her Bible constantly, and with becoming attention, and her demeanor 
towaixis the superintendents and her companions is such as to com- 
mand our approbation. Her patience under her affliction is remarka- 
ble, and her desire to be constantly employed in some useful woi^ is 
exemplary. This poor woman, too, must, in all human probability, 
we say, have sunk to an untimely grave, had not the doors of this 
house been open to receive her. And does any one reply, WeU / 
ht her sink .^-«-the heart of the benevolent answers, Ao, save her, 
lest she perish in her sins, and her soul be required at your hands.'* 

Is it true, therefore, that <* nothing can be done to reform aban- 
doned women 1 Have these objectors made the trial ? Where is 
their proof 1 

But it is a truth of very common remark, that a man's fiiith and 
actions are alike. This remark has its foundation in the disposition 
of our nature. Hence the man who believes that no good can be done 
by laboring for the salvation of harlots, will not lidx>r ^ their salva-* 
tion — ^he will not contribute of his abundance to send others to labor 
fpr them — he will not speak fiivorably of the imdertaking — ^he will 
be a stumbling block, an enemy to the effort and to those engaged in 
it — ^he will call his opponents simpletons, and re^e to advance his 
quota of the means necessary to erect and to sustam an establishment 
able to receive and to support as many females as may desire to avail 
themselves of its privileges. But it is grati^ing to know the objec- 
tions of impure men--originating from the fear of exposure, or the 
love of gain, or of vicious indulgence— ^re not the rule of our duty. 
If we b^eve the work is of God, our actions and our liberal contri- 
butions will bear testimony of the holiness of our fkith. A vast sum 
of money is now required, to enable the directors of the Female 
Asylum Society* of this cit5r,to build a large, plain, and substantifd 
house for the accommodation of those women, of this class, who 
desire to lead a virtuous Hfe. More females have already made ap- 
pUcaticms for the benefits of that society, than the three houses 
occupied as an Asylum can accommodate. The society must reflise 
to receive any more applicants, or they must immediately extend 
their labors. But they tremble at the thought of rejecting the suit 
-of any friendless. girl. Fivb Points. 

* Now tbe New York Magdalen Society. 
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No. 21. 

LONDON VICES AND FEMALE PENITENTIARY. 

VicB IN London. 

An extract fram ** Tbe New Sutora* Magasine,** of Londoii, for May 1831. 

••THB WHITE SLAVE TKADE. 

" This fiir exceeds all that has ever been said or written on negro 
slavery. It has been publieAied, that * the number of harlots in Lon- 
don exceeds ^^V thousand^ ! ! The immense waste of human life in 
their walks of inmmy is horrible. Here, indeed, in characters of 
blood is written, ' The firapes of sin are death.' iSruly^ ' the wicked 
do not live out half their £iys.' The real demand in the market of 
adultery and fornication would not be very great, even in this metro- 
polis, Irat for an intermediate class of delinquents in London, amount- 
ing to iq>wards of one hundred thousand persons, viz. the procurers 
and procuresses, to supply the waste occasioned hj disease and 
deatlffi, and to force into the market of crime a troop of female slaves, 
to seize upon every hapless youth, passing stran^r, or drunken pas- 
sen^, and lure them to dens and caverns of hell, for she sake of 
theur property.. It is not so much a love to polluted habits, or ' the 
pleasures of sin for a season,' as the self-interest of the brothel-keep- 
ers, and their dependants, that deluge London with the most shame- 
less troops of public and desperate harlots. This class of master- 
demons are almost overlooked by all penitentiaries ; they lauf h at all 
such establishments, and ^niU even urge their exhausted and diseased 
victims to enter them and then restock their dens with newly-taken 
slaves. To procure this freshsupply,female slaves in the service, and old 
women, are set to watch servants in place and out of place, while 
Jews and Gentiles of all ages, and of both sexes, are constantly per- 
a^iml^ting London and its envinnis^ to mark the step, the eye, and 
the actions of every young female, and to make an offer of service to 
any one who can be prevuled upon to follow, in the h<^ of a homet 
a sitnation, wages, comforts, &c. Each victim brings a good price 
to the procuring class, who sdl them as shives are disposed <^ on 
the coast of Afnca. The moans and cries and woes of down-cast 
sorrow are matters of course, and are met in the usual way by offers of 
drink, infidel arguments, and the uselessness of mourning over what 
cannot be undone. No Bible is admitted, every religious tract is in- 
stantly burnt, and by promises and threats the guuty wanderer is 
forced out into the streets, sacrificing every ni^t and day all the 
powers of the body, (to an extent that dare not be hinted at,) and all 
the fiiculties of the mind, and all the eternal interests of the soul, like 
the damsel of Philippi, possessed of a demon who * brought her mos- 
ttr much gmn* by becoming herstelf the slave of hell. What peni- 
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tentiary has ever been erected for tl^e chief slave-dealer ? Here lies 
the root of the evil. How sleep our penal laws, that the seducer, 
the adiUterer, the procurer, and the brothel-keeper, can, and do, with- 
out the slightest fear of punishment, consign annually, such thou- 
sands of souls to the grave and to hopeless misery, while they revel 
in the spoil of their infamy, and triumph in the wages of pollution, 
crime, and misery 1* 

* On the morning of the third instant, eight girls, the oldest about twelve years of age, 
who had been collected from the streets by an infamous woman, for the disgraceful pur^ 
poses of vice' and stealing, were taken from her house in Badcliffe highway, and brought 
before the magistrate at Uie Thames police office. Twelve others of ihe same age. and 
character, belonging to the same brotnel, were out ic the streets singing. When Uie of- 
ficer entered this den of iniquity, he found that tliere was only one bed for the whole. 
The place was intolerable with filth, and these wretched children were discovered in 
the most shameAil condition, all sitting round an old broken chair, drinking gin. 

By an examination of the calendars of the principal prisons in Imgland, and by the ac- 
knowledgments of the parties themselves, it is ascertained that nine out of ev^y ten of 
the female prisoners, eiUier are, or have been, guilty harlots. 

It is calculated that in the metropolis, there are at present 15,000 girls, children of the 
poor ' who have no visible means of subsistence ; the greater part of whom are trained 
to every variety of vice ; they are to be found sleeping under the stalls of the pubtic mar- 
kets ; in erap^ and ruined houses, and in similar situations.' The state of degradation 
and misery to whieh these children are reduced, ' succeeded frequently tiy punishment,' 
is an easy and natural preparative to early prostitution. They generally have no know- 
ledge but that of evil, and they are left to find their way into society, baptized in guilt, 
and the most horrid wickedness." 



Tbs London Female Penitentiaby. 

An extract from the 33d annual report of this society, A. D. 1831. 

<* The relig[ious instructions of the females, is a subject which con- 
stantly occnpies the attention of your committees, it being their firm 
conviction, that the only well-grounded hope of future usefulness, is 
in the inculcation of those divme and sacred principles, which must 
ever be regarded as the main spring of all holy action. They seek 
not, therefore, by lessons of mere morality to produce a fair exterior, 
which will pnly DC maintained during the absence of temptation ; but 
by teaching the sinner the doctrines of Christ, concemin|r sin, right- 
eousness, and jugdment to come— the spiritualitv and inviolability of 
God's holy law — and by leading them to a dependence on his atoning 
sacrifice, as the only means of escaping its otherwise inevitable curse, 
and on the influences of the Holy Spirit for the renewal of the heart 
—they hope to see the objects of your solicitude strengthened with 
that might which shall enable them to resist in the evil 4ay." 

The following case afforded much encouragement and sattsfaction 

to the committees : 

*< M. A. M. was received on January 7th, 1629, through the benevo- 
lent interference of a Sfentleman, whose attention was providentially 
directed to this pitiable woman, when remorse of conscience was 
added to pain and mfirmity of body, and when she experienced the bit- 
temess of sin in its accumulating effects. She had been visited by 
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some friends belonging to the city missionary society at Westmin- 
ster, and some religious tracts had been given to her. The impres- 
sion produced thereby, and the conversation with the visitors, caused 
her to think of her condition. Application on her behalf was made 
to your committee of ladies, who at first hesitated to admit her, in 
consequence of her state of health. But her strength appearing to 
improve, she was received, though symptoms of decided consump- 
tion were soon after manifested. On her first reception, she began 
to think well of her condition, having ceased from open and flagrant 
sin, and become a resident in the penitentiary. She could not read, 
but was desirous to learn. On a Sunday afternoon her matron read 
a sermon to her by Mr. Burder, on the nature of true repentance, 
and prayed with her. After which she seemed much distressed in 
mind, and said, ' She feared she should not recover ; and what would 
then become of her soul V She was directed to look to Jesus, who 
was exalted a Prince and Savior to give repentance and remission of 
sins. On Monday, her matron read the scriptures, and conversed 
and prayed with her as usual. On the following morning, she called 
her to her bedside, and said, * Oh my dear matron, I want to tell yon 
what a night I have had.' Then bursting into tears, exclaimed, ' Ok 
what a mercy that I ever came to this house, to be taught what a 
poor ruined sinner I am ! I have thought much of what you said to 
me, and the Lord has shown me my danger. I could not sleep all 
night, nor did I wish. I have been praying that God would forgive 
me all my sins. I have sometimes felt an^ry when hearing you pray 
for my conversion, because you did not thmk me in the right way ; 
but now I know it was from love to my soul.' From this time light 
gradually broke in upon her mind, so as to make it evident to all wno 
visited her, that the Lord had begun a good work in her. She desired 
to hear the scriptures read, and was frequently overheard pouring 
out her soul to God for pardon and salvation. The fervor of her 
prayers excited much attention. Her temper and conduct became al« 
together different ; her love to her Savior increased daily, and it migbX 
be said, that Christ Jesus the Lord was her constant theme. In sea- 
sons of darkness she could not rest, but would say, < I hope this will 
not last.' As she grew weaker, she expressed a desire to depart. 
But on being told, that it was for her good that her life was prolonged 
— that heaven was a prepared place for a prepared people, she w&f 
resigned to live, whatever she might suffer. On the morning of her 
death, she said, I am dying. When the matron asked, Is Jesus with 
you in the dark valley ? she replied, Oh, yes, he is precious, he is 
precious. The matron read to her, and prayed with her, and when 
apparently sinking she said, Do you feel happy 1 she replied, yes^ yes, 
very ; and shortly after breathed her last."* 

* The London Female Penitentiary was instituted in the year 1807, and has reforoMd 
more than 1000 abandoned women. 
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No. 22. 

ANTI-MAGDALEN MEETING AT TAMMANY HALL. 

The executive committee of the New York Magdalen society 
issue's its first annual report in June, 1831. The subjoined letters, 
&c., will apprise the reader of the result. 

For the Genius of Temperance. 

Messrs. Editors — It is not one year since my essays on " Vice" 
appeared in your paper. That series signed ** F. P.," or ** Five 
Points," for reasons untold in this letter, was succeeded by another 
short series of essays, under the caption of " New York Female Asy- 
lum Society," the title of the association at present designated the 
*• New York Magdalen Society." Three or four short numbers in 
this second series of essays, closed my communications — and I have, 
for two or three months past, been a silent spectator of the out- 
irageous hue and cry against the first annual report of the Magdalen 
committee. That publication has elicited much biting personal in- 
vective, and nerved the efforts to dupe the inhabitants of this city, 
made for a long period past by a class of men despising the laws, 
trampling on authority, and threatening to take into their own hands 
the executive government of the city. 

These men have published and circulated the most obscene tracts 
and pictures relative to the Magdalen effort. They have held in Tam- 
many Hall two public meetings, convened by inflammatory handbills 
posted in different parts of the city, on comers of the streets. The 
first meeting was on the 20th of August, and the second on the 9tb 
of September, each at 7 P. M. 

** Read this ye base calumniators , and tremble /" is the caption of 
their first handbill, which closes thus : '* We have been basely ca- 
lumniated — we must now call upon these reporters for the proofs 
which they boast of, and by default thereof, let the vengeance of an 
insulted conununity overtake them — ^let the curse of Cain be upon 
their guilty heads — ^let their names become a by- word among us — ^let 
the finger of scorn be pointed at them wherever they go — ^let 
them be proclaimed traitors to their country. And be this for doom.* 
The author of the Magdalen Report burlesqued. New York, Au- 
gust, 1831. 176 Canal street." 

The atheistical priest who lectures at Tammany Hall, said, at the 
meeting this handbill convened, that he had called that meeting. [Is 
he the author of the first handbill ]] The. second handbill, calling 
the second meeting, was issued by a committee appointed at the first 
meeting. 

The proceedings of the meetings are worthy of careful attention. 
The.first meeting being called to order, and a chairman chosen, se- 
veral raving speeches were made on liberty, the battle-field of our 
ancestors, and a union of church and state. In opposition to the 
Magdalen reform they seemed to be united. One, however, a little 
more shrewd than his compeers, asserted that the Magdalen com- 
mittee made it appear that there were in the city more prostitutes 

* I. cannot pretend to render tbia sentence into English. 
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some friends belonging to the city missionary society at Westmin- 
ster, and some religious tracts had been given to her. The impres- 
sion produced thereby, and the conversation with the visitors, caused 
her to think of her condition. Application on her behalf was made 
to your committee of ladies, who at first hesitated to admit her, in 
consequence of her state of health. But her strength appearing to 
improve, she was received, though symptoms of decided consump- 
tion were soon after manifested. On her first reception, she began 
to think well of her condition, having ceased from open and flagrant 
sin, and become a resident in the penitentiary. She could not read, 
but was desirous to learn. On a Sunday afternoon her matron read 
a sermon to her by Mr. Burder, on the nature of true repentance, 
and prayed with her. After which she seemed much distressed in 
mind, and said, ' She feared she should not recover ; and what would 
then become of her soul V She was directed to look to Jesus, who 
was exalted a Prince and Savior to give repentance and remission of 
sins. On Monday, her matron read the scriptures, and conversed 
and prayed with her as usual. On the following meming, she called 
her to her bedside, and said, * Oh my dear matron, I want to tell yon 
what a night I have had.' Then bursting into tears, exclaimed, ' Oh 
what a mercy that I ever came to this house, to be taught what a 
poor ruined sinner I am ! I have thought much of what you said to 
me, and the Lord has shown me my danger. I could not sleep all 
night, nor did I wish. I have been praying that God would forgive 
me all my sins. I have sometimes felt angry when hearing you pray 
for my conversion, because you did not think me in the right way ; 
but now I know it was from love to my soul.* From this time light 
gradually broke in upon her mind, so as to make it evident to all who 
visited her, that the Lord had begun a good work in her. She desired 
to hear the scriptures read, and was frequently overheard pouring 
out her soul to God for pardon and salvation. The fervor of her 
prayers excited much attention. Her temper and conduct became id- 
together different ; her love to her Savior increased daily, and it might 
be said, that Christ Jesus the Lord was her constant theme. In sea- 
sons of darkness she could not rest, but would say, * I hope this will 
not last.' As she grew weaker, she expressed a desire to depart. 
But on being told, that it was for her good that her life was prolonged 
— that heaven was a prepared place for a prepared people, she was 
resigned to live, whatever she might suffer. On the morning of her 
death, she said, I am dying. When the matron asked, Is Jesus with 
you in the dark valley? she replied. Oh, yes, he is precious, he is 
precious. The matron read to her, and prayed with her, and when 
apparently sinking she said, Do you feel happy ? she replied, yes^ yes, 
very ; and shortly after breathed her last."* 

* The London Female Penitentiary was instituted in the year 1807, and has reformed 
more than 1000 abandoned women. 
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niatedv threatened, and exposed to the secret attempts of a body of 
men, banded together for their '^ punishment." Some of this banded 
body disbelieve the existence of a God — deny his providence — scoff 
at religion ; and yet, strange as it is, are ever prating of religioiw 
Und civil Uberty ! 

It is a problem I have long desired to see solved, whether these 
handed infidels wish to declare every follower of virtue an outlaw t 
and to unite anarchy, irreligion, vice, and state* 

What ! Is it come to this — ^that the atheists, the infidels, and the 
debauchees of our city are our sovereign despots ? By what autho- 
rity dare they, in a land of liberty, presume to arrogate the power of 
depriving wholesome citizens of their unalienable birthrights 1 May 
public meetings, mainly composed of *' the lowest sweepmgs of the 
dark alleys of our city," set at defiance the constitution and the laws 
of these United States 1 May they at pleasm-e proclaim men " trai- 
tors" to their country, and amuse the community, until they have 
have forged our chains ? Is the cause of freedojn, in the American 
metropolis, to be thus disgraced ? Is it possible, that within less 
than a century after the shedding of our fathers' blood for liberty and 
for equitable laws, that two large meetings held in a celebrated hall 
in the centre of New York, wUl threaten to punish, and to declare 
traitors to their country a society of humane men, merely because 
they are laboring to suppress vice, and resedlb the victims of seduc- 
tion and rape? Ah ! the humanity of these meetings ! Where is 
it? Where their fellow-feeling ? The heart of a Bon will some- 
times melt into kindness, and prompt relief; but these meetings, 
held in sight of the dark haunts of vice and cruelty, can bravely steel 
their hearts to the imploring cry of homeless, defenceless females, 
weltering in blood, and dying in poverty and crime. Ah ! it was 
for the " punishment" of that body of men who alone stood forth as 
the benefactors of the poor guilty female wanderer, that those meet- 
ings were convened. Relief? The meetings did not agitate that 
question. And why ? Because they wished the admitted disgrace 
of the existing evil to continue to disgrace the city. These are the 
men who, in their conversation, papers, tracts, books, and pictures, 
plead for the continuance of vice. Even their first handbill contained 
this degrading, disgraceful sentence : " A necessary evil in all great 
cities, particularly in seaports." 

Alas, Araerica ! Shall men in thy bosom plead that it is " neces' 
sary" that thou be a cradle of vice ? Is the blaze of thy virtuous 
glory waning? Are the exploding elements of thy dissolution at 
work ? 

Messrs. Editors, I was associated, as chaplain to the New York 
Magdalen society, with those on whom the immediate government 
of the asylum devolved, when the first annual report of the execu- 
tive committee made its appearance. My connection with all the 
operations of the society was so intimate, that it was quite impossi- 
ble for me not to share in the persecution to which the committee 
was exposed. At my expense, and the expense of our holy religion, 
some have in print, and elsewhere, sneered at the phrases in the 
Magdalen report, ** two pious young men," " angel visits," ** bro- 
ther? after the flesh," and prejudiced the community against the 
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than marriageable females. The atheistical priest submitted certain 
resolutions for the adoption of the meetiug. One of them ran nearly 
as follows : " That we bind ourselves together to bring the framera 
of the Magdalen report to punishment" — and this resolution was 
passed. In the place of. the word "punishment," the more cautious 
chairman moved the adoption of ** to repentance and reformation," 
which was carried. The priest opposed it. He had previously urged 
the adoption of the resolution, in a reviling, scoffing, threatening ha- 
rangue. I had almost forgotten to tell you, that one orator was ap- 
parently so much intoxicated, that he lost his centre of gravity, and 
was hissed off the floor. A committee was appointed to call a " ge- 
neral public meeting," with power to fill its own vacancies, and to 
make a report at that meeting. Before the assembly was dismissed, 
they began to ** beg money" to defray the expenses of the evening. 
The rush to the door indicated but little disposition in the people to 
contribute to that object. 

A magistrate, if I mistake not, was the chairman of the second 
meeting ! A report of the committee of these opposers of Magdalen 
reform being read, the lecturer on Atheism at Tammany H«3l, not 
only declared that the framers of the Magdalen report were ** willful, 
base libelers and calumniators," but also in a furious tone of voice 
said : " I will show them a tribunal to which they are amenable ; 
we have them here befdfe the highest tribunal of the land ; the tri- 
bunal of the people ; before this tribunal I now denounce them as 
traitors to their country, and demand from you justice,^* Alluding 
to the Roman and Athenian practice of condemning men in public 
assemblies, he urged that meeting to imitate it, on the ground that 
that meeting was the people, possessed of sovereign power to enact 
or annul, to execute or restrain, the execution of law — that the Mag- 
dalen committee were but a part of that chain of the church and 
state, sabbath school, Sunday mail, Bible, tract, missionary and tem- 
perance party, surrounding and interwoven with the existence of 
these United States. On leaving the stage, he placed in the hands 
of the chairman a written resolution for the adoption of the meeting, 
to the following import : "That the framers of the Magdalen report 
have forfeited their rights as citizens, and are traitors to their court" 
try.'' Another resolution declared, " That the Magdalen report is a 
libel on the city, and deserves the reprehension of every honest citi- 
zen." What do these meetings and these resolutions indicate! 
What dark, cruel design lies buried under all these prolific doings 1 

For an alleged exaggeration of the number of unfortunate females 
in this city, the committee, without the benefit of law, jury, counsel, 
judge, or chief magistrate, is, in a summary manner, arraigned and 
condemned. They are not charged with the crime of having ruined 
these women, by connivance, seduction, or otherwise. No— nor 
does this patriotic meeting pass the least censure on the guilty per- 
sons who have done this ! There was nothing said or done m the 
meeting, which would not have been gratifying to the debauchee, 
the rake, and the seducer. For them the gentlemen assembled had 
no censures. All their wrath is reserved for those who would re- 
strain vice and relieve misery. The Mgdalen reformers are calum- 
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No. 23. 

REPLY TO A WRITER IN THE DAILY SENTINEL. 

For the Genius of Temperance. 

Meisrs. Editors, 

The Daily Sentinel of the 1st inst. contains a letter addressed to 
me by an anonymous person. There are two points in it which at- 
tract my notice. The first relates to the chairman of the second 
Anti-Magdalen meeting, whom in the most guarded language I called 
a magistrate. The " jEs^." annexed to his name in the printed 
accounts of the meeting, mduced me to do so. The other relates to 
the orator of those meetings, whom I called " the atheistipal priest," 
— " the lecturer on atheism at Tammany Hall," because, if my 
senses do not mislead me, I was present at one of his lectures in 
that Hall in 1830. Your remarks on the character of those meet- 
ings are a sufficient reply to the other parts of the letter. 

J. R. McDOWALL. 

New York, Oct, 6, 1831, 



> No. 24. 
AN OPPOSER OF THE MAGbALEN REPORT. 
To the Editors of th$ Genius of Temperance : 

Gentlemen — Will you be so kind as to admit the following into 
your next paper, in reply to the articles of the Rev. J. R. McDowall 
in your last, and oblige 

An Opposer of the Magdalen Report, but not of 
Magdalen or any other Moral Reform, 

To THE Rev. J. R. McDowall : 

• Sir — As regards the title of Esq., I consider it of no importance, 
or, whether the chairman is a magistrate or not, any farther than it 
is a fact that the chairman is not a magistrate. 

The other point is of more importance, because it charges one of 
the lecturers at Tammany Hall with doing that which neither of 
them did do, or else it is charging Mr. Devries with lecturing at 
Tammany Hall in 1830, when he did not do so — in either case you 
are in an error. Your senses has misled you. I wish to correct 
your error, and give the facts as they exist. Be assured then, that 
Mr. Devries did not lecture at Tammany Hall, on any Sunday in 
1830 or 1831. Neither did either of the " atheistical priests," (as 
you call them) speak at either of the Magdalen* meetings at Tam- 
many Hall. An Opposer of the Magdalen Report, 

* Probably the writer meant Anti -Magdalen .—Edi. 
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No. 25. 

REPLY TO HIS LETTER. 

In reply to An Opposer of the Magdalen Report, it is necessary 
merely to state, that it is reported that Mr. Devries is a French 
atlveist of the school of Voltaire, and also that he is secretary to a 
school of freethinkers, or atheists, in New York. 

J. R. McDOWALL. 



No. 26. 
JOURNAL OP COMMERCE, Aug. 24, 1831. 

The following resolutions were passed at a primary meeting held 
at Tammany Hall on Saturday evening ; 

" Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to one another to have the 
ihatters spoken of in the Magdalen Report properly investigated, 
and that we will not rest until those base slanderers be punished, in 
order to deter others from committing similar outrages hereafter. 

" Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an address 
to the inhabitants of this city, stating the propriety of calling a 
general meeting to appoint proper persons to call on the framers of 
this report, and demand from them the proofs of what they have 
asserted. ^ 

" Resolved, . . . that we will not rest until these base slanderers 
be punished." 

A very similar resolution was passed by a primary meeting at Je- 
rusalem about 1800 years ago. It was as follows : 

" Resolved, That we will neither eat nor drink till we have killed 
Paul." 

The number of persons who " pledged themselves" to this reso- 
lution was more than forty. A still greater number, it is presumed, 
attended the meeting, either from curiosity or some other motive. 
Probably, however, they did not' amount to seven hundred, which, 
according to the official organ, was the number at Tammany Hall. 

At the Jerusalem meeting they did not stop to inquire whether 
Paul had spoken the truth or not : they were determined to " punish" 
him at any rate. So at the Tammany Hall meeting. They first re- 
solve to " punish," and then propose measures to bring about an 
investigation of the charges. 

At neither meeting was the condition introduced, " provided it 
can be done legally." The former pledged themselves to each other, 
without condition, that they would neither eat nor drink till they had 
killed Paul ; the latter, that they would not rest '^ until these base 
slanderers be punished." 
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The Jerusalem conspirators did not accomplish their object ; anci 
so the "great curse" under which they bound themselves, came 
upon their own heads. If the ** pledged" of Tammany Hall should 
succeed no better, their " rest" will hereafter (according to the reso- 
lution above quoted) be very indifferent, to say the least. If they 
should succeed, we fear it will be still worse." 



No. 27. 

GENIUS OF TEMPERANCE^THE CITY DISGRACED— 

September 14, 1831. 

" The adjourned meeting of the opposers of the Magdalen Society, 
at Tammany Hall, on Friday evening last, was of a most disgraceml 
and highly alarming character. Resolutions, deliberately prepared 
by a committee of the former meeting, were brought forward and 
adopted, denouncing the Magdalen committee as " traitors against 
their country," and as " having forfeited their rights as citizens." 
The addresses represented them as having been regularly tried and 
found guilty by an authority paramount to all other tribunals (?) the 
people, [that is, the meeting assembled /] and as now waiting only 
the execution of that " summary vengeance" on their heads which 
an insulted community could no longer withhold. Deliberation wa» 
past, and now was the time for " action.^' Sentiments like these 
were responded by savage yells of applause that would have dis- 
graced a Parisian mob in the days of Robespierre. The pretext for 
this, was the disgrace said to have been poured upon the city by the 
exaggerations of the report. The presentment of the Grand Jvay 
was read to prove this. But when the exempted wards were nameo, 
the roar of laughter from the knowing defenders of female innocence 
could not be suppressed. The orator called on them to avenge the 
wrongs of their wives, sisters, and mothers ! [Query. Whose wives, 
sisters, and mothers 1 Were the virtuous insulted ? Had the Mag- 
dalen committee no wives, sisters, and mothers 1] With half an eye, 
a man could see that the smiles of other females than their wives, 
sisters, daughters, and mothers, awaited but too many of these gal- 
lant knights. Every varying phiz of bacchanalianism and licen- 
tiousness might be seen there ; from the smooth faced debauchee, 
flushed with Madeira, to the <;arbuncled pimp, belching forth fumes 
of gin. Among the loudest of the patriots, many were overheard to 
acknowledge in conversation, that the report was nearer correct than 
most people imagined. The orator himself avowed openly, that the 
Magdalen effort was only a link in that chain of tyranny with which 
he contended. His most damning proof of the ** treason" of the 
Magdalen committee, was laid in the fact that they were engaged in 
the Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies, and above all, in the 
Temperance Reformation. 

We record these facts, not for the purpose of blazoning abroad 
the disgrace of the city, in a wanton and needless manner. Still 
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less would we say a word that might tend to dishearten the friends 
of moral reform. We trust a knowledge of these facts will stimu- 
late them to greater exertions. Every friend of his country should 
turn his attention to the condition of this metropolis. And if it be 
a fact that men of wealth, talents, and fashionable life, will consent 
to mingle with the lowest sweepings of the dark alleys of our city, 
in such proceedings as have been described, it would indeed be 
'* treason" to keep a virtuous community in ignorance of the smo- 
thered volcano that threatens the very existence of the social 
compact. ' 
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EPISCOPAL RECORDER. 

Magdalen Report. 

Philadelphia, September 24, 1831. 

We have forborne to make any remarks on this celebrated docu^ 
ment, although it has produced a marvelous degree of excitement ; 
and exhibits statements most intimately connected with the interests 
of morality and religion. We do not now design to express any opi-^ 
nion as to the statistics which it exhibits. We suppose the probabi-' 
lity to be indeed that they have been exaggerated. But if so, we are 
persuaded that this has been done without the smallest intention to 
deceive. The board of managers, by whom the report has been gi. 
ven to the public, contains some of the most truly respecta- 
ble men in our country ; and what possible motive could such men have 
had to misrepresent the condition of society around them ? They 
must have known that in developing these details they would expose 
themselves to clamorous and unmitigated obloquy from the thousands 
of wretched beings whose purlieus they so unceremoniously invade, 
as well as their tens of thousands of concealed confederates. Had 
they indeed have thrown out this production upon the population 
of New York, without having inquired into the" facts that it 
records, they would have been highly censurable. But, if we 
understand the case, there exists a regular society, which, after hav- 
ing secured to itself facilities for msScing such research, which no 
unassociated individuals could possibly possess, proceeded to institute 
a regular and systematic investigation. The appalling results they 
have' proclaimed. If they have erred, it has not been without care- 
ful, diligent, and long continued efforts to ascertain the truth. None 
can reasonably doubt that they have spoken their real sentiments ; 
and if they honestly entertain the opinions which the^ express, why 
may they not, in this land of freedom, boldly publish them to the 
world 1 We can hardly believe that the day has yet arrived, 
when the friends of virtue and the advocates of social order, instead 

No. 1. Jan. 1832. 10 



I 



72 

The Jerusalem conspirators did not accomplish their object ; and 
so the "great curse" under which they bound themselves, came 
upon their own heads. If the " pledged" of Tammany Hall should 
succeed no better, their ** rest" will hereafter (according to the reso- 
lution above quoted) be very indifferent, to say the least. If they 
should succeed, we fear it will be still worse." 



No. 27. 

GENIUS OF TEMPERANCE^THE CITY DISGRACED— 

September 14, 1831. 

" The adjourned meeting of the opposers of the Magdalen Society, 
at Tammany Hall, on Friday evening last, was of a most disgraceml 
and highly alarming character. Resolutions, deliberately prepared 
by a committee of the former meeting, were brought forward and 
adopted, denouncing the Magdalen committee as " traitors against 
their country," and as ** having forfeited their rights as citizens." 
The addresses represented them as having been regularly tried and 
found guilty by an authority paramount to all other tribunals (?) the 
people, [that is, the meeting assembled /] and as now waiting only 
the execution of tl^at " summary vengeance" on their heads which 
an insulted community could no longer withhold. Deliberation was 
past, and now was the time for " action.*' Sentiments like these 
were responded by savage yells of applause that would have dis- 
graced a Parisian mob in the days of Robespierre. The pretext for 
this, was the disgrace said to have been poured upon the city by the 
exaggerations of the report. The presentment of the Grand Juiy 
was read to prove this. But when the exempted wards were namea, 
the roar of laughter from the knowing defenders of female innocence 
could not be suppressed. The orator called on them to avenge the 
wrongs of their wives, sisters, and mothers ! [Query. Whose wives, 
sisters, and mothers 1 Were the virtuous insulted 1 Had the Mag- 
dalen committee no wives, sisters, and mothers 1] With half an eye, 
a man could see that the smiles of other females than their wives, 
sisters, daughters, and mothers, awaited but too many of these gal- 
lant knights. Every varying phiz of bacchanalianism and licen- 
tiousness might be seen there ; from the smooth faced debauchee, 
flushed with Madeira, to the carbuncled pimp, belching forth fumes 
of gin. Among the loudest of the patriots, many were overheard te 
acknowledge in conversation, that the report was nearer correct than 
most people imagined. The orator himself avowed openly, that the 
Magdalen effort was only a link in that chain of tyranny with wMch 
he contended. His most damning proof of the ** treason" of the 
Magdalen committee, was laid in the fact that they were engaged in 
the Bible, 'Tract, and Missionary Societies, and above all, in the 
Temperance Reformation. 

We record these facts, not for the purpose of blazoning abroad 
the disgrace of the city, in a wanton and needless manner. Still 



73 

* 

less would we say a word that might tend to dishearten the friends 
of moral reform. We trust a knowledge of these facts will stimu- 
late them to greater exertions. Every friend of his country should 
turn his attention to the condition of this metropolis. And if it be 
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thered volcano that threatens the very existence of the social 
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of loudly reproving the profligacy that comes to their very doors, and 
meets them at every corner of the streets, must cower before the 
wrathful majesty of vice, express their regret cautiously in whispers, 
and speak in trembling under-tones their apprehensions for society. 

As we haye already stated, it is no part of our design at present, 
either to affirm or abnegate the statements of the report. Indeed we 
should have in all probability continued silent respecting it, if we had 
not seen, in a respectable journal of New York, the account which 
oar readers wil} find on our third page, of a public meeting on the 
subject. Such an attempt as is there described, to do without law, 
what the law will not do ; so bold an effort to prevent, by intimida- 
tion, all further prosecution of this inquiry, should cause every senti- 
nel of the public safety, and every friend to the liberty of the press, 
to speak out. If the declarations by which they are so egregiously 
exasperated are untrue, let them be refuted, and there let the matter 
rest. The gentlemen by whom they have been published, do not, we 
are persuaded, shrink from a legal investigation of their conduct. If, 
then, they have violated the laws of their country, let them be judi- 
cially condemned and punished ; but let us not be disgraced by the 
enormities of a mob. For ourselves, we are free to declare that no- 
thing would be more likely to predispose us to believe the statements 
of the report, than this wild and irregular excitement about it. The 
great master-spirit of British poetry has shrewdly said, that it is the 
" galled jade thatwinces." The remark is as true of a community as an 
individual. And if our neighbors do not take care, there may be some 
bold enough after all to think that their populous, and wealthy, and, 
alas, (like our own,) wicked city, would hardly make so notable an 
outcry about this matter, if her withers were really un wrung. 

These remarks are made, of course, with the reservation that the 
meeting at Tammany Hall was really what the paper from which 
the extract is taken has described. For ourselves, after being for 
some time distant and dispassionate spectators of this contest, we 
have come pretty fairly to the conclusion, th|it while many worthy 
and respectable men are highly incensed (and perhaps with reason) 
by the statements made, there are multitudes who are offended, not 
eo much at the declared results of the Magdalen investigation, as that 
any investigation at all should be attempted into such abominations. 
The truth is, that the managers of this society have stirred up (some* 
what rudely perhaps) a nest of rattle snakes and vipers, who have 
long been accustomed to concoct, undisturbed, in the dens and ca- 
verns of society, that venom which was to poison domestic peace, 
and pollute the fountains of social feeling. And now the whole rep- 
tile race of sensualists throughout the'land, startled by the few rays 
of light that have been thrown into their hiding places, and terrified 
at the idea of having these tenebrious abodes of wickedness exposed 
to broad day-light, have lashed themselves into a universal fury ; so 
that a man who is known to be friendly to morality and social order, 
can scarcely go into an hotel, or step for a moment on board a steam- . 
boat, without being annoyed by their angry hissing. 

We dismiss this subject with the following well-meant suggestions. 
Let those who feel themselves aggrieved by the New York investiga- 
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tion, resort to redress but that which they can obtain by argument or 
law. Abuse and personal violence will not be countenanced by -pub- 
lic opinion in this country. Let those who are engaged in prosecu- 
ting the Magdalen reformation, proceed with prudence, and yet with 
unyielding firmness, in* what they suppose to be the course of duty ; 
unintimidated by threats, and unawed by popular excitement. And 
let the Christian public beware that they wrong not the cause of mo- 
rality and religion, by a mawkish sensitiveness to the disclosure of 
facts, which the interests of society may render it necessary in some 
degree to lay bare before them. It is behind this false delicacy that 
the genteel and respectable profligates of the country love to take re- 
fuge from that public sentiment, which, in the United States, must 
ever be restless. 



No. 29. 

CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE— July 27. 

** Magdalen Society. 

Some of the newspapers of this city have affected to doubt the 
reality of the facts detailed in the report of this society, while others 
have thought and said, that, allowing them to be true, they should 
not be spoken of in such plain and pointed terms. 

We cannot vouch for the truth of the statements, though we be- 
lieve the gentlemen engaged in this investigation took much pains to 
arrive at accuracy, and they certainly could have had no motive to 
impose on the public by erroneous calculations and conclusions. 

** But such truths must not be told." Why not 7 It is indeed 
mortifying to a virtuous mind to be under the necessity of believing 
that so much licentiousness exists. But must it be concealed for fear 
of offending the ears of delicacy 1 Has it come to this 1 Must Sar 
tan and his emissaries he allowed to delude immortal beings into the 
commission of crime, so boldly, that he who opens his eyes must see 
it, and then succeed in making the public — the Christian public — 
believe that this vice is of such an odious character that it must 
not be named ! Then may they succeed in their nefarious designs 
upon the peace and happiness of mahj^ind. 

We have read of one of old who slid, " Let us alone — ^why torment 
us before the time?" And if the abettors of crime can succeed in 
making good men believe that it is an offense against modesty and 
delicacy to drag the monster to light, and to hold him up to the indig- 
nant gaze and just execration of mankind, they will also succeed in 
" keeping their goods in peace," and the strong man will still keep 
possession of his house. 

But this shall not be. Though it is a reproach to the press and 
the pulpit, as well as appalling to the chaste ears of a Christian au- 
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dience, to "speak of those things done o( them in secret," the 
" trumpet must sound long and loud" — ^the truth must be spoken — 
the horrid deeds of darkness must be disclosed, and the midnight re- 
vels of the debauchee must be condemned by one universal voice, 
which shall sound the eternal reprobation of that vice, which is of 
" monstrous mien." 

But where does this reproach fall ? Not on those who condemn 
it in language that cannot be misunderstood. Not on those who ut- 
ter its reprobation with a view to rescue the unhappy victims it has 
ensnared. Not, in a word, on that benevolence, as pure as it is ex- 
pansive, which exerts itself to sweep this breeder of plague and pes- 
tilence from the earth. No indeed. It falls on those who are guilty 
of decoying the innocent into the snares of vice. It falls on those 
hardened wretches, who, regardless of a mother's moan and a father's 
pity, "lie in wait to shed blood" — on those "fools who make a 
mock at sin" — and on those ungodly beings ** who are loud and stub- 
bom," and " with much fair speech cause" the unwary " to yield" 
to' her wiles, " till a dart strike through his liver." These guilty ones 
are responsible for the mischief— for the reproach — and not those 
who are endeavoring, by much self-denial and painful sacrifices, to 
purge the land from this abominable pollution." 



No. 30. 

NEW YORK COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER— 

JuN^ 29, 1881. 

"Magdalen Asylum. 

" We have read with such sensations as the melancholy detail 
is calculated to excite, the report recently made by the commit- 
tee to the truly benevolent society which labors in this city to re- 
claim a peculiar class of outcasts from the common sympathies of the 
virtuous. Some of the details might perhaps have been withheld ; 
but revolting as they are, they are prohMy fearfully true, and not 
exaggerated. The main object of the managers of the society is to 
operate by the influence of the religion which brought life and im- 
mortality to light upon those for whom there is no other help. In 
several instances they have be<|p successful, and where this fact is 
known, the heart must be cold indeed that would not rejoice in so 
good a woric ; and the hand must be illiberal that would withhold its 
mite in furtherance of the charity. Mr. John W. Leavitt, the trea- 
surer of the society, may be found at 166 Pearl street, where dona- 
tions and subscriptions are received." 
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COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER— Aug. 22. 

" And since we are called upon to advert to this topic, we take 

the opportunity again of regretting for the fourth or fifth time, that 
it was unfortunate in its exaggerations, most especially because it 
has afforded a handle to those whose moral sense is radically, corrupt, 
of abusing good and pure men, and under the hypocritical pretense 
of vindicating the character of our city, of offending modesty, and 
polluting the columns of the press. These are the very fellows who 
could probably give the best account from their own experience of 
the statistics of the wickedness. But being furnished with an oppor- 
tunity of descanting on the popular side of the subject, they do as 
much evil perhaps as the society can do good. Were this unders- 
tood by many respectable editors abroad, who unwittingly echo the 
remarks of the worthless and bad, made under the pretext ofapolO' 
gizing for the morals of this community, but really for abusing good 
and pious men, and nullifying their laudable efforts to improve the 
condition of society, they could treat the matter differently ; and 
while they regretted the error as to the extent of the evil would com- 
mend the motives and labors of those who seek to remedy it, such 
as it is. And it is admitted on all hands to be very great.' 
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HOWARD— JOURNAL OF COMMECE, July 2. 

** NEW YORK MAGDALEN SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Editors — I have just read the first report of those who 
manage this institution. While this document might perhaps in 
some parts have been written with much better taste, it must be ad- 
mitted, that it brings to light facts and circumstances in relation to 
the Great Evil of which it treats, deeply affecting to every virtuous 
mind. 

As I turned over its melancholy pages, I again and again exclaimed, 
how is it possible that our city authorities, our wise men, our moral 
men, our fathers and mothers, our brothers and sisters, and above 
all, our Christian brethren, have so long slept over the ravages of 
this crying sin and curse of our city ! Oh ! what tears and anguish 
and lamentations are following its course even here on earth ; and 
what woes and wailings must continue to follow, as its consequence, 
through the coming ages of eternity. I am truly thankful that an 
association is now formed (and composed of men who in the fear of 
God execute what they undertake) for the purpose of 'checking the 
progress of this desolating scourge, and of rescuing, if possible, a 
part of those unhappy beings whose << steps take hold on hell," and 
who are drawing an increasing train of others with them to de- 
struction. 
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These benevolent friends may expect opposition, reproaches, per-* 
haps calumnies, for their self-denying labors, but let them not be 
intimidated nor disheartened ; they have with them the best wishes 
of all the virtuous, and the approbation, we doubt not, of Him who 
himself came to seek and to save the lost. 

It is evident from the report ^alluded to, that the Magdalen Society 
has hitherto been maintained by the charities of a few. The ex- 
periment made has already been so successful that the benevolent 
may now be called upon in every part of the city to aid in carrying 
forward the plans which have been adopted. There is no justice in 
leaving those, who make such sacrifices of time in order to benefit 
the outcasts of society, to sustain also the whole pecuniary burden 
of the attempt to reclaim them. Let every man who reads this ar- 
ticle, settle the question with himself at once, whether he ought not 
to send to the Treasurer, 166 Pearl street, what I now resolve to do, 
an annual contribution, Howard." 



No. 32. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE AUTHOR'S DIARY. 

Oct. 2lst, — A riot at 2 A. M. in the street under my window. It 
originated in a house of ill-fame. The number of persons engaged 
in it amounted to about twenty. The watch was called, but did not 
make his appearance in at least fifteen minutes. He was probably 
at some considerable distance. 

Oct. 22 j. — Three females of the town fighting at the corner of the 
street under my window, at 3 A. M. Two were beating one. The 
battle lasted several minutes. One appeared to be injured ? Whose 
daughters are these ? 

At 2 Af M. — A man in Mulberry street beat a woman unmercifnlly, 
and a wench of huge dimensions was cursing him at an awful rate. 
The children were crying, and perhaps twenty persons assembled in 
the street in front of the house, to hear the confused noise, and to 
see what sights they could. Some people were looking over a fence 
some ten and fourteen feet l^gh to see if any person was murdered. 
On entering the house, I saw a woman, about fifty years old, sitting 
at a window, in tears. '* What is the matter with you, madam V* 
'' Oh, said she, he," pointing to a man, '* has almost killed me. 
Here, see how he has hurt my leg." It ,was bandaged. I believe 
there is a law in England that makes it legal for a man to beat his 
wife, but not to break her bones, or bruise her flesh. It is doubtful 
whether Americans have such a law. At all events, it is disgraceful 
for a husband to beat the wife of his choice. 

Oct. 2Sd. — ^At 2 A. M. a riot nnder my window. Two men were 
fighting. The one was drunk, and the other looked like the man 
who keeps the liquid that mal^os men drunk, at a certain house I 
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cannot now name, lest the naming of it should offend the editors of 
the Courier and Enquirer, the Daily Sentinel, &c. But poor fool, 
what better could he expect 1 Let him keep out of brothels. 

In the afternoon I saw the fool who had spent his substance with 
the cruel. He sat on the lowest step of the flight of stairs leading 
into a printing office. His white hat, wet and jammed together, lay 
at his feet, in a quantity of water the rain had deposited there. His 
head rested on his knees, and presented a fresh wound on the left 
side, near the crown. It was as large as a dollar, and had on it a 
plaster that bound together the lips of the fracture. But the blood 
had not been washed off liis hair and neck. His coat was torn from 
the shoulder to his waist, not a rent, but a strip the width of the 
hand, -and was pinned up by a little wooden peg. 

There was under my window another middle aged man, dressed in 
blue, standing near the poor fellow whose hesA was bruised, pa- 
tiently receiving the curses and thumps of two men of the town, 
urged on by the rum-dealing seller of virgin purity. And this man, 
crouching under the blows of these two blustering fellows, cried out 
piteously, "Won't you give a person a chance 1 I dont want to quar- 
rel, gentlemen /" 

When the fellows had beaten him until they were satisfied, they 
returned to their master, at the Five Points. All this was done, if 
my observation be correct, to conceal a theft at the house whence 
they came. Men are coaxed into such places, persuaded to drink 
liquor that is often poisoned by a drug, and then, being deranged for 
a time, they are robbed, and are then kicked into the street, under 
the charge of having attempted to abuse or to slander some one. 

Oct, 24:th. — At 11 P. M. walked through that portion of Broadway 
between Wall and Anthony streets. At the corner of Duahc, a fe- 
male, in a flowing robe of black silk, looked me full in the face. I 

had seen her before, and said, " Oh, it is Clara ." " Clara, 

happy as you please," said she, and then, with a wanton air, tossed 
herself forward into the rushing throng, and was gone. It was a 
girl in whose rescue I feel a deep interest, and have made many sa- 
crifices. Once slie was an inmate of the New York Magdalen 
Asylum. Treacherous fellows, if a true story comes to my ears, 
decoyed her thence, and soon after deserted her. She sank to the 
lowest class of courtezans, mingling with negroes, was arrested, 
sent to prison, and on her release, falling in the way of some fool of 
a fellow in the town, she robbed him of between $200 and $300, as 
a person well acquainted with the fact tells me. She is an intelli- 
gent, beautiful^ girl, aged twenty-two years, the daughter of a ffwr- 
geon in the Navy, and was ruined by a medical student under the 
promise of marriage, at the age of fourteen years, and soon after 
she was deserted. 

Oct. 26th. — A female, aged twenty-five years, of full habit, ap- 
proached me to-day in the street at the corner of Centre and An- 
thony to know if I had heard from her relatives since she left the 
Magdalen Asylum. It is worthy of remark that she was received 
into the Asylum, but supposing that she could find a more comforta- 
ble residence with a relative in the city, sh.e left it, and went there. 
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The relative had moved. She could not find him. Night came on. 
She had no home. Discouraged by the disappointment, and valuing 
herself of no worth, her fall into courses of sin became easy, and 
she is again on the town. Sin is a downward path. In vice there 
is no rising. It is sinking continually and rapidly. She asked me 
what she should do. 

" The opposition to the Magdalen Society, and other circum- 
stances, crippled its efforts, and you cannot be received into it again." 

" Well," said she, " I expect to go to destruction now." 

" Ah, Diadema, you love your sins too well to reform." 

** No," said the girl, " I do not, but whAt else can I do 1 I would 
go away this very day, if I knew where to go. I wish you would 
help me." 

** I cannot ; once I labored for your rescue, and made many per- 
sonal and pecuniary sacrifices to effect it. You despised the counsel 
I gave you, and you are now enduring the consequences. When 
you left the Asylum, I told you that you would come to this. Then, 
it was in my power to aid you. I have now no share in the manage- 
ment of that institution. If you receive assistance from it, it is ne- 
cessary that you should call on Mr. ." 

** I have," said the wanderer, " called twice at his house, and did 
not see him. I saw my brother, yesterday, but he will not receive 
me. And what must I do ?" She went away. 

During that last two or three months there was scarcely a day but 
females, sometimes two, three and four, called at the probationary 
house, Asylum, or on one of the managers for aid, but ah ! — ^the 
Tammany philanthropical Anti-Magdalen committee, its aiders and 
abettors, and other circumstances, have dampened the zeal of some 
of the once bold champions of the Magdalen cause, and no man^ 
dare ask his neighbor for a dollar to bear the current expenses of the 
Society. The President has expended a large amount of personal 
labor and much money to carry on the institution. A few gentlemen 
aided him. But it is too much to expect from a few men. 

The Anti- Magdalen man who writes to me in the Genius of Tem- 
perance, can fight about the propriety of calling one of his chairmen 
a magistrate, in consequence of styling him " Esq." to grace his 
meeting with dignity, but what is he doing to reform the vicious 1 
Does he hold meetings to build Magdalen Asylums ? Does he hold 
meetings to discuss the propriety of petitioning the government to 
remove the female state prisoners from Bellevue ; to construct the 
night rooms of the female penitentiary into separate dormitories to 
check the progress of vice, and to erect a properly constructed 
Bridewell, that the innocent, awaiting trial, may not be thrust into a 
night room with hardened offenders, to be corrupted by evil commu- 
nications 1 Or what is he doing, for I saw in a letter addressed to 
me in the Daily Sentinel, a boast that the Anti-Magdalen men were, 
perhaps even more humane, than the Magdalen Society. Now this 
female is a fit subject for them to rescue. If they will take the work, 
of reforming the wicked in hand, I will aid them, on the condition 
that they will accept of my services, for it pains me to the heart, to 
walk through the city and to see thousands of females treading in 
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the paths of wo, hundreds* of whom desire aid, and there is x;o 
place in which they can receive it— no— not even a Magdalen 
Asylum. 

Ketumingr to my residence at about 5 P. M., I saw a concoorse Of 
peo{de near the Baptist Church in Mulberry street, and went up to 
it, and saw a negro, perhaps twenty-five or thirty years old, sur- 
rounded by the crowd. '* W hat has he done V* '* He has stabbed a 
woman," replied a bystander. " Where is she V ** There," said 
un old woman at my side, " in that cellar." J crossed the street. 
The man was carried to the police office and I entered the cellar. 
In the comer, on a truss of straw, I saw a young woman panting for 
breath. The house was full of persons. Some had gone for a sur- 
geon. I called at the office of three, but they were out. In about one 
Sour four physicians were in her room dressing her wounds. Her 
husband had stabbed her twice in the abdomen, with a jack-knife. 
She is known to be industrious and temperate. He follows the sea» 
and is intemperate. He pretended to be drunk, on his arrest, or wtis 
really so. She will probably recover, but is exercised with much 
pain and breathes with difficulty." 

At 6 P. M. the daughter of a minister entered the office of a 
physician where I was, and pleaded with me to rescue her from an in- 
famous life. " Where shall I go 1" *' Oh, what shall I do ?" «* I 
have no home. Can you furnish me a place in which to sleep V* — 
and many other like questions she asked that made my heart ache. 
Miserable woman. It is sin that brings her to this. Once she rode 
in her carriage in this city. Her husband was a merchant, and she 
has relations in good circumstances in New York. But they do no- 
thing for her. To my question, ** why do you not go and cast your- 
self on them ?" — she said, " I am ashamed." " lou ought to be 
ashamed to be seen about and in these haunts of crime, but not 
ashamed to be seen going from them. Go directly to your relatives. 
Cast yourself on them. Confess your faults, and abandon your sins." 
She went off saying, '* I will do as you said, and may the Lord 
bless you for being a friend to degraded women. I often thought of 
you when I was in the hospital." 

Walked out in the evening. As I turned out of Broadway, and 
stopped, a female came up and Iboked me in the face. I spoke to 
her. She passed on, and I overtook her and turned the next comer, 
and she followed me. I stopped, and she stopped and conversed 
with me. *' Why do you not go to your parents 1" " They are in 
Ireland." " I am not the person you suppose. It will be well for 
you to cease sinning. Go to service." Then I passed on and turned 
another corner, and she followed me. Again I stopped and talked 
to her. I told her that her course of life would. soon bring her to 
the grave, and that loathsome disease would soon consume her vi- 
tals, unless she reformed. " And how can I reform 1" said the wo- 
man, " I am sick." It is a fortnight since I have been in the street. 
Being a little better, I walked out. The doctors do me no good ; 
disease preys on my blood." " No physician, madam, can cure you 
while you live in crime." " Well," said she, " I have no mooey. 
A gentleman promised me some ; I have not received it. He is a 
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mercbaut in Chatham street.* When I was at service he decoyed 
me into devious paths. They vtrill not receive me into the hospital." 
•* Go," said I, " to the police magistrate. Tell him that you are 
sick, and that you want to go to the hospital, and he will send you." 
*' I will," said the woman^ and then she turned, and walked off to- 
wards the Park. Two reflections follow. The one is, that disease 
preys on hundreds of girls in apparent health, while they are in the 
street seeking their prey. The other is, that it is difficult for girls 
to get into the hospital. It will not hold them all, which is probably 
the best reason. 

Nov, 1. — ^At 11 P. M. the cries of a female beaten by the wicked 
in a house not far off, excited some attention, and a man passing 
gave her relief. . 

Nov* 3. — Saw a woman sitting on the step of a house. It was 
cold, and she was poorly clad. Her bonnet was nearly off her head, 
and her face had . a hole in it made by some sharp instrument. I 
spoke to her. She answered. A man of no sympathy for the suf- 
fering, came up and abused her. She said, ** Don't you' think I 
have feeling ?" The conduct of this fellow is imitated by thousands. 
Even multitudes of the moral seem to think that these women have 
no fe^ings. Ah I there is a God who marks man's conduct. Jesus 
said, *' Ye have the poor with you al way s> and whensoever ye will, ye 
may do them good." 

JVov. 6. — Went to the Penitentiary. On the way I passed one 
small house, a tipplinff-shop. On the side of the room opposite the 
door stood a table, benind which three men, each smoking, sat, and 
had each one before him on the table, a tumbler of liquor. The 
persons who drink rum, will use tobacco. 

Not far from this house there was another, near Bull's Head, on 
the side of which, in large letters, these words were painted :— • 
*< Third Avenue Temperance Hotise of Refreshments.*' 1 was 
surprised, for the last time I had seen the house, it was a grog-shop. 
I looked in at the door and counted five boxes of cigars, eight de- 
canters of ardent spirits, and ten kegs of what is queerly called ^ li- 
quid fire." Now these " temperemce'* articles were arranged with 
some taste, and made quite an imposing appearance. While stand- 
ing before the door and looking into the house, two boys, each about 
^xurteen years old, entered it. One stepped up to the counter and 
told the woman behind it to ^ve the boy who was with him some 
rum. " Wont you have a cigar V* cried the other fellow. Now 
these were the temperance boys of a " temperance house" near 
" Bull's Head !" 

At 4 P. M. I saw a woman under the west comer of the hospital 
walls. Her head was uncovered — ^her hair was matted and han^g 
loosely about her shoulders — ^her face was stained with something 
resembling ink — ^her clothes were covered with filth, and wiere torn 
exceedin^y. She was intoxicated. A group of between twenty or 
fifty boys had drawn a circle around her, and were teasing and oth- 
erwise abusing her, in a shameful manner. Their hootmgs were 
loud and obscene. I persuaded them to let her go ; but they soon 
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after assembled at the comer of Chapel street, and penned her again . 
There their hootings were renewed. Some man interfered, and 
kindly shoved her ahead to the police office. Many girls of the town, 
dressed in splendid style, looked at her in Chapel street, and in her 
saw what they must shortly be. Oh ! how can & benevolent citv 
like this rest at ease, knowing that there are thousands of such 
wretched women dying in it. 

Nov, 7, 12 P. M. — A gang of impure fellows has just come out of 
a house of infamous character not far distant. At the door they 
began to quarrel and blaspheme. One ran furiously upon another 
and smote him, uttering these words, ^* I will knock your brains 

out ." ** Watch," cries the other impure fellow, reeling and 

swaggering as he moved ahead and across the street. Thus men 
act ! Indeed, the debauchees are viler than the women of the town. 
Their beastly, brutal conduct, is most polluting — ^most destructive to 
public morals. Why is it tiiat nothing is done by the people to 
check the progress of vice ? 

Nov, 8. — At 8 P. M. A female aged eighteen years called on me 
this evening and asked if I would receive her into the New York 
Magdalen Asylum. She was dressed in an elegant style. Her face 
is an oval, her eyes a deep gray, her cheeks retain much of the ex- 
pression and vigor of youth and good sense, and her hair is a deep 
black, her figure good, and her stature small. 

** Why do you wish to enter the N. Y. M. A. V 

'^ Because i am tired of this life." 

" Can you read ]" 

^*No." 

" Where was you bom 1" 

** In Delaware." 

** Are your parents living, and what is their occupation ]" 

" My mther was a farmer. He died several years since. I buried 
my mother in Philadelphia last week." 

**' Have you brothers and sisters V* 

** One brother, and he is at sea, and two sisters, both manied." 

^* Have you been married 1" 

^' Yes, nearly four years, but my husband is at sea." 

" Why did you leave him ?" 

" I don't know." 

" Does he know how you are living 1" 

*' Yes." 

" Will he do any thing for you V* 

" No." 

"My gill, your condition is hard. Have you csdled on Mr. 
S 1" 

" No." 

" He has the management of the Magdalen Asylum. I have no 

control over it. Mr. S can aid you. Do you know where he 

lives 1" 

^*No." 

" I will walk there with you." 
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We went*, but he was not in, and the girl returned to a brothel, for 
between that and the penitentiary, she had no other place to which 
she could go. She called on me twice after this. 

11 P. M.— ^ great noise in a house in Mulberry street. Two 
girls, about 18 years old, came out, crying, '* Father is murdering mo- 
ther." On entering the house, the man lay on the bed, with his 
hands in the woman's hair, and her fists she was puttings into his 
eyes. She swore she would cut his throat before mommg. She 
had two gashes in her head made by a candlestick with which he 
had beaten her. He was, as usual, quite drunk, and she but little 
better. He is idle, and lives on tEe proceeds of the labor of his wife 
and daughters, who pay the house-rent and support the family. On 
being questioned, she said he had threatened to cut her throat before 
morning, and that she would disable him. 

Nov, 9, 8 p. M. — ^The minister's daughter — ^the merchant's wife 
>-— came to my lodgings. Miserable woman ! Clothed in a worn-out 
calico gown, old shoes, rags for stockings, a rag for a shawl, and a 
remnant of a sun-bonnet, she stood before me an offensive spectacle. 
Her face was unwashed and covered with dirt. Her hands too, they 
were not clean. Oh ! what a sight ! what a contrast to her standing 
and appearance in this city in years that are past ! She opened her 

mouth, and said, ** Mr. M will you give me some money that I 

may buy a little soap to wash my gown ? I have been sick three 

days, and laid on the straw in the yard of T , and they thought 

I \i^as dead. If I had a shilling I could get a place in which to Bleep 
to-night, and then I would wash my clothes, and go to the alms- 
house to-morrow." 

** Why did vou leave the alms-house? Well, return to it. But 
you told me the other evening, that you would go to your friends. 
Did they receive youl" 
<* I could not go. My heart failed me." 

" "Rien you will die, I suppose, for it is not in my power to aid 
you. And the inhabitants of this city feel so little interest in the sal- 
vation of women inyour condition, that they do not think it is pro- 
per or worth the effort to provide suitable and ample accommoda- 
tions for their benefit. These few cents will answer your ends for 
the present. In future don't ask me for more, but seek relief at the 
hands of the almoners of the public." She thanked me, and left the 
house* 

10 P. M. — The domestic came to my study, and handed me the 
following letter : 

Mr. McDowall, 
Sir, — You will not be surprised, I expect, whon you hear I am 
gone, for the distress of my mind is so great, and my heart so wicked, 
that it is utterly impossible for me to remain in so good a family as 
this ! I can say from my heart that I have worked in misery this 
day. My mind has been in torment. I would like to mention to 
Mrs. P-— — that I am going, but my heart fails me ; I cannot, 
your kind treatment will be like coals of fire on my head, when I 
think of it, but 1 must go. A. S. C. 
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What ft shock to my heart ! Poor girl ! she is, probably, dead. In 
the afternoon I conversed with her. She was in ffreat distress of 
mind. In the evening, about an hour before she lefx the house, she 
said to the domestic, " I wish I could tell you mv feelings.*' A few 
minutes after that, she added, ** I give you these boots. Those 
which I have on my feet will last longer than I shall live." About 
10 P. M. she stepped into the yard, opened the sate, went out and has 
not been seen since that time by any of the family. This ** A. S. C." 
was lately iti the Magdalen asylum. On account of ill health, it was 
thought advisable to send her to the hospital. She called to see me, 
and I provided for her a comfortable situation in a respectable fami- 
ly, where she received medical treatment ; for I was unwilling to al- 
low her to goto the alms-house hospital to be corrupted by the vice and 
immorality that abound in it. Her dependence made her uneasy, 
and she called on a gentleman, and asked him if he would be so kind 
as to ffive her work. She returned weeping, and cou)d not be com- 
forted. She said that he was dissatisfied with her, for not going to 
the hospital, and that he told her so. Poor ^rls ! when they wish 
to do well, a little thing discourages them, and they yield to despair. 
One evening she stood by the door, bathed in tears, moaning her 
condition. " Oh !" said she, ** that I was with my sister. I nave 
but one. My parents are dead. I have not one friend on earth." 

" Am I not a friend to you V 

" Oh, yes," she replied, and then her tears ceased to run. I told 
her that if she would do well, she should never want, while I was 
able to provide for her. I wish mothers could see some of these 
broken-hearted children of wo and crime. Ah ! mothers ! mothers 
in the ^rave cannot feel ; but their orphan daughters roam the street 
for their prey, and sell their embraces for money to buy a mouthful of 
food, a shelter from the cold, and a garment to cover them. Yes, 
make merchandize of themselves when wasting under disease, and 
their minds deranged by liquor to ease remorse of conscience. And 
there is no place to which these women can resort for the purpose of 
reformation. Oh that the inhabitants of this city did but remember 
that it is criminal to neglect these guilty, degraded women ! Oh that 
they would look on their daughters and ask themselves, how they 
would feel if their children were cast on the town, and none would , 
aid them to return ! Oh that sisters would reflect on the state of 
m^ny sisters ! Brothers, too, should feel and act. 

Nov. 13. — In the female penitentiary, at the close of the school, 
E. ^., from Jamaica, Long Island, came up to me. Tears were 
running out of her eyes. She wished me to intercede for her admis- 
sion to the asylum, but on being told that I had not the control over it, 

she entreated me to request Mr. S to call and see her. One 

woman informed the late matron of the asylum that she was cold at 
night, having only a small blanket, and a coarse tow-cloth gown, for 
a bed. It is a miserable prison. It reforms none, but corrupts many. 
It ought to be what the law designs — a penitentiary — a place of re- 
formation — a Magdalen asylum. Indeed, there should be no other. 
The vice of prostitution is a public evil, and the public ou£^ht to re- 
move it, and to bear the expense. It is intolerable that the public 
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should be taxed to support such a school of vice as the female peni- 
tentiary, in this city, is. These remarks oa the prison, do not im- 
peach its keepers. They cannot alter its state. 

10 P. M. — A scene of interest occurred in a house of ill-fame this 
evening. A middle aged man, in genteel dress, entered it, and from 
a ffirl of the town — his intended paramour — ^received a drug in a glass 
orliquor, which soon deranged him to such a degree, that there was 
much fear lest it would prove fatal, and medical aid was called. On 
the arrival of the physician, he lay perfectly insensible on his bed. 
About two hours afterwards, he would laugh, then cry, then coil into 
a heap, and utter a piteous moan. He said the girl had giyen him 
something, and taken away his handkerchief. Thus men— and often 
men of the first families too — enter these houses, aud are led to ruin. 
They spend their years with the cruel, and their substance is consumed 
with the vicious. Now, there are every week hundreds of cases simi- 
lar to this, in this city. At least, that is my opinion^ an opinion founded 
on a careful, minute, and continued investigation of this subject, for 
many months. These brothels, doubtlessly, do coin the mass of 
our drunkards, and people our country with thieves and despaba- 
DOES I The sons of the respectable are often ruined there. In those 
houses I have found some of the sons of some of the first families in 
the country ! These facts show the necessity of a plan of procedure 
as a remedy, analogous to the Temperance Society. Marri€tge is 
contemned. Licentiousness is honored. Public morals and human 
happiness are sacrificed. These things ought not so to be. 

Nov. 13. — A gentlemaa of some science and literature, came to 
me, and in a frank manner said — *'Ah! you are not laboring for no- 
thing !" << True, sir, I am laboring for something. My aim is the 
extirpation of vice in its varied forms." ''Ah, you are laboring for 
money." Knowing that the young gentleman was intimate with the 
infidels of New York, it was evident to my mind that the object of 
the question was to elicit from me a statement by which the friends 
of vice might impeach the veracity of the Magdalen committee, in 
asserting that my labors were performed without a remuneration. I 
was amused at the method the man adopted to obtain his information, 
and met him with a denial. <* But, you cannot live without money." 
'< Oh, sir, as to money, Christ, whom I serve, will ffive me as much 
as I need, without a salary. When he withnolds from me 
the ostensible means of living in the prosecution of my present ob* 
ject, that will be a providential indication that it is his pleasure that 
I should quit this pursuit." The gentleman still pressed his question, 
and as several persons were present, I thought it was proper to be 
definite and pointed, in my reply, and therefore said — " Sir, I defy 
you, or all the relics of FVench infidels in New York, or any ot£er 
man or body of men to prove that I do or have received a peouniary 
compensation for my services in the Magdalen cause." , 

" Well," said he, " you ought to have received a compensation. 
I would not work for nothing. It is folly to trust in Christ when you 
get nothing to pay your way." 
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'* So said ^e ancient sceptics to the church of God, yet God fed 
one of his servants by the agency of a raven. But, sir, Christ can 
dispose persons to aid n^e." 

** Well, but will you go and ask for aid 1" 

" No. Not I. Twelve years' experience teaches me, that if I 
will seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, all neces- 
sary things, such as food, and raiment, and friends, and home, shall 
be furnished for me. Therefore, I shall not trouble myself about a 
salary. My heavenly Father is rich, and can give me as much money 
as I need. Indeed^ the silver and the gold are his, and with the lit- 
tle he gives me I shall be contented.'' 

** The young man being disconcerted, soon retired. Occurrences 
of this kind are frequent. Infidels and worldings are avaricious and 
ungodly. Therefore they wonder how it can be that any ministers 
are dif^re'nt from themselves in those mental affections. Still, minis- 
ters are entitled to a support, and it is the duty of the church to give 
it to them.* 

Nov. 14. — At 3 o'clock, in the afternoon, the navy surgeon's 
daughter, accompanied by another girl of the town from Nova Scotia, 
stood at the corner of Mulberry and Cross streets. Two men, well 
dressed, passing along, stopped, and each man grappled a girl. A 
struggle ensued. One of the females was dragged across Mulberry 
street by one of the obscene fellows. She broke loose from his grasp 
and then made her escape towards the Five Points. Men, women, 
and children of both sexes and of divers characters, from the virtu- 
ous to the abandoned, were in the streets and in some of the adja- 
cent houses looking at the afiair. Such scenes as this are modest 
when compared with hundreds of other acts in the public streets of 
New York that fall under my inspection. Seeing that such open and 
debasing vice stalks forth in the day-time, it is easy to conjecture, 
that the night mantles worse scenes. Indeed, I can show any man, 
scenes of pollution in the heart of this city, that equal in moral tur- 
pitude, those which existed at Rome at the commencement of the 
Christian era. This vice of licentiousness is no longer private. It 
is a public vice, and demands the interposition of the public authori- 
ty. Our mothers, sisters, wives, daughters, friends, and domestics, 
cannot walk through several streets at any time of day, without 
being liable to have their morality impaired, and their persons insulted. 
Vice is so outrageous, that if a female of irreproachable morals is 

* For the information of the author's friends, he states that, in September 1830, his 
attention was providentially called to the consideration of the poor unfortunates whose 
cause he has espoused ; — that, as his professional studies were not then finished, he left 
the city in November 1830, to resume them but was persuaded to return t<> the city and 
to renew his labors in their behalf ; that he was offered a salary of $500 per annum, first 
by the Christian Benevolent Society of New York, a id afterwards by Mr. A. Tappan, 
but that, for peculiar reasons, he declined both offers ; that he has received donations 
in cash amounting to about $100 from Mr. A. Tappan, $25 from the C. B, F. Society, 
and $5 from the late lamented Mrs. Sleight, and various articles of clothing from un- 
known persons to the value of about 4^, making the sum of f 150 donations since 
Septeml>er 1830. Now the author cannot, to advantage, -prosecute his work at an ex- 
pense much less than $2 per day. To meet his expenses for another year, the author 
has not the means. 'Midst difficulties and persecutions and wants, he has, for months, 
with untiring zeal, and ardent hope, pressed hli way. 
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without a protector in the street after dark, she will prohablj be in- 
sulted, even in Broadway. This has been the state of things for 
years, as is well known by every intelligent citizen. The question 
is — H&w long shall this state of things continue ? How long will 
the people simer their families to be exposed to the deadly, anchecked 
tide of moral contagion that is rolling as the waves of the ocean over 
our city ? How long will our magistrates, sworn to execute the laws, 
tolerate this vice? How long will moral men, philanthropists. 
Christians, and Christian ministers remain contented, allowing this 
current of wickedness to undermine the morals of the republic ? 
Now, while I am writing, a hack drives by, and stops at a brotheU 
and disgorges a gang of theatre men and girls. The children see it, 
and hear it, and know all that is going on. Indeed the children are 
trained to vice at the Five Points. What imperious need of moral 
instruction and sabbath schools there is in this neighborhood of cor- 
ruption ! The civil authority — ^the legal guardians of public morals 
— ought to attend to the morals of the young. 
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The printer sets up the type for this letter from the original, which 
is preserved in proof of its authenticity. Her appeal is made for 
relief and protection. The simple fact that it is not in the editor's 
power to give either, will be an ample justification of his conduct in 
placing the letter before the public. In respect to her feelings, and 
to the feelings of her relatives, her name is not printed, but the let- 
ter and name remain for the inspection of those who may not be 
actuated by an idle curiosity. 

THE LIFE AND APPEAL OF A GEORGIA MAGDALEN ; 

BY HERSELF. 

Eatonton, Geo^ia, Oct^ 21, 1831. 

Rev. Sir — Circumstances of a character which female delicacy 
should blush to own, and Christian benevolence grieve to hear, have 
compelled me to intrude this communication upon your goodness. 
Though perhaps I might produce some palliation in the eyes of the 
generous and humane for my aberrations from the paths of virtue and 
rectitude, by a simple relation of circumstances, yet I trust you will 
by no means suppose that I now possess the least desire to entirely 
excuse my errors. Taking the exertions of yourself and your noble 
compeers as sufficient evidence of your correct intentions and virtu- 
ous feelings, I shall proceed. 

I was born in North Carolina, and can say to my shame that my 
parents and relations were not only respectable, but wealthy, pos- 
sessing all those advantages capable of promoting the happiness of 
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themselves and the prosperity of their only child (for I was such a 
one) to an eminent de^ee. They were kind and indulgent ; and 
oh ! how oflen have I mourned the blighting influence of that kind- 
ness and indulgence, for had they been more rigid in enforcing the 
principles of honor and virtue on my youthful heart, how different 
might now have been my lot ! In short, sir, I was suffered to have 
my own may ; my childish propensities, however ridiculous, always 
gratified, and I acknowledged no authority superior to my slightest 
wish. In this way, sir, I was raised to my thirteenth year, at which 
time it was my misfortune to lose my parents. My grief was se- 
vere, but of short duration. The time which intervened between 
the one just mentioned, and my seventeenth, was spent for the most 
at school, and affords no matter particularly applicable to my object 
in writing. I may mention, however, that though I made some pro- 
gress in Eterary pursuits, my moral character was still the same. I 
was, at this time, under the guardianship of an amiable and respected 
relation, who spared no pains to make me happy and contented. 
But like my parents, he was too indulgent and too regardless of vir- 
tuous propriety. As is usual with wealthy females of my age, I had 
a great many pretended admirers, some of whom I was warmly 
persuaded by my uncle to accept, but I willfully rejected his advice, 
for I had always looked upon matrimony as a subject in which the 
right of choice was vested in no one but those immediately inte- 
rested. Towards the latter part of my eighteenth year, I became 
acquainted with an individual, who forms the most conspicuous per- 
sonage in my narrative. His exterior accomplishments were une- 
qualled by any I had ever seen. He soon professed an attachment 
for me, and was for some time assiduous, though delicate and res- 
pectful in his attentions, and the consequence was a matrimonial en- 
gagement. My uncle, for the first time in his life, opposed me, and 
urged the necessity of a more extensive acquaintance, for as regarded 
character he might be considered an entire stranger. I urged the 
impossibility of a depraved and villainous heart being shrouded by so 
polished an exterior, and spoke of the representation he gave of 
himself as being good evidence to my mind in his favor. My uncle 
still persisted in his opposition, and upon my expressing my deter- 
mination in no very qualified terms, he threatened to use authority 
to induce me to obedience. From that moment my resolution was 
fixed. I went to my room, and having written a note, despatched it 
to a neighboring village, where he then resided, desiring an inter- 
view with him at a convenient place designated in the note. He 
came at the appointed time. Feeling disposed to test his affection 
as much as possible, I stated to him the opposition of my uncle, and 
apparently showed a disposition to obey his (my uncle's) will. My 
lover became passionate, vowed he could not but be the most mise- 
rable of men without me, and finally proposed a clandestine union, 
to which, after some mere nominal objections, I acceded. Three 
days after this we were united at a neighbor's house, whose interest 
we had secured. As all my relations were at enmity with my hus- 
band, he proposed moving to his native state, (Georgia) to which I 
agreed. The wealth which my hJther had industriously accumulated 
No. I Jan. 1832. 12 
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for the benefit of his child, was converted into cash, at a reduced 
price, and in a month we set off for Georgia. By this time I had 
discorered many traits in the disposition of my husband, which were 
very ominous of much.future domestic discord. He on the slightest 
occasions manifested more passion than I had at first thought him 
at all capable of feeling ; and when one circumstance vexed him he 
was in an ill humor with every thing else that surrounded him. I 
soon began to lead an unhappy life, and by the time we reached 
Charleston, South Carolina, I felt perfectly miserable ; I saw clearly 
that I had been too precipitate, for though I thought then that I truly 
loved, I now felt convinced that my love depended on the frailty of 
passion, rather than the stability of reason ; and what was worse, I 
felt convinced that / was not loved in the slightest degree. After 

our arrival in Charleston, Mr. L (for such was my husband's 

name) proposed one evening to go to the theatre ; accordingly we 
went. .We had scarcely taken our seats when I was interrupted by 
a loud scream from an adjoining one, and on looking up beheld a 
lady fast hold of Mr. L — 's arm. Surprised at this circumstance, I 
looked at Mr. L — , and discovered him in great confusion. - He' 
spoke to the female above alluded to in a low voice, but not so low 
as to prevent me from hearing : ** for heaven's sake do not expose 
yourself Maria, but take your seat and tell me why you are in 
Charleston." The lady obeyed, and a conversation took place be- 
tween them, the particulars of which satisfied me that some intimate 
relationship existed between them. The lady's agitation was very 
violent during the conversation, which was interrupted by a gentle- 
man's leading her from the theatre. 

I felt an unaccountable presage of impending misfortune as I 
noticed the discomposure of Mr. L— , and my feelings so overpow- 
ered me that I requested him to permit me to return to our lodgings, 
to which he accompanied me. He left me at the door, with a pro- 
mise to return in an hour or two. The whole night, however, was^ 
spent in undescribable misery, without witnessing his return. The 
next morninff found me in a restless and miserable condition ; but 
unhappy as I was, I was yet doomed to suffer more. Early in the 
morning a note was brought me by a waiter, the purport of which 
was so paralyzing to my feelings, that insensibility reigned over my 
faculties until evening. The following is a copy : 

** Madam — If I am rightly informed, you are miserable ; nothing 
but sheer justice to yourself and me could induce me to make you 
more so. Mr. L — is the son of parents once wealthy and respecta- 
ble ; they have long since been laid in the silent grave. His pro" 
pensities in early life were decidedly of a vicious and dissipated na- 
ture ; and his large patrimony was consequently squandered in grati* 
fying them : but previous to this time (pardon me for speaking the 
plain unvarnished truth) I became his wife." 

It is useless for me to copy the remaining part of the letter ; suf- 
fice it to say, that as I recovered from the insensibility into which 
this hope-destroying news had thrown me, I determined to return to 
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my relations in North Carolina, and if possible to do so without the 
knowledge of the villain who had wronged me, for a variety of cir- 
cumstances, unnecessary to mention here, convinced me that the 
information conveyed in the note last alluded' to, was rigidly correct. 
Whilst making preparations, I reflected that I was entirely destitute 
of funds ; for the degraded being with whom I had been associating, 
held in possession that which was rightly mine : I therefore con- 
cluded to wait until he should return, and endeavor to operate on 
his conscience so as to make him restore me as far as was in his 
power the rights of which he had robbed me, but in this I was like- 
wise doomed to disappointment, for after waiting until noon the 
following day, in the place of Mr. L — I received a letter from him, 
the particulars of which not only went to corroborate the informa- 
tion I had before received, but also announced to me that I need 
never expect to see him again, and that I must, to use his own 
words, "shift for myself." 

Judge, sir, of the feelings which then raged within my bosom. 
My early education was not of that kind which could enable me to 
withstand the winds of adversity, even to a slight extent : and what 
must have been the tumult of passion by which I was exercised in this 
direful hour, and what added to my misery, was the degradation of 
feeling I should suffer on the knowledge of my situation being com- 
municated to my relations. This last was more than I thought I 
could bear, but what could I do ? A variety of expedients sug- 
gested themselves to my mind, but were alike equally unsatisfac- 
tory. The idea of suicide flashed before me, but I shuddered when 
I reflected on the dread hereafter. I recoiled with horror from the 
prospect of plunging into eternity unprepared and uncalled for by 
the author of my soul's existence. To remain where I was, was 
impossible, for I did not possess the means of defraying my board- 
ing expenses. 

These reflections produced a degree of despair which you are 
better able to conceive than I to describe. Considering myself de- 
graded and worthless, not fit for society, and having no possible 
means of receiving the approbation of respectable individuals, in an 
evil hour I determined on adopting a course of life which I am now 
convinced years of penitential virtue can never sufficiently lament. 
To be plain, sir, I have now spent three years in open prostitution ; 
but they have been three years of misery to me. Repentance would 
sometimes urge a return to the paths of virtue, but some evil influ- 
ence would represent it as impossible, and I would resort to the ine- 
briating bowl to drown such (to me) unpleasant thoughts. 

Thus, sir, you are furnished with a brief and unconnected history 
of that part of my life in which my crimes and misfortunes figure 
most conspicuously. A few weeks since I received the first annual 
report of the Magdalen Society, and recognize in it an institution 
capable of doing much good. And having been long convinced of 
the error of my ways, and having (I hope) a heartfelt desire to re- 
form, and also knowing of no better opportunity of doing so than 
that which is afforded me through the medium of that society, I hope 
you will heed my humble request, and receive me as a member. I 
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am coneclous that the idistai^ce which I am from you will militate 
against my project ; but I am authorized to state that the reception 
of a letter from you directed to this place, will not only insure my 
membership free of expense as to conveyance there, but that of four 
other females, who are equally desirous of reforming their lives. A 
benevolent individual of this place suggested to me the propriety of 
addressing you, and is willing to defray all the expenses contingent 
to our becoming members. 

An early answer to this. Rev. sir, will afford me much satisfaction. 
In your decision upon my request, I hope you will reflect upon the 
misery of my circumstances, and the utter desolation in which I 
shall be eternally involved in case of a refusal. 

-^^ Your's with respect, M. L. 

RSY. J. R. McDowALL. 



No. 34. 

In this connection it may be proper to place the address to the 
public, in behalf of the NEW YORK MAGDALEN ASYLUM, 
made by its board of directors, in the month of October, 1631. 

ADDRESS. 

When any institution of benevolence is presented to the public 
for the purpose of securing their countenance and co-operation, they 
may JHsthr claim the right of being fully satisfied, in respect to the 
nature of the object to be accomplished — ^the wisdom of the plan of 
operation — and the fitness, and efficiency, of the means employed in 
the execution. It is therefore incumbent on every such association, 
to deal fairly and candidly with the community ; to answer all sobet 
and reasonable inquiries-— to receive with proper deference whatever 
suggestions may be made — and, in a word, as far as possible, to have 
its whole design and its principles of action, thoroughly understood 
and properly appreciated. It is with such views of what is due to the 
public and to the enterprise in which they have embarked, that the 
board of directors of the New York Magdalen Society address the 
enlightened and philanthropic of their fellow-citizens, in behalf of an 
undertaking, which, they think, must approve itself to every friend 
of humanity — ^to every well-wisher of society. 

The report of our executive committee, containing various facts 
and statements, intended to exhibit to the benevolent the actual condi* 
tion of a class of unhappy beings, who, however culpable they may be, 
are yet objectsof compassion, has been thought exceptionable by many 
whose judgment is worthy of respect, and by some, has been subjected 
to unsparing censure. We deem it proper, therefore, now that the 
excitement which it occasioned has in some measure passed away, 
to state the circumstances under which it was prepared, and the end 
it was intended to attain. 
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The institution having been established by individual charity and 
effort, and thus sustained till it had come into successful operation, 
and the call for an extension of its means of doin^ good> having be- 
come urgent, it was felt to be necessary to enlist in its behalf the li- 
berality and co-operation of the virtuous and benevolent public. The 
report was therefore prepared from documents and facts furnished by 
different members of the committee, and by the chaplain of the insti- 
tution, and such parts of it as it was supposed might with propriety 
be presented to a promiscuous assembly, were read to a numerous 
and apparantly deeply interested audience. It was never offered for 
sale by the committee, and was intended only to be placed in the 
hands of the more influential class of citizens, in order to awaken 
their attention to the importance of the enterprise."' 

In regard to the statements and calculations of the report, the cor- 
rectness of which has been doubted, and in some instances denied, it 
may be remarked — that owing to the materials having been drawn 
from various so^ces, and to the haste with which it was prepared, 
there are some ihaccuracies in the statistics and some ambiguities of 
expression. For example, an examination of the data of the calcu- 
lation on page 22, shows that the amount instead of three millions of 
dollars should be a little more than one and a half; and of course 
the six millions on the same page should have been only three. 
These are entirely chirographical mistakes, and there are several 
passages which from a want of perspicuity, or from some other rea- 
son, have been greatly misapprehended. Then it must be obvious to 
all, that perfect accuracy in estimates of this description is not to be 
expected. They are, after all, only a judgment of probabilities. 
But the qnestion must very naturally suggest itself, whether those 
who have had opportunities of personal observation, who have in some 
degree measured the extent of the evil, should not be better judges 
in the case, than those who have never bestowed a moment's atten- 
tion upon the subject. Many have here unquestionably deceived 
themselves by relying on calculations founded on the census of our 
population. That such a calculation can determine nothing, must be 
obvious to every candid mind, for the following reasons : First, that 
a very great number of the class of persons in question, are entirely 
migratory in their habits, and of course would never give th^r names 
as residents ; — and, secondly, that since a disclosure might render 
them liable to indictment, those who keep houses of- ill- fame, are 
known to practice deception, and to conceal the number of their in- 
mates from those to whom it is not their interest to be communica- 
tive. From the influence of these two causes, it happens that a large 
portion of these unhappy beings, constitute a kind of surplus popula- 
tion, which are included in no general census. The board therefore, 
in view of facts which have come under their observation, feel them- 
selves sustained in the opinion, that the aggregate of those involved 
in this debasing vice is immensely larger than many are willing 
to admit. If, however, the evidence upon which this opinion rests 

* It if worthy of rem&ric, that the indiscriminite circulation of the report among the 
young and the lower claasee of society, has been done wholly through the influence of 
those who have so loudly deprecated its efifects on the public morals. 
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tan be fairly set aside, and its incorrectness satisfactorily shown, 
(which, they think, has not yet been done) they will be highly grati- 
fied to find, that the evil is less enormous than a careful attention to 
the subject has led them to believe. 

It has been further objected to the report, that the language is in 
some instances indelicate, and the details too minute. We are not 
disposed to deny that there may be some foundation for such a cen- 
sure ; and yet it must be obvious to every one that it is extremely 
difficult to speak of an offensive and disgusting subject, in chaste and 
pleasing language. It is almost as if one should attempt to throw 
dust with unsoiled hands, or to pass through a slough with unspotted 
garments. To this let it be added, that in the course of their investi- 
gations the committee had become in some measure familiar -with 
me loathsome details, — and it surely cannot appear susprising, that 
when they came to speak upon the subject, they should use a degree 
of freedom unpleasant to those to whom the whole was entirely new. 
Their only object in making so full a development of facts, was that 
the extent of the evil might be fully apprehended, bj those on whom 
the provison of a remedy must devolve. 

Respecting the charges of willful and libellous misrepresentations, 
the board have only to remark, that they cannot but regard them as, 
in general, the offspring of excited feeling. In sotoe instances it 
seems necessary to suppose that it has arisen from hostility to the 
cause itself. For it is not credible, that any candid man should so- 
berly believe, that the committee have combined to traduce the cha- 
racter of our city, when themselves equally with their fellow-citi- 
zens, are interested in its reputation. The thing is so palpably un- 
reasonable, that we need not dwell upon it for a moment. 

With these remarks we leave the report to the candid constfuction 
of an intelligent community. We have not the slightest wish to at- 
tempt to vindicate it so far as it may be reprehensible. For we feel 
assured that no truly benevolent man, can wish to frustrate a philan- 
thropic undertaking, on account of any incidental impropriety in the 
manner of laying its claims before the public. And we most anxious- 
ly desire, that no mistakes of ours in the choice of measures, or in 
the mode of execution, may ever be identified with the unexceptiona- 
ble and benevolent enterprise which it is our ambition as far as possi- 
ble to carry forwai'd. Let the cause be sustained — and we shall rest 
entirely satisfied. We ask not to be the almoners of the charity of 
the public. If those who profess themselves friends of the design, 
while they censure the course pursued, will come forward and 
undertake the work, we will gladly give up the field to more ju- 
dicious men, and think ourselves happy in being thus excused from 
labors, the arduous and self-denying nature of which can be known 
only by experience. That we do not overrate the importance of the 
object, we hope to make apparent in the remarks which follow — and 
we are anxious that the subject may be impartially and attentively 
considered by the enlighted and benevolent of our fellow-citizens. 

First, then, we would observe, that the evil, some of the miseries 
of which it is the object of the Magdalen institution to alleviate, is 
one of tremendous magnitude. iSeduce its dimensions as you will 
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— circuma^ribe it by as narrow limits as any intelligent man would 
dare assign*— and still will its extent be fearful. It is generally ad- 
mitted, that there are in the city, at the Jowest estimate, several thou- 
sands of females given up to unrestrained licentiousness ; and, as a 
necessary consequence, plunged into the lowest depths of misery. 
Now let any one seriously contemplate the picture ; — let him figure 
to himself so large a number of his fellow-beings, without a home — 
without a character — without a friend — in many instances the victims 
of disease and want, and often subject to the most brutal treatment ; 
— and to this let him add, that conscience is ever torturing the soul 
with her reproaches, and remorse with the fangs of a viper perpetu- 
ally gnawing at the heart, and if he has the feelings of a man, he will 
weep over these dark and melancholy shades of wretchedness. Is it 
said that all this suffering is self-inflicted ? That it is the necessary 
result of voluntary vice? This indeed is undeniable. Far be it from 
us to become the apologists of guilt. The vice to which they have 
become addicted, even when it puts on the garb of respectability, is 
unquestionably one of the foulest blots on human nature, in the view 
both of God and man. Yet is the misery no less real on this ac- 
count, nor are those who are willing, if a way be opened, to leave 
their life of infamy, less the object of compassion. 

But the evil is by no means confined to the wretched subjects of 
prostitution. Were this the fac| it would be immeasurably less than 
it is at present. Society feels its polluting and destroying influence. 
It forms a vortex which swallows up some of the fairest portions of 
the community. Youth, unwary and inconsiderate, in thousands of 
instances are drawn into its fatal current, and hurried into debase- 
ment, and mortal ruin. While therefore the condition of those who 
are thus lost to virtue calls aloud for sympathy, it ought at the same 
time, as a matter of personal concern, to come home to the heart of 
every virtuous citizen, and to give sober interest to the inquiry, of 
what remedy will the case admit 1 

And this leads us to remark again, that to open a way of escape to 
tho'se who are disposed to forsake the paths of infamy , and tofacili' 
tate their return to virtue and respectability, is nearly all that in the 
present state of society can be done. Vigilant efforts on the part of 
magistrates and others, might unquestionably diminish the evil ; but 
to expect its entire eradication, appalling as it is, while circumstances 
remain the same, would be chimerical. While there are so many of 
the lower classes crowded together in our cities who come under no 
favorable moral influence, and while those are so numerous, who un- 
der the guise of external respectability, conceal the base designs and 
dark soul of the seducer, multitudes will probably continue to be im- 
molated on the altar of the destroying demon of debauchery, fiut 
that there are many, very many, who would gladly be rescued 
fron\ the fatal stream that is hurrying them to ruin, and that the plan 
of thV Magdalen institution for affording them deliverance is at once 
practi^aj>le and eflSicient, are points whieh admit of the most satis- 
factory .demonstration, viz. the demonstration of multitudes of facts, 
of longhand fair experiment. Institutions of this description are said 
to hav9^€tkisted at a remote period on various parts of the continent 
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of Europe. However thii may be, so early as 1758 the Magdalen 
charity, at the head of which were the Earl of Hertford, Lord Rom. 
ney, and others of distinguished rank, was instituted, and commenced 
its operations in the city of London. And although it then labored 
under the disadvantage of being somewhat novel, yet within the first 
forty-four years of its existence, it rescued from debasement, as ap« 
pears from its report, 2,238 who were reconciled to their friends, or 
placed out at service. Since that period, such institutions have been 
greatly multiplied, and have fully answered the most sanguine expec- 
tations of their projectors. Whether, therefore, voluntary inmates 
of these asylums can be found, and whether their restoration to vir- 
tue and respectability is practicable, is no longer problematical. For 
more than seventy years the experiment on an extensive scale, has 
been going forward with entire success. But here the inquiry may 
be m&^e, if the persons in question are thus willing to remrm, why 
do they not abandon their vicious habits without the interference of 
others in their behalf 1 

To this it may be replied, that to those who once have faUen, a 
return is nearly or quite impossible, except through the medium 
of such a retreat as the Magdaien Institution furnishes. Many 
of the wretched inmates of the brothel are, as it were, bom to an 
inheritance of shame, and trained up to vice from their very child- 
hood. Such of course constitute the most hopeless class. Bat 
there are multitudes whose case is widely different ; whose unhappy 
story would be something like the following ; — ^that they listened to 
the syren voice and specious promises of the destroyer — ^were delu- 
ded — ruined and forsaken. Then, overwhelmed with shame, the 
claims of friendship forfeated, and the ties of kindred broken — with 
a blot upon their character which closed against them all honorable 
employment, they were turned out in disgrace upon the world, to die 
with want, or live by prostitution. Now, however desirous they may 
be to retrieve their fall, the door is shut against them. Relatives 
will no longer own them, — society ^will not receive them, — alms- 
houses and workhouses are intended for a difieren|: class of persons, 
— and if they are ever to be rescued from utter degradation, benevo- 
lence must take them as guilty, yet deserving pity, and place them 
where, secluded from temptation, they may by ^ood behavior evince 
the sincerity of their contrition for the past, and acquire a character 
which will place an honest livelihood again within their reach. This 
it is our design, as far as possible, to do, and it is in the execution of 
this design that we ask the countenance and aid of our fellow-citi- 
zens. The policy of our institution is already before the public, and 
need not be recited here. Suffice it to say, that those who enjoy its 
privileges are required to be regular and mdustrious in their habits, 
and d€;corous in their manners and conversation ; — that they are 
supplied with books and with moral and religious instruction, and 
after satisfactory trial, are aided in effecting a reconciliation with 
their friends, or in obtaining some reputable employment. 

Such, in a general view, is the character and object of the enter- 
prise to which the committee have taken the liberty to call the at- 
tention of their fellow-citizens. They are anxious that the whoW 
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matter should be fully understood. If any are desirous of additional 
information, they are at liberty, and are invited, to examine the po- 
licy and conduct of the institution for themselves. This indeed is 
almost indispensable to a perfect apprehension of the case. For it 
is manifestly the easiest thing imaginable for evil-minded persons to 
circulate false and injurious reports which will greatly mislead the 
public mind, unless tliose who wish to form correct opinions will en- 
tirely disregard them, and base their judgment on personal observa- 
tion, or unquestionable evidence. Let such a course be taken, and 
we have no fear of the result. 

If, then, it be the fact, that the evil, which it is our object as far 
as possible to alleviate, is enormous, even at the lowest calculationt 
— ^that the plan of opening a way of escape to those who will volun- 
tarily forsake their vices, is almost the only palliative that benevo- 
lence can in the present state of things administer, and that the 
practicability of this is established by long experiment — and if it be 
true that without the benefit of such a provision, the door of hope is 
shut forever upon a degraded, yet pitiable class of beings,, may we 
not with confidence make our appeal to an intelligent and virtuous 
community, in behalf of our design ? We put it to their candor. Is 

NOT THE ENTERPRISE A GOOD ONE ? OuOHT IT NOT TO BE SUS- 
TAINED ? Shall our Institution, after having been commenced by 
private charity and individual eflfort, and sustained till it is well es- 
tablished, and in successful operation, — shall it now be sufiTered to 
decline and die, or act in a limited and embarrassed manner ? Is it 
not a letter in which the whole community are interested 1 Does it 
not claim the attention of our authorities and of those who direct 
our public establishments for the relief and correction of wretched- 
ness and vice ? 

We appeal to the well-wishers of society — to those whose delight 
it is to see all around them industrious, virtuous, and happy ; and 
we ask them if they will not co-operate with us in attempting to 
rescue a numerous class from idleness, vice, and misery. Will they 
not aid us in checking, if we may not heal, a foul disease which is 
invading the social system with its baneful influence, and corrupting 
and destroying multitudes of its useful members. So unheeded has 
been its progress hitherto, that its ravages already are appalling. 
Can any, who are interested in the welfare of the community, sit 
down inactive and indifferent spectators ? 

We appeal to the benevolent and philanthropic, — ^to those who 
know the happiness of winning the abandoned back to virtue^— of 
restoring peace to the bosoms of the wretched ; — and to them we 
say, here is an ample field for your benevolent labors. Here is a 
picture over which humanity, when she beholds it, cannot but pour 
her tears. And will not you assist in doing all that may be done 
to soften its disgusting features, and change its ugly shades to love- 
liness. Who — oh ! who are objects of pity and relief, if not those, 
who, endowed by nature with the keenest sensibilities, and the most 
ardent feelings, and fitted to sustain the most important and inte- 
resting relations, are plunged by their own folly, and the wiles of 
others, into ruin which is irretrievable, unless something be' done for 

No. I.— Jan. 1832. 13 




99 

their deliverance. Shall they, when they feel themselves undone, 
and with shame and deep \contrition, look around for help, see no 
refuge whither they can flee, no avenue by which they can escape V 
Suiely if there is any cause which can awake generous feeling, it 
is this. 

We appeal to Christians — ^to those who are required by the mild 
t:nd tender spirit of religion, and by the high command of Heaven-, 
to promote by every proper means the good of others. And we say 
to them — ^remember that the unfortunate, though guilty beings, in 
whose behalf we now address you, are not only sacrificing all their 
social interests, and involving themselves in wretchedness which 
must be lasting as their life, but that they are degrading a rational 
and immortal nature, making shipwreck of the noblest hopes that 
can inspire the human bosom — and preparing for themselves anguish 
which shall come over their hearts like desolatiop through ever- 
lasting ages. Remember — that in a very few years f a whole gene- 
ration of this miserable class are hurried away by the tide of ruin 
to meet the retributions of eternity ; and that the religion you pro- 
fess demands, that like its benignant author, you *' seek and save 
the lost ;" — and say — oh ! say — will you not put forth your efforts 
in this work of heavenly mercy 1 

Finally, we call on ally of every class who are the friends of vir- 
tue and of human happiness, to give the subject we have been urging, 
the attention it deserves. Let our magistrates think with what mis- 
chiefs to society the vice of which we speak is fraught, and let them 
put forth an arm to check, if possible, its ravages. Let o* aged 
men look at the youth whom it yearly ensnares to their destruction, 
and let them lend their aid to oppose its devastations. Let the fa- 
ther look on the daughter of his hopes, and the mother on the pride 
of her heart, and say, should she fall a prey to seductive wiles» 
whether that would not seem an angel's hand which should lead her 
back to virtue, and restore her to their arms. And though the un- 
principled may sneer, and the profligate revile, let it be made appa- 
rent, that the interests of society, the interests of virtue and 
humanity, are neither misapprehended nor neglected bt ak 
Enlightened and benevolet community. 

By order of the Board, JOHN P. HAVEN, Secretary. 



No. 35. 
The following address to the public appeared in the Genius of 
Temperance, Dec. 7, 1831. 

The New York Magdalen Society have, by a vote of the Board, 
of Managers, ceased their operations for the present, with an un- 
derstanding that at some future day they will resume greater respon- 
•ibilities, and build a house for the accommodation and reformation 
of all females who have deviated from the paths of virtue, and are 
desirous to return. 

They have transferred to Mr. Elijah Pierson the houses on Bowery 
Hill, with all their effects, inmates, &c., to be conducted by him, and 
those whom he may choose as bis associates or helpers, on his or 
their own responsibility. 
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Mr. Pierson proposes opening immediately a probationary houset 
in the sixth ward, and also to make ample provision for all that may 
' Q^er themselves as candidates for reform. 

As there is for this class of unfortunate females no charitable or 
benevolent institution that proposes to lend them a helping hand, 
nor door open through which they can make their escape from de- 
struction, it is expected that the philanthropists of this highly favored 
city will promptly send to him, in Pearl street, near Maiden lane, the 
necessary amount to carry on this important charity. 

The institution will be known by the name of the New York 
Female Asylum Society. The Asylum is now open for the recep- 
tion of applicants, on Bowery HilC at the junction of the Bowery 
and Broadway. 



No. 36. 

A WELCOME HOME. 

(A Tract lately published in New York.) 

The virtuous have fallen and risen again. The fairest buds have withered and re- 
vived again. 

In 1761, Ephraim Syrus related the following history to the Rev. 
John Wesley, who remarks, " I wonder it was never translated into 
English." It is as follows : 

" My beloved brethren, I have a desire to relate to you, what our 
brother Abraham did in his old age. This blessed man had a brother 
according to the flesh, who had an only child. When her father fell 
asleep, she remained an orphan. Her friends brought her to him 
being six years old. He ordered her to be placed in the outer cell ; 
he himself abode in the inner. A little door was between them. 
He taught her the psalms and the other scriptures, and watched and 
sang with her. And as he lived an austere life, so did she, willingly 
profiting in every exercise, and laboring to excel in all virtues. The 
holy man often besought God for her with tears, that her heart 
might be fixed on God, and not entangled with the care of worldly 
things ; for her father had left her mucn wealth, which by his advice 
she ffave to the poor. And she entreated him, saying, * Pray for 
me, that I may be delivered from evil thoughts, and from all the 
wiles and snares of the devil.' The blessed man rejoiced, seeing 
her good conversation and forwardness, and tears, her lowliness, 
meekness, quietness of spirit, and earnest love to God. And for 
twenty years she thus exercised herself with him, as a fair lamb, a 
spotless dove. 

" When the twentieth year was fulfilled, the devil was mad againjrt 
her, and lay in wait to get her into his net. There was a man in 
name religious^ but not in truth, who frequently came to consult 
Abraham. He saw the maid, and his heart burned within him. He 
lay in wait for her a whole year, till her^leart was inflamed also ; 
and opening the door of her cell, she went out to him, and consented 
to his will. But no sooner had she committed wickedness, than she 
rent her clothes, smote her breast, and thought of puttiiLg .an end to 
her own life. For she said in herself, " Now I am dead; tad I have 
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loBt all my tkne, and all my labor, and my austerity, and my tears are 
perished, and I have destroyed my own soul, and I have brought soiv 
row upon the man of God, and am become a laughing stock to the 
devil. Why do I live any longer 1 Ah me, from whence, how low 
am I fallen ! How shall I be hid ? Where shall I go ? Into what pit 
shall I cast myself? Where is the exhortation of the blessed man, 
* Keep thy soul spotless for thy immortal bridegroom V I dare no 
more look up to heaven. I am lost both to God and men. I dare 
, not approach that holy man, sinner as I am, and full of uncleanness. 
Were I to make such an attempt, surely fire would come out of that 
door, and consume me. It is better for me to go where none knows 
me ; for I am undone, and there is no salvation for me.' And rising 
up, she went straight to another city, and became servant at an inn. 

" A little before this Abraham saw a vision : — A dragon, great and 
terrible, rising out of his place ; and coming to his cell, he found a 
dove, and devoured it ; and then returned to his place. The holy 
man coming to himself, was much troubled and wept bitterly, and 
said, ' Thou, Lord, knowest all things ; and thou only knowest what 
this vision meaneth.' After two days, he saw the same dragon again. 
And he came out of his place, to the blessed man, and laying his 
head under Abraham's feet, burst asunder, and the dove was found 
alive in the dragon's belly. 

" Coming to himself, he called once and again, saying, " Child, 
where art thou ? Behold, here are two days that thou hast not opened 
thy mouth in the praise of God.' Finding that none ai^swered, and 
that she was not there, he perceived the vision related to her. And 
he groaned in spirit, and said, * O Savior of the world ! bring back 
this lamb into thy fold, that my gray hairs come not down with sor- 
row to the grave. Lord, despise not my supplication ; but send 
down thine hand, and take her out of the mouth of the dragon that 
hath devoured her.' 

After a season he heard where she was ; and having learned all 
things concerning her, he called one of his friends, and said to him, 
" Bring me a horse and the habit of a soldier :" and having put it 
on, with a large cap upon his head, he left his cell, and rode away. 
Being come to the place, he alighted and went in ; and after a time, 
said to the inn-keeper, * Friend, I have heard thou hast a beau- 
tiful damsel here : call her to me, that I may rejoice with her.' Be- 
ing called, she came. When the holy man saw her, in harlot's at- 
tire, he was melting into tears ; but he refrained himself, that she 
might not perceive it. After they sat down, she embraced him, and 
kissed his neck. And she smelled the smell of his cell, and called to 
mind past things, and groaning deeply, said, * Wo is me ! What 
ami?' The inn-keeper, being astonished, said, *Mary, thou hast 
now been with us two years, and I never heard thee groan before, or 
heard such a word from thee. What is come to thee V She an- 
swered, ' Would I had died three years since ; then I had been happy.' 

" Immediately Abraham said to him, * Prepare us a supper, that 
we mav rejoice together ; for I am come from afar, for her sake.' 
And after supper she said to him, * Let us go into the chamber.' And 
when they were come in, he saw a bed made ready : and he sat upon 
it, and said, ' Make fast the door :' she made it fast, and came to 
him. Having taken hold of her so that she could not run away, he 
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took off his cap, and said to her, weeping, * My child, Mary, dost 
thou not know me ? Am not I he who brought thee up ? Mary, what 
is come to thee ? Who hath destroyed thee, my daughter 1 Where 
are thy prayers and thy tears — thy watching and holy exercises 1 
My child, when thou hadst sinned, why didst thou not tell me, that I 
might have humbjed myself for thee 1 My daughter, why hast thou 
done this 1 Why hast thou forsaken thy father V She remained in 
his hands as a lifeless stone ; till he said to her with tears, ' Dost 
thou not speak to me, my child, Mary? Dost thou not speak 
to me ? Am I not come hither for thy sake 1 I have besought 
the Lord concerning thee.' Till midnight he continued ex- 
horting and comforting her. Then coming a little to herself, she 
said to him weeping, ' I cannot look at thee ; for I am defiled with 
sin.' The blessed man replied, * On me be thy sin ; only come, 
let us go to our place.' She said to him, * If it be possible for me to 
repent, and if God can accept my repentance, I come ; and I fall 
down, and kiss thy steps, wetting them with my tears, that thou hast 
thus had compassion on me, a forlorn wretch, and art come hither, 
to draw me out of the mire of sin.' And laying her head at his feet, 
she wept bitterly all the night, saying, * What shall I render thee for 
all thy benefits V 

" Early in the morning, he set her upon the horse, and went before 
ifer with great joy. And being come to his place, he put her in the 
inner cell ; where she gladly resumed her former exercise, with sack- 
cloth and ashes, and much humiliation, with mourning, and watching, 
and ceaseless calling upon God. And the merciful Lord gave her 
a sign that he accepted her repentance, healing many that were sick, 
through her prayers. 

" Holy Abraham lived ten years after, beholding her good conver- 
sation, and blessing, and praising, and magnify God. Then having 
lived seventy years, he slept in peace. Mary survived him thirty 
and ^ve years, calling upon God night and day ; insomuch that all 
who passed by, glorified God, who saveth them that were gone 
astray." 

Abraham's example is followed by the friends of the New York 
Magdalen Society. Any unfortunate girl, desiring to avail herself of 
these charities, is welcomed to the probationary house of the New 
York Female Asylum, 16 Centre street, where she shall be protected, 
and taught the way to heaven, and provision made for her future 
happiness and welfare. 



No. 37. 
RETURN POOR WANDERER. 

{A tract latelypvblished in New York.) 

Accept this tract, as a proof, that thoug-h unfortunate, you are not without a 
friend. True, it was an evil hour in which you listened to temptation, and 
made a sacrifice of that virtue which by all, (and especially by women,) should' 
be held more dear than life. Have you not thought thereon and wept 7 Oh, 
that you may shed the tears of unfeigned repentance, and obtain mercy and 
forgiveness, and grace effectually to restore you ! 

Thfi a^ul step to which you ascribe your present situation, was acco'mpa- 
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aied, no doubt, with sharp mis^vin^ and immediately followed with confu- 
sion and alarm. At the sight of a virtuous friend, you reddened with shame; 
the gro wins' apprehension of discovery oppressed your life ; and fatally, alas I 
you quitted the shelter which a parent's or some benefactor's wins* would 
nave still afforded. The partner of your crime cared not that he had broken 
up the peace of a family ; ne soon became weary of his victim, and then thrust 
her forth upon the unpitying world. 

Ah ! did you not despond too soon, and desponding, did you not form the des- 
perate resolution to make an end of life, or to sin yet more 1 Had you even 
then sought a gracious God, he would have soothed the wanderer, and opened 
a door oi hope for you. 

But, alas ! you proceeded to fill up the measure of iniouity. You sought an 
intimacy with those whose habits of impurity were connrmed. Vou entered 
on the ignominious trade of prostitution. What were your gains 7 Let your 
sad experience tell ! Shame, confusion of face, disease, a prison, hospital, or 
penitentiary ! And what have been the gains of ^our sisters in prostitution 7 
Tliree in one house of ill fame in New York, vdthin a short time, committed 
suicide : one drowned herself by jumping off the dock, the other two poisoned 
themselves ; a fourth killed herself by stabbing with a fork to the heart. Sul* 
cide is as common among prostitutes as murder amongc Al^erines. There 
are hundreds who have attempted to destroy themselves, by opium and lauda- 
num, but by medical aid have been restored. Others have jumped into the 
river but have been rescued. Hundreds die annually in the hospitals at Belle- 
vue, and thousands disappear from the beds of the adulterers and adul- 
teresses, and none to relate their sad death. They left the virtuous walk* of 
life, and soon disappeared. 

The keepers of the houses keep silence ; their .present victims feel all the 
pangs of them that have gone before, and soon follow them to a dreadful judg^ 
ment. It is supposed by those that have fully investigated this matter, that few 
see many years, after ffiving themselves up to public prostitution. 

Now answer candidly these questions, what will you do 7 will you go to 
the grave with all your sins upon your head, and with suicide too on the top 
of all the other black catalogue 7 Be persuaded. Before you again go to your^ 
chamber to ask what gain or pleasure has all my wickedness brought me 7 
and will not my end be as awful and as sudden as that of those who have 
walked with me in lewdness, but now sleep in death 7 

** What then," you ask, ** shall we do 7 Is it possible in some measure to 
retrieve our character 7 Remains there a hope 7 Are we not banished from 
virtuous company 7 Do not the modest shun and abhor us, as all human be- ■ 
inge fly from the plaofue 7" For the sincere ajid broken hearted there ar« 
assuredly grounds of encouragement. But think not that sorrow and <ear9 
are an effectual reform : you must cease to do evil, and learn to do welL There 
is a place provided by the bounty of a few Christians, at No. 16 Centre street. 
Many have therein recovered health, profited under religious instruction, and 
been restored to friends or put into a capacity of earning an honest and 
decent livelihood. 




meet that we rejoice." Above all, there is a God, who, though you have not 
considered it, has witnessed all your conduct, and all your misery. " Choose 
the profound of midnight, and the deepest cavern, his eye perceives you as 
clearly as in the public street in the midst of day." Such, we are informed, 
was the language of one whom an unfortunate vainly solicited to attend her 
home. The unexpected remark fixed like an arrow in her conscience ; she 
represented to herself the guilty scenes on which the all seeing God must have 
frowned : she sued for mercy ; forsook her shameful occupation ; and from 
that time, devoted her life to industry, purity, and all the pursuits of a genuine 
Christian : may you go and do likewise. 

The door is not yet shut against you. Should father and mother refuse you 
a sight of them, should the world extinguish all the hopes you placed on ite 
candor, there is one greater than all, who will not only receive you, but do 
abundantly more than you can venture to ask. The Lord God is merciful and 
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ready to forgive. You have heard that Jesus, his beloved Son, came into this 
depraved world with the design to save sinners. The seventh chapter of Luke 
records an affecting instance of salvation : to you it applies with unspeakable 
interest, for it describes the mercy of which one criminal like you became a 
partaker. " And behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner," that is, one 
addicted to lewdness, "when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's 
house, brous'ht an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him 
weeping, and beg-an to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs 
of her head, andkissed his feet, and annointed them with the ointment. Now 
when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, say- 
ing. This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner 
of woman this is that toucheth him, for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering, 
said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, 
say on. There was a certain creditor which had two debtors ; the one owed five 
hundred pence,and the other fifty. And when they had nothin^to pay,he frankly 
forgave tnem both: tell me therefore which will love him most7 Simcm answered 
and said, I suppose that he to whom he forgave most : and he said unto him, 
thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to Uie woman, and said unto Simon, 
seest thou this woman 1 I entered into thine house, thpu gavest me no water 
for my feet ; but she hath washed my feet with tears and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss ; but this woman since the time 1 
came in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not an- 
noint ; but this woman hath annointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I 
say unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved much : 
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, thy 
sins are forgiven. Ana they that sat at meat with him, bep'an to say within 
themselves, who is this that forgiveth sins also 7 And he saith to the woman, 
thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace." The same Jesus, though we see him 
not, retains bU his authority and grace. Go to him in prayer, and entreat him 
to pity, to save, and to direct you. We know from his character, from his pro- 
mises, from the whole scope of his gospel, what his answer will be. Ue will say, 
" Thy sins are forgiven ;" " go in peace." 

Are vou young, and but lately led astray 1 Draw back your foot this instant. 
Rush from the destructive path. It were ten thousand pities to thicken the 
clould that haa begun to hide from you the light of Heaven ; and to employ 
the energies of youth in preparing arrrows which shall pierce and poison the 
last hope of drooping age. 

Despise not this perhaps the last token of God's compassion which, if des- 
pised, will ever reach you. Read this address, and consider it, and pray over 
it ; and who knows whether we shall not hereafter meet a crowa of peni- 
tents, ransomed from this miserable class, and invited to dwell among the 
faultless and the happy before the throne ! We will cherish the idea, while a 
sin gle gleam discovers the prospect to be still open. 
Return, O daughter of reproach. Let one hour after such an age of dissipation 
be devoted to thought ; Snow kindness to yourself— Why should you add bit- 
terness to the bitter? Why refuse an application to the Grod of grace 1 The ex- 
cellent of the earth say. Come ; the Divine Spirit saith. Come. Come to the 
fountain of grace and purity. Come to the footstool of that throne from which 
smiles were shed down upon the publican. Come to the tender hearted Chris- 
tian, who will pity, direct, and encourage you. Come to the cheering ordi- 
nances of religion. " Wherefore, come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty." 

Blessed language ! Can any thing, but a heart of stone, be insensible to i' 
persuasive import? A prayer rises from each devout reader, that you, wh- 
it principally concerns, may feel all it is calc-ulatcd to impress. Oh, tha' 
may also pray, and that your sorrow, your amendment, your entire conv 
to God, rhay form the solid demonstration that prayer has obtained an {> 

The stranger who puts this into your hand is anxious to promote v -^ . 
glorious* In return for his good intention, comply with one re 
ving read this tract, lend it to whom you think will read it too; ar 
least for yourself, that you will remember and esteem and fall in 
mendations. 
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No. 38. 
THE MAGDALEN. 

77i« itorda and mu»ic by the late Rev, Philip Hawker, qf Plymouth, Eng. 




S My fiitfaer !— ah ! no more 
Hid home or love I know : 
He iipiimcd me from his door, 
And gave me up to wo ! 
He'll not relent, 
Though penitent, 
Jfy heart is bent— a Magdalen. 

3 The grave— the only fnd 

To sorrow's lieavy load f 
DoHth is indeed a friend 
To them at peace with God . 
But grar-e muft lie 
Firf>i itircnand free: 
Tbero'B none for niu— a Magdalen ! 

4 I've Iieard of Jnsuu' name, 

Wh«» o\\ the g<):ipel-day, 
RKCi;ivf d all that came, 
Koriuriied awrt^lch away • 
Thoiiah ail forbc&r. 
Will Jesut hear. 
Sn earnen prayer— a Atag-ijilen "* 



5 Methinka I feel a ray 

Of hope arising round ; 
&ouie angel points the way ; 
Moic's an ar-yluni found ! 
What's this I see ? 
Andcvn it be 
Tnviting me— a Magdalen ? 

6 And win ynii, can you take 

A wreich like me within ? 
Will ynii, for .lesus* sake, 
Help mo to flee from sin? 
Oh, love divine. 
For grace to shine 
On guilt like mine— a Magdalen ! 

7 Hure, then, in this retreat 

IVI3' .isoul sliall wait and pray ; 
Nor rise from JeSMr* feet 
Till Hn be put away? 
Je?u;a wil! hear 
And answer prayex 
Anti ?uy, * Lo : here— a Magdalen 
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